NIEMEIIN—REMAIRKN AN SPINA BIFiDA, KBR

stitational specivs since sibbens Tus never been seen asan indication of the
prunary disorder.

This epiphenomenon of sypliulisis net frequently (leervad in Canada.
Cf the few coses T have ccen the above is the Lest illustration, A nearly
analogous aflection is ohserved in Treland where it s commonly culled
button scurvy, and in the Vest India Ishandsand Atvia wineh s techme-
cally named frambasia. This almost ubiqutous diffuson 1s un viportant
circumstance in serving to impute that there is, alteralll nothing vory
national in the constitntion of ~ibhens and that proLally the instances of
its ocenrrence in Canadawill be contined to irmigrants. 1 huve not
vetseen it in a native orin the descendants of eolomste. The subiect

of the above caseccas well us Loy Jrsbasd Ll boen many vears in Cae
nada.
ART. XXX.—LRemuarls on uirna {;{ﬂ.lu i the London correspondcnce.

BY GEORN XNIEMFILR, M. D,

In the November nuniber of the Giveniele] find under the continusn-
iron of the London correspondence No. 3, a new plan of treatment of
spina bifida by Mr. Paget, which, Ly the irritation of the ligaturc ended
four days after the operation in death. 1 ouly want to make a few re-
marks on the following passage :— Pressure upon th e tumour does not in
any way cflect the cerebral functions of the child,therefore the opening
of communication between the cyst and spinal ecord is very small.” I
can tell Mr. Paget exactly the contrary, and any person may notice the
foilowing taking place by sufficiently hard pressure upon the tumour.
The child gets suddenly comatose, the large fontanel gets elevated the
more so the more you press. Why? because you press the water of
the tumour through the fourth ventricle under the pons Sylvii throngh
the aqueductus Sylviiin the third ventricle throngh the foramen of Mon-
ro at the right and left sides in the lateral ventricles; whose ceiling,
the centrum semi-ovale Vieuss.nii is expanded bythe water. The com-
munication between the cyst and the spinal chord has to be naturally very
su.all, but still large enough, to admit of whatI Liave just demonstrated,
because 1 have myself made this experiment twice. In the same way
I account for the sudden death of children, if the tumovr was opened
at once by a large incision, not only the water of the tumour but the

uor spiralis and cerebralis was coming away by this same communi-

.1on between the cyst and brain. In conclusion] would say, that the
.xpression ¢ spina bifida> appears to me to be radically wrong, it means



