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bars, but the united strength of 10,000
—or in other words, one gigantic bar
whose section is 100 miles square. Yet
moero than eight such bars, or, more pre-
-cigely, 87,500 unit barg, would but bare-
ly deflect- the moon into its present
path.—Lopular Science Monthly.

MR. BLAKE ON EDUCATION.

i Bducation question is * hooming
in every city, and town, and hamlet,
and along every concession line in the
province of Ontario. The newspapers
are full of it; everybody scems to have
taken o hand in, and almost cverybody
to have gone crazy over it. . One day a
Teachers’ Convention blows the horn;
.another, some Inspeclor local or gencr-
al, on his oflicial visit; next, the loud
timbrel is sounded at the formal opening
-of o Provineial Mode! School, or the in-
auguration of a new wing o some Col-
lege building ; and ggain, to mark the
approbation or dissent of free and in-
dependent tax-payers at -the appoint-
ment of a Classical Master, or a janitor
in tho Toronto University. - All these
-operations, celebrations, demonstrations,
acclamations, and protestations, show—
that is, are intended to show—how high
-education is flying in this community,
—higher than a kite, I fancy, My next
neighbor, who is" a superannuated dom-
inie, and a very blunt old gentloman,
says the system that malkes such a noise
-8 a damn frawd, and T am half inclined
to agree with him, always using the
word damn as it is used by-the abbé Me.-
Master ' (whom it is a damn shame not
'to preconize in partibus infidelium), in
the sense .of dead loss, meaning no of-
fence to Mr. Crooks, or any other. Chris-
tian statesman at present in offico. I
‘have been through the mill myself,
:know _how it works, Thore is any
amount of “cram ' and: “shoddy” in
the Public Schools; ¢ shoddy” and
“oram,” . with a little “tone” in tho
High Schools; and ditto, with moro
~tono” and lots of ¢ haw! haw!" in
the University. 1 will not assert that
-there are no good poiats; only this, it
would: require. a search-warrant to dis-
-cover them among so many glaring de-
fects. - Do you say, this is an oxaggera-
stion? Then, I pray you, examino for

‘me

and

yourself.  Don't judge by appearances,
Be not doceived by monamental edifices,
hoaps of apparatus, and other extonsive
and imposing appurtenuances; nor by
the grade of the teachers' diploma, and
the ¢ get-up * of examination papers. If
you have a boy at one of those schools,
—( young man at the TUniversity
would strike)—put to him a few ques-
tions outside. tho routine, on which he
has not been drilled—things that he
ought to know, in any of the funda-
mental, on necossary branches. Sound
him to the bottom, and see what is the
depth of the knowledge he has acquired.
The tost will repuy you, even should it
rub oft somo of your paternal conceit.

But Uhave not taken pen in hand for
the purpose of writing down the public
school system of Ontario. - Far from
such w mefarious  and unpatrio-
tic design. It is merely Mr. Blake that
[ propose to discuss—Mr. Blake on Edu-
cation. = This gentleman on the N. P.,
Compulsory votipg, the Consolidation
of the Empire, or any other gritty sub-
ject, would be entiroly. ¢ out-of-order'..
in'these pages, which are strictly non-
political. -Bdueation, however, is & broad
question, and I am sure Mr. Blake's
views thorcon will reeeive your right
hearty weleomo, ifnot your entire appro-
bation. : ‘

Mr. Blako is Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Toronto, a much pampered
state institulion, as every tax-payer
feols. As Chancollor ho was present at
the oponing oxorcises of Queen’st Uni-
versity,  Kingston, an  institution be-
longing to the Prosbyterian body.
Those excrcisos took place on October
14th, in connection with the dedication
of a splondid now building, erocted at.a
cost of about $50,000, ¢ the grand gift,”
said Principal Grans, “of the citizens of
Kingston, who, without  distinction of
class or creed, had just presented it
through their mayor.”

Woll done! old lime-stono city ! The
sumy, it is true, is only s moderate for-
tune, but look at the spirit that prompt-
od the gift. - That ought to make some
people I know blush for shame,—peoplo
who are eternally grumbling about the
inefficioncy, fincied or real, of our Cath
olic schools, and never think of subserib-

ing a cent to:improve them ;—peoplo

who—God forgive me, if I wrong them




