
JOURNAL 0F EDUCATION.

It is, on the coîîtra&ry, to keeop thins frosa goissg tisere tilat tilt, olî e risoandi taught, at ieast, iii the conisuosi branches. W\hesî so snany ellforts are boingput forth for- the improveillsst tiÀ lisusssitvt, it is dtiu to holieve tisat wve shah,h]ave to wvait mnuci longer for tiis slocessary s-eiormi." *
Thie Il parental slisool 'a is feit aiso by Hlifax to ho a ilesirable, if not noces-sary adjunct of a coinplslorv systeni. \ndl if it is oves' to beoe(1. :î gCenecrcillyenforced I.law, nsany other lovaiities wvill l'or1 the ncoed of Suech a, provincialinstitution.
Throiwgh the .ioumm~, oi. EDUCÂTION, iiicl goes to every ])adof ScîsoolT'rustees in the Province, 1 prop~osed a nmoudifications of our present lawv, ansd askedfor the opinions of trustees 0o1 the niatter. I receiveti but oie commsnunication,whiiei 'vas not in favor of tie usefulssess of the preosont systviii. The advantageof the modification, to whicii referosice bias beesi matie, aî>pears to l'e in givingthse trustees the poiver to exenmpt parents "r gmardians froin finle,; aecruissg undertliý. general laws of the, province, pruviding an appeal to the Board of Trusteesbefore the 3lst of Juiy, sisould, be matie %vith evidence of inabiiity to ciothoe chul-dren, or to send thero on account of healih, or of tisoir attossding a private school,etc. The ordinary LBoard of Trustees lias a grcat deal of inertia. It cannot nowmiove to fisse those violating the lawv. Thée inertia in this case is t,,ai nst theenforcement. If thle board ;Iioe(l as mnucb inertia under the proposeti conditions-in rensit.ting fines-this inerLin would work for, enforcensent. At ieast, tiheLatter function wvosld not bh o 0 nupleasant as the former.

1 sketchi the prisîciple of the proposed awv here :
1. The naines and ages of ail pupils iii the section and their jparents ansdguardians slsouid bo onrolled ln the register. The register is already prepared for it.2. At the ensd of the year the teacîser, iii the usual uhanner, shoîiid sun thseattendanse of eacit pupil in one columis, and tise tinys lost ini anothor, as at presont..3. The secretaryv of the truistees shoîsid take the nuinhor of tinys lost 1by tiheceliidreniof ecd family, eal tîseus cents, and as sticb ad-! thei to Use poil-tax to)ho coilecteti after tise hirszt of August.

4. At difféent times of tihe year, and finvsliy, on the close of the sehool aboutthe first w'eok of .JuIy, parenits slsould be siotified of tihe amount of days of absenscemnade by their chilalren.
5. Dus'ing the last week iii July tise Board of Trustees %vouid sit for a dlayor more to boeas appeals against tise 'aabseatee " tax :and if tIse recasols"weresufficiesit, the tax nsiighit be resaitteti iii whole or in part. If no appeal should benmade before tise 3lst .JuIy, tise secretary siiould sinîply colioct tise absentee tax-%vitls the poil anal rate tax.
The inaxinstunii tax for the absoniet of one chiid w'itlsout excuise for a -%jsoleyear would be only about $2.O0. Lut tise knowiedge thsat "«ecd day's absencewvill isîcrease iny tax " shmnld hip to nsake sosîse pvople tlsoughtful. It %vouldtendt to constant regularity, wvlereas the pre.sont sy mis satislied with a mini-mni atn(lasce, 'vhich allo'vs of snuch injurious irregularitv.
Tion, agmin-, there would ho a fairness isi tIse Ilabse:ntee " tdx .for tise sectionlosqes about a cent froin thse coîsnty fuid for each absence, so tiat tlic tax wouldbe mierely a refutid to tihe section of wisat it lost hy thse child's absence, anîd whatthe sectioni is mît presesît forced te, jay for oach tiay's absence. Tieze ilotes aremiade to cail attention to tise plan, witii tise view of learniisg %vliither it would bolikely to ho an ilsro)veniient.

1 IL-IN ENGLAND.
I quote tise followissg to show tise vielws of tise Lords of tise Connsittep ofCounceil 01s Eucatiosi iii Esglasît, as oxpressoti by thse Vico-President oftise ('otincil, at Lusîgton, North Stforihie ove:n1ber, 1897. Nova


