
MARY, QUEEN 0F
There lias rcently obte.incd among6t

crities, a passion for attacking cvery
cstablishced historic character. It seems
a reccived axioni, that no niian can tell
tru.~ the cv>nts of bis own tino, se
that whlat.ever lias been wvritten in the
forin of observations iipo-i mcn and
their actions, must be considcrcd as
oiily seerning truth-mûost irriters bc-
ing entirely unable to understand ac-
tions however patent, or fathoni the
motives of the actors, hoirever familar
.bey inay have been with theni; wirble

the reniainder have been cither igno-
rant, or so unprincipled, aLs to falsify
their accounts of the p roccedings witb
which Uiey irere acquainted. Per-
sonages wdîo have corne dowa te us
witb ail the prestige, that the posses-
s-ion of inanly virtue, religion, and
patriotism, c'Lngive to adorn hurnanity,
are riithlesb,:y strippcd, and exposed
as dastardly, bypocritical, and trench-
erous. Wbereas othersj, ro bad-oeea
chargcd, and alirnys believed to have
been guilty of thes worst cimes that
ean disgrace bumanity, are shoira forth
as mucli tradueed individuais; men
against whomn all Uic 'world had con-
spired. There is no douht that mucli
trnth ean bcelcicited by close histori-
,cal criticismn; but to bave ahi well-
understood faces or characters assaihed
and robbcd of even tlîe seînblance of
stability ; to bc told that one, irbo bas
been believed for bundreds of years to
bave introduccd trial by jury, and
other irise lairs for the maintenance
of order, did no such thing; or ano-
ther, who bas been bhamed for ncarhy
tivo thousand yeax-s, as having bascly
betrayed a loving master, for a feir
paltry pieces of silver, actuahly per-
fornied sucli dced with a thoroughly
good, thougli short-sighted intention.
To aqk us te believe sucli as these, is
expecting too mucli fromn our good
faith in Z the skill displnyed ini Uiis
modern inquisitivenesa. Sir f~rancis
Palgrave proves to the satisfaction of
somne, tbat almost ail thc improvements
bitherto, ascribed to .Alfr-ed the Great,
cxistcd before that monarcb -%vas bora.
De Quincey, irbose death bappencd
shortly since, attemptedl to whitewaslî
Judas Iscariot, by proviag that lic iras
a mn ibo knew the world, and wish-
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cd to bring the Saviour face to face
'with the rulers of his country, believ-
ing that thcy would, bo forccd to re-
cogise tL~e God-man in bis bcloved
Master. Lord Macaulay displayB Cran-
mer as a iserable puppet and titue-
Berver, and 'Penn, the Quaker, as a
servile courtier and double-traitor.
Renier lias been trcftted as a mytli;
and "lWho 'wrote Shakspeare?" lias
been asked in real earaest.

Amongst those who have been sub-
jected to sucli searching enquiry, noue
sccms to have el.cited opinions so di-
verse, as Mary, the loely Qucen of
Scots.

0O, lovelier than the fairest flot-cr,
That ever blcomied on green,

Was she, the lily of the land,
That young and spotless Qucen !

Such is the descriptive interjection
that Aytoun puts into the mouth of
bis împrisoned haro, Bothwell; but
she has been dcscribed ini other style.
She bas beca held up to obloquy .as a
decided bigot and pet ecutor ini reli-
gion-an instigator of murder thc moôst
foui-a sbainelessly unfaithful wife-a
very leopard, pleasing to thc eye, but
of a most cvii nature.

Rer adruirers, and sic bas, even
now, rnany ivho miglit hc called loyers,
declare that she was in-uid by Uic
religious demagogues of Uic day, upon
whoni tbcy charge the ilibcrality in
rel *igion; that as a a-île, Bbc bad been
long-suffering wiith a brutal husband 1
as a sister, forgiving to a plotting,
freacherous brother; as a mother,
loving te a silly son, who loft ber to
the tender morcies of lier rivai; and
that sic was murder-d by a cousin.

Mary wasindeed '.o common woxnan.
The incidents of lier life surpass Uic
xnost gla.rin- fiction. Ten thousand
men fell at 2 dnke, because Scotland
rcfused to betroth Uic child of a haif
dozen years to the younE Kiag of
Ergland. At seventeeh shewias Qucen

*of Scotland and France, and had laid
dlaim. to Uic English Croira. TwSo
different Parliaients lad dJeclared
Elizabeth iliegitixnate, and Mary iras
the next in succession. She landed
at Leith, Qucen ])oiager of France,
and Qucen Regnant of Scotland, whlen
on-,ly -.ncen. At tweaity-threc, Uic
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