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of Berlin, has reported a case in which he observed rhythmical
pulsations of the soft palate. The case was one of aortic insuf-
ficiency. A slight attack of pharyngitis led to an inspection of
the throat, when it was seen that with each carotid pulsation the
tonsils and pillars of the fauces moved slightly towards the median
line, while the soft palate and uvula were somewhat lowered, so
that there was a rhythmical contraction of the faucial opening
at the same time that there was an increase in the redness of
the mucous membrane. Inspectionof the throat after the inflam-
mation had subsided showed the pulsation still present, though
somewhat less pronounced. His attention having been thus
called to this peculiar condition, Dr. Miiller searched for it in
six other cases of aortic insufficiency, and found it four timesin
a total of seven cases. In an article in the Gazette Hebdoma-
daire de Médecine et de Chirurgie, March 15, 1890, Dr. P.
Merklen quotes these cases and refers to an observation of his
own, The patient was a young man, who had a double mitral
and aortic lesion, with marked hypertrophy of the auricle and
left ventricle. The sublingual capillary pulse was distinct, and,
in addition, the palatal pulse was very -evident on inspection.

This was more particularly marked in the uvuala, which could
be seen to swell synchronously with the carotid and radial
pulses. Although, as Dr. Merklen remarks, this sign can have

no great clinical value as an aid to diagnosis, it would, never-
theless, be interesting to learn with what constancy it is present
in cases of aortic insufficiency, and whether the pulsation is
ever visible in any other conditions. Miiller never observed it

in any other cases than those of aortic insufficiency, and Merkien

has also examined many patients without this condition‘, but

failed to find any pulsation. It is certainly not present in all

cases of aortic insufficiency, for Miiller looked for it in four such

cases, but could not detect it. ‘The palatal movements are not

caused by transmission of the carotid beat, but are probably

produced in the same way as the capillary pulse seen under the

finger-nails in cases with similar cardiac lesions.*

*The New York Medioal Record, May 3lst, 1890.



