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consent and co-operation will not be long wanting, for the
aims and scope of this Act are such as should commend them-
seives to every member of the profession. Briefly, I would say
that the main purpose of this Bill is to establish a Central
Medical Council of Canada, with power to examine candidates
and grant licenses, the possession of which shall ensure to the
holders thereof such a medical status as will enabie them to
practise not only in all parts of the Dominion, but in the Urited
Kingdom as well, or, indeed, in any portion of his Majesty’s
Empire, in short, to do away with those mortifying disabilities
under which a medicinal man trained in Canada now labors,
and put him upon a footing of professional equality with his
brethren 1a other parts of the Empive. This is assuredly a
laudable and most desirable object, and one which, in my
humble opinion, should call forth the best efforts of each one
of us to bring about its accomplishment : and I sincerely frust
that some concerted action will be {aken in this matter before
the meeting closes. '

It is the least, I think, we can do to show our appreciation
of the strenuous efforts excerted in sccuring the passage of so
important a measure.

This brings me to my fourth and last point, * The Treatment
of Inebriates.” A conviction has been steadily growing in the
minds of most medical men of late years that something should
be done for the care and control of dipsomaniacs and inebriates
in the form of founding establishments combining the main fea-
tures of a hospital and an insane asylum, where drunkards could
be legally confined under medical authority and treated in a
systematic and enlightened manner. The practice, hitherto, of
treating them as criminals sekject 1o a fine or short periods of
confinement in the common prisons of the country, bas been
shown to be wholly unsatisfactory and often productive of the
greatest evil to themselves and those ‘who may be dependent
upon them. .

There can be no doubt, I think, that the care and ireatment
of those unfortunate members of society is a question of the
gravest and most vital importance, and should command the
interest and attention of medical men as & subject, which, com-
ing well within their province, affects so seriously the gencral
commonwealth,

A movement towards this end has already been taken in
Ontario, and a Bill drafted, the principles of which have received
the endorsation of the Toronto Medical Society, and also of
our own Association; but what we want is a Dominion Act
affecting the whole country ; and it would be the source of the
greatest satisfaction to me if this meeting would take this
question up seviously and nominate a commiitee to draft a



