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HE attention of "Teachers is specially direeted to the adver-
tisement respeeting the Annual Cunvention of Teachers to

be held in Halifax during the Christinas Holidays,  We hope
there will be a large gathering of Teachers—men and women.

EXAMINATIONS.

fl‘HAT a system for the examination of teachers, in onder to
be perfectly  satisfactory, must combine the qualities of
thuroughness, and unifornity, is a proposition in support of which
it is nut necessary to advance any argument. It is only on the
by puthesis that these two puints are attainable that any system of
cxamination beeomes disirable.  In addition to these qualities,

though not of ¢qaal importance, ra
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After placiag bis estimate o cacl sct of papers, the ex.auiver re-

turns them to the Education Office, where the several reports re-
ferring to cach candidate are compared, aud the aecision made n
the manner explained further on.

L. Thoroughness :—''o ensure thoronghness, two things are in-
dispensable : the questions put to the candidates, must be such as
cannot be answered withont a thir knowledge of the subject; the
candidate mast be required to depena solely on his own resources
i giving answers o the questivns, The questions used at the re-
cent examination were drawn up with very great care and consid-
eration—while it was seught to ask nothing unreasonable, it was
also sougzht to avoid asking any question which coulit be fully and
satisfactorily answered without a respectable knowledge of the
branch to which it referred. In a few branches the number of

rapidity in reaching results is to | questions ashed was perliaps oul of propurtion to the time allowed

Le wuuht after. Delay under any dircumstances, i unpleasant, | fiur an wering them, but the disproportion was more apparent

p('rhalb never more 2o than when we are waiting to hear the result
of an examination.  The old system in vogue here had this one
redeciing quality —it was rapid.  Bat it was rapidity gained at a
tremendous sacnfice of what is much more important, —uniformi-
ty. That system has been superseded by another, in which thor
vughness and unifuriity are hept in siew as the primary and essen-
tial qualities to be sought after, and, sofar as cunsistent w.th thesc,
every possible effurt is made to sccure expeditious working.  To
explain the mode in which this system proposes to attain these
qualities is the design of’ the present article.

For the information of those unacquainted with the details of
our school law, we may here explain that, in accorlance with an

-~ -~ . act passed in the last session of the Legislature, the nmcbmer) Jor

the examination of teachers in this Province consists o~ four

cxaminers, and twenty-one dcputics.  The business of the deputy

. _Bt:chch station is 16 place before the candidates the printed ques-
:ﬁ'ﬁs sent Sut Trom the Education Department, and to forward to
the’ “department their wrjtten answers.  The depnty nlso" cxamines
in feading. ' The written answers of the candidates are submifted
to the examiners, cach taking the papers referring to -pedific sib-
«cts. The branches are dmdcd betweeh the examinars thus:—
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LANGUAGE.

English Granmar, crag
“  Analysis, .
History of hn"lnch Launguage,

Prosady,
Compos tion,
Criticism,
Iatin,
Greek.

HIBTORY AND GEOGRAPHY.

Geography, General,
G -Nova Scotm.,
Tw A:;c:cnt,
History, Grccxan.
. - i ee 'Koman,. .
. “ Butxsh' s .
© v, ° % .. Npya-Scotian, T
Univ:

- o emewbe |
MATHRMATICS. AN .o
- Arithmetigpos, "« :
Algcbn.-»o- 2 . .
n Geomcu:):'l’lnnc i s
Vs g .Solid and Spherical, ~'77.*"
et e “Pr? hcal)\in{hcmatxcs
swasd %L & N:mgatxon
J mL Sy omme . af
scnoox. MANAGEMENT, 'rmcm\c, &c. *
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Tex & -~
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o ws e e
Schoo Mnnmre.mcnt,
Qucstions on cac‘hmg )

Natural Philosophy;'s - - & -t ’
Book-Keeping, .
Clicmistry.
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than real, as thc questions were such as to adnd® of very short
answers.—uften unly one word, scldom more than two or three.
It assigrning the tane alluwed for soine branches. as English Gram-
mar fur e cample, suffidient allowance was not made fur the time
necessanily  conswmed in ruiing paper in the forn required ; due
consideration was however given to this fact inwaking the awards.
Fite per cent. was added to the general average of eacl candi-
date, to make up for auy injustice which may have been suffered
owing to the circumstance under consideration.

In onder that all teachers of common schools might be enabled to
complete their work in two days, it was necessary togive less time
on many branches than was desirable.  As the candidates have so
geaerally murmured as to the shortness of the time allowed on
each branely, it is probmble that hercafter the }ng@auomog,gx;lq .
candidates for license of the 1st Class will éxtend over three dage.
It will then be possible to do morc ample justice to all the
branches.

In geference to the other requisite to thoroughness it need only
bo said that the deputy examiner is required to testify that his ju-
strugtions have been faithfully adhered to and that the papers fors
warded have all been wrought by the candidates without improper
assistance of any kind.

-~ 2. Uniformity:—The cxamination is now perfectly uniform in

 allperts of the country.  The same questions arc put to a candidate

for-a license of a given-class wherever he presents himself for ex-
amination ; the same examiners pronounceon the work of all ; and
the same rules and tests are applied in all cases.  There is thercefore
nothinz left to be desired in this behalf. The law-grauts the same
allowance to teachers of the same ¢lass wherever cioployed. It now
by 2 uniform systemn of examination, insists that teachers of the same
class shall possess like qualificaticns. .
¢ have said nothing of impartiality. - It is of courso™neces-

s:u-) {hnt the wholc pmcess of the-esamibition be as far :*.s'p’dsa;“"bfc

abovathe taint of a suspicion of: iartiality~ Unless cqn‘ilguslxce

is sllcwn to all comers, the systemn fiils” of that ‘uniformitywhick

‘aPadinit to be a prime requisite. © We thall see hereafier tbnt%r?!n;
a}gart from the character of the ‘cxaminery, an almost absoRite:
s:xf'c-gaard is provided agninst favouritism of any kind, e ¢-7 i

4 =

. e .a u-J)
2 The mode of conducting the exercises at each stat)pn ;_snt onéo
beaptifully simple and effective.; In order to prevent the ¢ dxshoncst-
ly.disposed from copying the exercises of ot};exs,.amcangu.aw
gech:grado are made tosit m,smg]o alternate rows J'ronxgggt to
reards It.is thus made xmpmb}c for two. of_the samc‘grmw tocsit
at the.same desk.  All aro,then:numbered. in tho o*dc: of prades
fromifropt.to rear and rear w Sront- alternnwl).;m\thc a.lu:rnam
yows. . The following diagram | will ﬂ}usmw onr_meaning.«- A
statls far -candidates for HehdeMagters dxploma.,- Bifor. candidates
for licenso of the 1st Class; C for female candidates of the 1st and



