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has yet been published. The înest comprehensive catalogue, of
wvbich I arn aware, is to be found in llenzen's Index to Orelli's
Inscriptions, Vol. III, but even it, altboughi very carefully prepared,
and giving information Up to 1856, is dfcie hr r on
deitiets. nanied in inscriptions found in Britain, that are not
inentioned ini it. Amongst these is a god, wbose narne appears
ini three inscriptions found on the site of a Roman villa at Lydney,
in Gloucestersl]ire. The nume in one is NODOINTI, ir. the dative
case; in anotl1er NVDENTB, w-hichi seenis to be used for NYDENTI
in the dative case; and in thc. third N ODENTI, also in the dative
case, and.LNODENTIS in the genitive case. The ouly explanation,,
which I have seen relative to this deity, is contained il «The Romans
in Gloucestershiire," a Lectur~e by the Rex'. Samuel Lysons, M. A.,
London, 1860. Mr. L. regards the naine of the deity as NOONS
or NODENS, and identifies humih xith .Zsculapius, on the followingt
grounds:

Il'Tbe remains of a vcry considerable Roman building were diseovered on an
eminence in Lidney Païk, ou the forest zide of our county, and carefully explored
by the late Riglit Hon. Charles ]3ragge Blathurst. A very good series of interest-
ing coins was thon discovered, w'bich is, I believe, stili in possession of tbe present
proprietor: but -wlat adds great interest to that discovcry -%vas the finding of
several votive tablets to a divinity, -which bhas caused ne littie speculation among
antiqu.aries,-tie god Nodens or iLýodons. The difflculty was, te identify blis name
with tbe staiucs of the god bimiself, whicb -%vere discovcred at tbe samie place, and
'bore ail the obaracteristicq of Zsuapius, viz. :-a deg, a cock, and serpents twýinitn
round a rod or staff, reminding one of Mosos' contest witb the magicians of DIgypt.
Pausanias relates thiat .Zîscuiapius wvas represented lu bis temple nt Epidaurus, as
leaning on a serpent with a dog nt bis feet; and Plate, in bis Plinede, mentions the
cock, as éacred t., tite g-od of Medicine. B ut a littie reflection shows us bow the
Romans in their latr occupation of this islanld bad pcrvcrted £ýsculapius' Greeh
attribute of &ydýauvos, the alieviator of pain (wbcnce eur terni anodyne) inte the
dcity, Nodenis.'

The explanation offered by MRr. Lysons, does not cemrnend itself
to me. In the first place, there seems te be doubt as te the statues
whieh were discevered. A learned correspondent, well versedin areh-

oeloical investigations, inforins mie that the statues found tiiere Were
terminal figures, one of Pan and the other probably of Diana. But,

*The inscriptions are, 1 'oeleve, given in Lysons'C Reliqie, bout 1 am not mble te consult
that wVork,.


