
OUGINAL CuMMUNICAToNS.

to the mother bv perforning both operations; as I find on consulting

Clurchîll's excelent work on nitdwitry, that of one hundred and

sixtv-lile cases of iurning eleven mothers died, or One in fifleen ; and

of two imudred and lt v-one cases ofcraniotoiy fifty-tiwo nothers died

or One in five, but I tlink he refi rs tu eases where there was narrowness

of the pelvis oue w-y or tler. Bt on the other had. uS I coulIL not

with certainty say to myself, previous to turniff, that it was a Hydro-

cephalic firtuls ; and ountld not say positively uni il some tinie after turn-

ing, anda attemiptoug to deliver the head, that the child vas dead, I es-

caped the possibilty of taking away the life of wliat mighlt be a living
and healthy child, as it was impossible uitil soine time after the

body wns delivered to say that the cnld was dead. Ilowever, I think,
the peculiarities and circnmstances of the case, together with the resuit
to the mother afterwards, will bear me out in the course I pursued on

the occasion.
Dundas, May Sth, 1S55.

ART. IV... Cas-e of Alrnormal Placenta. By DR. HILr., Ottawa City.

In a case of midwifery that recently ecenîrred in my practice wherein
the patient brought forth twin children, a most singultar deviation fron
nature took place ii the p1acental development, and as suich iatters are
of interest 1 place it on record, mure especmlly as I am led to consider it
of very rure occurrenic, never having seen such a pectuliarity noted in
print, and having met vith this as the only instance in my own practice.
The placental mass seemed to me, at first sight, to be single, but on ex-
amination it was evidently formed by the -intiniate union of two placen-
to at their edges, thus resenbling in shape the figure 8, with an extremely
large vaist, as the union haid taken place between the two at points
m hich would have beei reresented by the rmoal oI eat )et one-third
of each placenta, supposing then origimally to have beenl of a round
shape, this would Of course give a very lirge suirfl:ce for contact ; thîe tuma-
bilical cords were, as usual, tvo in nuumber, and ins(rte(l n the ordinury
manner at or about the centre of each placetal mass. I imangmne the
circulation vas entirely indepen lîent il each, and that no vnaseolar con-
nection existed. The clildreu weret both lving and laltlhy.


