FOR LOWER CANADA.

you a kind of right to demand full answers to all your test questions, ,
when the lesson 18 concluded. You will, of course, o over the ground |
a second time more vapidiy than at first; bt it is always desirnble to
cover the whole area of your subject i recapitulation, and to put
questions to every child in the class.—This distinction may be made |
between the questioning of insttuetion and the questioning ol examina.
tion. In the former the simultancons method may be used. Tlis gives |
vigour and life to a lesson, and helps to strengthen and fix the im.
pression you wish to comey.  But you must not be sasfied with
simultaneous auswers, They will prove mistending if not tollowed up .
by individual questioning.  Our best edueationists recommend that
exnmination questions should be entively individuat,

Another, and one of the plans for training, working the minds of
chilien by questioning, mustering what they read, and testing the
results of the whole trwining, I shall give for your considention. It
is o plan I strongly recommend.

The entive work of dii‘ling nnd examining i3 by much too great to
be thosouzhly and profitably gouc theough at oue tiwme 3 1t 15 too much
for the pupil’'s patience, and concentinted attention ; it is too much
with reference to the trainer’s mind to Le constantly on the st.cteh
aud far too much as it respeets efliciency in going throwgh the work. |
Every put of school woik rejuires to be done within specibed divi
sions of t.me; and these you muke lons or shoit with 1eference to the
subjrets to he taught. ‘The reading dail, with its concomitants ot
saetling, iustructive questioning, definitions and applications ot words,
examinutory testing of results, &e., is too much work to dv justice to
:m?' one pa:t of it, within the purtion of time ot which your other work
will admit, un.ess you race over cach part hurriedly. ~ Aud to do this
is to make the 1esults of your kibour of little value; and if you extend
your time, to enable you to do justice to cach pait of the work, itmust

¢ at the expense of’ other pits of school work; at the expense too
of your class’s patience and coacentsation of mentul cffuit at one
time ; nor is lonx continved effort in your own fuvour. The teacher
as well as the pupil needs breathing moments—a change in the work,
and which he often needs. Momentary reliefs, passing trom one kind
of exercise to another helps bim to make his teaching more vigorous.

What I recommend is, that on'y rairt of the work of the readmy
d it be gone through at one specified time,—say the reading part only.
Another pa.t, namely, instructive questioning, training the class to
mental clfoit in tracing, unde standing, tiuths, and exercising their
minds upon them ; acquiring knowled ze of words and their vatied ap-
plications : and testmng the results of the whule, should have a disunct
place allotted to them in your time table.—~Dictation exercises for
spelling, and recapitulations, and writing outlines of lessons, 1 would
make the concluding part of the work.—1 would leave to the jud zment
o. the teacher what p]:\ces in bis time table, each division of the work
should have.—These divisions of the work would enable you to do
wore justice to cach part of the training, and the general results would,
to yousself, be far more satisfuctory.—Let me now show how the yead-
ing d ill should be gane through. The cluss yeady for work—begin by
makiny one in the class announce the lesson. You then, 3" not
done before, divide the lesson into portions, of two or wmore sen-
tences, as you may cousider suitable. Then commence the work,
first on the pionuncintion of words,—how and wher pauses should

be made,—showing the difference between the pause for breathing,
and the on: for 1czulating the seuse aud bringing ort the meaning. !
Put test questions, as you procecd to wmake the class attentive.—This
beinz done, read before them the fi st portion, but only one clavse at
a time—to be read by them in a loud distinct voice simullaneously
immediately after you. L.t your own reading he déstinct and slow,
that they may be able to Cl!t'jl correetly your pronunciation, observe
how you brinz the wo:ds tozether in 1cading, to give the meaniny
correctly, the re’ative stress cach word receives, and the varied tones
and modulations of your voice.—On your pronouncing the {ast word
of the c nuse, they commence reading it in unison, after your model;
and, when required, re-read it till they come up to your wish. Then
call on individuals to rcad, 1o asce tain their attention and the effect
of your training. Then, pay special attention to pronunciation,
fluency of utterance, and the toning and training of therr vo ces.

You are here exercising them on the fundamental elements of good
reading. Then, be particular and painstaking. Question, as you pro-
ceed, and make their answers to your questions be instantly fullowed
by their po1vG whatever may he necessary to show that they praclic
ally know the thiny. Go through all the divisions of the lesson in this
way. Then return to the begzinning, to g0 over the ground a secoud
time, but differently ; for this, the first drill was a preparation.

Jory Bruce,
Tnspector of Schools.

¢t Xo be continued.)

Idle Genius in School.

"How doths the little bugy bee
Improve cach shining hour.

T ay excecdingly sensitive.  Derhaps, in my old days, I am getting
nervous. Nuthing, at any rate, annoys me so much as in looking over
the school-room to see several vacant eyes staing e in the tace. It
is a strong sywptom that it mischiel’ is not already biening, there soon
will be.  Un such ocensivns it is dungerous to throw your undivided
cnergics into the cluss reciting, lest the urching take advantage of
your ungutrded taithfulness to enjoy private theatricals in the way of
low comedy or grotesjue puntomune. ¢ Eyes right” iy, thetetore,
in our petty despotizm, not u temporary order in n changing sevies of
cvolutivng, but o standing r1equsition for the day. 1t these useful
organs are discovered wandering, the party to whom they belony is
jnstantly called to an account.

I notice Peter, for example, sucking his fingers, with his liquid orbs
intently fastened on the muster's face, wtmg for the susyicious
moment 10 hurl o wad, which he has been chewing for five mmutes,

"at Jue's head. ¢ What a.e you doing Peter? " Nothing.” “Well,

as you may get into mischief, suppose you dinw amap of the New
Englund States on your slate, and how 1t 1o me before you leave the
house.” This tiifling job keeps Peter employed for an hour, jrevents
his making Fort Sumters out of his neizhbots’ heads, prepures him
for futwme usefulness as an engraver, and smves the poor domine the
vexation of a deal of discipline which the wad might have tendered
necessary.  Biight pupils will some times get thiough with their
lessons, and upparentiy have nothing to dv. In such cases, have it
undersdood that when employment s desired, by simply rasing the
haud, the ambitious mind wilt imediately be grauf.ed by the wacher.
Pieasantly show to the dear young hearts that unless thewr eyes are
busy in the joyous ncquisition of’ knowledge, Satan will soun lend
them into many funny and naughty performances, for which they will
shed bitter tems when they get to be old men, if not, indeed, that
very moraing.

U'o teachers troubled with lounging, restless, twisting youngsters,
the plan is 1ecommended as most eflicacious.  As soon as you notice
the whites of the listless eyes, give as a dose the map of Asiu on the
slate. The preseription is perfectly safe, wananted not to injure the
smallest child, being free, as the patent mcdicines say, from meicury
aud all deleterious diugs.  Repeat the dose on subsequent days, until
a cure is effected.  In about a month your school, for appication,
witl be the wonder of those parts.—Illinvis Leacher.

W.W.D.

Threce Rules for Good Reading.

Rirst.—Finish each word. T use the phrase in the sense of a watch.
maker or jewetler. The difference hetween two articles, which at a little
distance look much the same, all lies in the finish. Each wheel ina watch
must be thoroughiy finished ; and so each word in a sentence must be
must completely and carefuly pronounced. This will make reading
both pleasant and audible. Cureful pronunciation is mo:e important
than noise. Some time ago I'hea d a peison make a speech in a large
hall; he spoke distiuctly, and I heard every wo:d; unfu.turately, ke
became warm i his subject, and spoke loud y and energetically, and
immediately his speech became an marticulate nois2.  Second.y.—Do
not drop the voice st the eud of a sentence.  Simple as the rule may
seem, it is one most necessary tv enforce.  If the whole of a sentence
be aud:ble except the conclusion, the passaze read becomes discon-
tinuous, a series of intelligzible portions interspeised with blanks.
Confusion, of necessity, attaches to the whole. Thirdly.—Always read
fiom a full chest. ‘The reading voice should always bz a complete
vocedi petlo ; and the chest, which is truly the wind-chestof the human
organ, should never be exhausted. Th.s isas important for the speaker
as the hearers, and for the hearers as for the speaker. The voice is
delivered with case, and becomes agreeable. Singers know well the
importance, indeed the necessity, of taking hreath at proper places.
The same thing is important for reading, in a large building where
attention to this matter is indispensaole.~——T%he Dean of Ely, in the
Englishman’s Magazine.



