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We have received the annual report
for 1887 of the above institution. The
gentlemen who take such an active iii-
-terest in the charity are to be congratu-
lated on the very successful result of their
labors and are desepving of the thanks of
the community for their generous devo-
tion, especially the secretary-treasurer, on
whom devolves a very large proportion of
the troublesoine duties in connection with
the working of the hospital. We would
gladly stay our pen liere ; but, unforturi-
ately, the report contains a paragraph of
such vital interest to miedical men that it
is impossible for a journal devoted to the
profession to pass it by without -onnent.
We are not advocating the cause of any
particular individual. No doubt the
gentleman who finds hinself aggrieved ii
this case will adopt measures to right
himself in the eyes of the profession as
well as those of the public, and in doing
so he will have the practical symiipathy of
the pro-fsssion a+. large. 'le paragraph
alluded to announces the reioval of onte
the medical staff. We are informued that
this action of the matinging committee
was in consequonce of the mne-dicd oflicer
not replying to a letter or letvrs addressed
to him by the board, his explanation be-
ing that his not doing so was because of
the terms in which those communications
were couched. No doubt the committee
would have been entirely justified in hold.
ing an enquiry and calling on the official
for a virav oce statenent concerning anîy
act of bis in connection with the institu-
tion of which they had the management.
But without further action or enquiry on
their part, they, with indecent haste, took
the extremest step which they were in a
position to do, and publicly removed a
member of the medical staff, publishing it
through the columns of the daily papers
to the world, and by this act inflicting on
him the greatest injnry that it was in
their power to do. We have no hesita.
tion in saying that such a course on the
part tif the oinittee was entirely and

altogether un justifiable, and if such acts
are tamuely submitted to by the profession
it would place over then an autocratic,
irresponsible tribunal, whose motives and
actions might ba in accord witlh justice
and right or which night be inuenced
by the very contrary feelings. It is to
be renmembered that the governing board
of a hospital is elected fron the general
body of the subscribers, and that men be-
cone subscribers froru very muixed motives,
a proportion from pure charitable and
philanthropic feeling, a larger proportion
for other rersons and other incentives,
If this autocratic power were vested in
tlhe goverinmg body, how easy would it he
for persons hostile to a menier of the
medical staff to gain such positions for
the muere purpose of working out his ruin.
And when it is reinembered that the
muedical staff is the pivot on which the
institution works, that these self-sacrific-
ing men willingly devote their time and
their labor to aidinig the good work ; that
they act as tbe menbers of no other pro-
fession or calling act; that without hope
of fee or reward tlhey give freely of all
the Alnighty lias endowed then for the
benefit of their fellow-mortals. When we
rememnîber this, surely it is niot too mucl
to expect that their faults of omission or
colimmissiou should he generoubly con-
sidered, and that their inestimable public
services should not be enployed as a
means to work out their ruin. True, an
hospital appointnent is an honorable po-
sition, reifecting credit on the holder; but
waat professional mn with . any self-
respect would accept office in an institu-
tion prerided ovei by a star chamber com-
mittee with power to crush him te the
ground, ruin his professional reputation,
and hold hini up to the scorn and derision
of the world. In the case we allude to,
nanely, not answering the emminuittee's
letter-and it would appear their conse-
quent assumption unproven-was far too
flinsy a pretext for this act of arbitrary
power whicl might he damning to the
prospects of a professional man and blast-
ing to his reputation, and this deliberately
done without thie endorsation of others
interested in the charity, who in a case so
frau.ght with injury in this particuler çase


