. - first Missionaries, .in"the: country
> regular’éstablishment: ats Montreal-Ltheimporta
. feltiatfirst’sightix Tt eonsequiently fell to-the lot.ofa few:
- -dualsiniare reminrkable for their piety and religious zeal than't}
< to"tfidertake and accomplish-a design so advantageous to the imp
“-of:Canada: ~*The-first resolution -of these intrepid

N . o

- Montrésk:. »
refusal pivén by, the'Eompany tovuri:application presénted to'it-by-che
tat i swho:arrived: in‘the: country;y to-be:permitted-to:form- .
mportarice.of -which had ‘been
‘2 fevv:privag ivi
n’th

Christians was'to_ér

- on’the island a*French hamlet; 56 ‘well fortified 'as to be enabled-effectu~ -

~ ally!to resist any-attack :that might be meditated by’ the natives.”“The . -
- ‘poor were not to hé'disrégarded; (but’wwere-to'be put in such:

d vere : r a'way ds'tor
¢ able to gain:a livelihood from;their own.industry.”"It'was also propo- -

sed! to-permit the shole islind ito - be decupied: by Indians of -whatever

tribie. ornation; provided théy:should become 'professors of Christianity, .

ot showed'the:least: willingness. to be instritcted in ‘the téncts of that reli-

.gion, . It wis.even designed'to civilize these Tords of ‘the:wood, and ‘to.

‘bririg-thém to a sense of the necessity of: living by the industiy of more .

. peacefiil:and-domestic *habits than:they, had been':accustomed' to follaw.:
“Theinumber of individuals who hiad formed themselves'inta' this laudable- .
-association was thirtyfive~~a number, perhaps, too great to actwith' unds. . -
_nirhity, for"any length of time, In an aftair intricate ‘and diffictlt of attain-

..ment. «But nothing is too difficult for the resoltite:in heart ;‘nnd-the first.
‘steps. which were taken gave strong’symptoms:of future Success. * In'vir--

. ‘tue-of the concession whicli was' made by his: Majesty ‘of ‘the’ Island of

“eare of the religious persons. ofther own sex at' Montreal. -

. -grants-were conducted’to’ that place by the Chevalier'de Montinagny, and.
-the Supérior General of the Jesnits ;:dnd:on:the 15tli'of October; M. de -

. Maisonnetive.was chosen Governor of-the Island.” On theé 17th of May,..

- 1642, thie situntion ‘destined for ‘the':French' settlement was consecrated.

~ . by:the:samé Supérior; who'célebrated :the holy ‘mysteries.” He'also dé~

"~ dicated to the “Mother of God" a-small-chapel ‘that"had beenhastily
-erected; and-deposited therein the's blessed sacrament.” ' This cereiony -

Moutreal in favour of- this association,” formal ‘possession was” takén- of it.
in 1640, at the conclusion of.a-grand-‘mass which was ceélebrated - on the-

‘occasion:in'atent, - During the following year, Paul de, Chomedey, ‘Sieur
" de Maisohneiive, a-native of Champagne and ‘a member of thé association, -
_:brought several families :from France . to Canada;”among whom-‘was an:
* unmarried lady of condition narned Manse;: who was' destined:to: hive the'

'The new emi-

had been precgded: by:ariother three months befire. - All:the members df
the agsocintion having :assembled on a ' Tlursday morning in the -church
of :Notrg Dame:de Paris, such’ as:were in orders- celebrated  the “holy”

“sacrifice”~the others communicatingat the . altar of ‘the_ Virgin ‘Mary,
- and all then joining in supplications to the “ Queen of - Angels,

‘entreat-
ing her to take the Island of Montreal under her especial protection. At ...
length, on the 15th-of August, the 'Assimption.of the “Mother: of God".
was solemnized in the island - by-an immense : concourse of -both’ French

_ and:Indians. - 'We are told that nothing was omitted on this otcasion to .
draw down the blessings of ‘Heaven ‘upon so useful an establishment; and

- to give the savages as high an opinion as possible of the Christian”Reki~-

[ttt

* . glon*: Thus was-the foundation of Montreal laid amidst:the prayers and. "
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