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occasionally the b by giving impulse to the
fluid through its mediastival wall, may cause
effusion to be misinkesn for aneurism. I bave never
noticed auy such effect.

When to Operate.—Experience has tanght me
always to o;;;mu withovt delay when the plenral
eavity hmg become distended with fluid, and the
dyspneea ia great; for | have found that when per-
formed enarly, it prevents long ledious iliness, future
contraction of the chest and she probable develope-
meunt of tubercle, or perhaps & troublesoms fistuious
opening in the side. Y alao remove the efusion in
all chronie cases where it will not disappear nnder
a reasonable amount of treatmeut, for 1 bave noticed
that persons sometimes die sudderly of dyspacea,
with ons side of ithe chest hat partly filled with
fluid. 1 never wait for pointing, nor necessarily
insert the trocar at one when esisting, choosing
rather the wmost depending par. of the chest; and
distike or refuse to tap n all cases where the inter-
costals ave depressed, never feeling certaln of see-
fog anything flow away.

ere Lo e.—The most appropriate apot
for puncture is beiween the ninth sod tenth ribs,
In & lige let fall from the lower angle of the scapala,
1 have, however, tapped under the axills and evea
in the bresst when the case seemed to require it. Bat
in sclecting the precise intercostal space of the
back, I usually choose one about an inch and a
balf higher than the Yioe on a level with the Jowest
point at which respiratory murmur can be keard in
the healthy lung of the opposite plearal cavisy,

The Operation—The instrument I employ is a
small trocar a little larger than the ordinary ex-
%odug tracars of our packet cases of fnstruments,

han pusigl‘ab the png%u lhﬁ;:ld be sented side-
WAYS Oh & ¢ or astride with his face towsrds
the back of it.

Having pressed the forefinger of the left hand deep-

intothe intercostal space, I pluage the instrument
t! pgh st the depressed part, keeping as near as
poasible 1o the mpper edge of the lower of the two
ribs, to avaid injuring the larger branches of the
intercosial arteries which run slong their inferior
borders. 1tis in my opinion, however, axtremely
difficult to touch theae vessels with such a small in«
strument, as they are more likely to bo displaced
than cut by it; indeed among all the operations
performed in Boston and ita vicinitv, for eighteen

months, { huve not knowa of bleedin Laving oo
cucred but in one case, when it proved but sligh
and followed on the withdrawal of the canula, '}
pever inclae the akin before the introduction of the
troear, (for I ind when Iv with its canuls will
readily through buckskin or ghamois, as it sbould
do whaen well made, its icsertion will be essy and
cagse but little pain—Ep.) Having withdeawn the
- instrament, we that the passage of the Suid fs not
impeded in sny way through ihe tube, employing
a blont probe to ascertain the cause, and o remove
any obatruction ; then by means of a plece of vary
fiezible tublug aud a double valve syringe, similar
to that of & stomach pump, (an ordinary bivalved
snema gdnge might be employed for waat of
better—En.) demw away the effusion slowly, ontil
by diatress, or » sense of dragging, distenaton, or
pain, the lung gives warning that it bas undergone
as mach expansion as it can endure with 43: .
Baviog now removed the trocar, the wonnd will be
found W contmet and close 5o completely that zo
mam' g of any kind will afterwards be re-
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It is wonderful to observe the effects prodang
by this operation, even upon the mwind, which, i
the luag, seerms relieved frum great oppressior, ay
| the patient, before quite weak, gets up and wal
tgand wlks acd acts like & new being. The dige
' tion becomes at onee improved and the strength
‘eapldly regalaed. The cough nsually, howsen!
asugments doring the first few days, the pules
tins ita quickness, friction sounds occsionsl
becoms developed, and several months may ¢
before the vesicular murmur becomes properly
established. The amount of relief obiained beary
relation to the quaatity of fluid removed, forlk
fouud as much ensue from balf & pint as from
quart.

Surgeons generaily have the ides that theentran
of air at an operstion produces dangerous sym
toma. ¥ bave never found this to be the case, evy
when from mismansgement of the syringe it
been pumped into the chest; nor am I alone in W
experience ; other operators, who have wilnessd
fike accidents, corroborate the testimony, the ow
disagreeadls effect being the oppression mom
rily produced. I do not doubt, however, thared
Jrequently introduced would prove injurious.

Some surgeons hesitate to operate for feard
wounding the lung. My experiencs on this sibje
is, that the puncrore of any portion of the luag
can de reached with this small instrument, evead
it were likely after ausculation, is but of ti
moment compared to the great benefit to be ded
ved from drawiog off the effusion. 1 bave can
fnnctumi the lung, Dr. Wyman confrssen s ok

ar accident, and § have witnessed & third surg
not oaly injure it with the trocar,but work d
suction pump whilst the cancle wasin its gubstane
notwithatanding which all these patienta got
a8 ususl, although bleody sputs was cccasioned
one of them,

I do not pretend that this operation will ¢
overy case in which it is employed, but feel o
dent that in my hands it hse been the means
saving many lives; and 1 believo that se
patients within my knowledge, who hare died wd
under the care of other physicians, might bave
covered had it been had recourse to.

It is comparatively barmless and gives but I
paln, and, in my opinion, ought never to bealle
to fall into disnse by the profeasion.

It was in my eaclier years of practice that T 5l
noticed and endeavored to prevent audden &
from pleuritic effusion, meeting with but indiff
succeas, owing to the ‘imperfect state of surgery
the time, when my attention was frst drawal

? by means of & s
trocar and suction pump, which I at once adoptd
#s the mesna I had 50 long sought after. Nodl
iog his plan, howerver, I employed a flexible tobe
the canula, that it might not be disturbed whilal
was drowing off the finid. I have ewployed
instrument ever since, and the result Is the expul
ence here given. I consider the operation so
that I would as lieve perform {1, ns to draw &
or vaccinate a child,

Boaton, Nov, 18632,
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Ono of the mont agroeabdle and efsctual sgwl
for removing the odour left on the hands st
muking autopsies, is the solution of the perms
g;ucteofpomhor soda.~Pacific Med, & S




