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present state of the municipal system of Lower Cuanada it would be] The debts contracted for buildings and other expenses incident to
impossible to secure the efficient ingpection of echools wder such | the installation of some of those institutions, more recently estab.
an arrangement.  Moreover, it uppears to me very doubtiul i prin-| lished, have mduced an amount of embarrassment of which £would
ciple, whether, the officer, who should control the direction exercised ' aladiy relieve them, if the state of the superior education fund per-
by tho commussioners and trustees over the schools, ought 10 be ap- mitted me; but, az we have seen, inorder that we may keep up
pointed and paid by wnd local authority, rather than by the depart- " the preseat anuual grants, and distribute aids to new mstitutions es.

ment of publie instruction.

What remasns to be done, therefore, is, as [ suggested in a for-
mer report, to reduce the excessive extent of the districts of inspec-
tion, and, as often as may be practicanle, to appoint tmen to be ins-

 ublished inn counties where there wene none, it is become necessary
.10 discontinne any special grant of s kind,  Moreover such grants
' had really become an abuse.

In this'state of things, we learn the full value of the ancient en.

pectors who have been teachers.  This measure would necessarily  dowments of the two venerable houses of education, the Seminarnes
tnvolve an wcrease of eaxpense 5 but onthis head, as o many others, { of Quebec aud Montreal, endowments which render them entirely
we must be content to represent 1o the legislature and the govern-: independent of all Legis ative subsidies, which indeed they have
went what we say every Jday to the rate-payers: that it is burrer to} never shared.  ‘The recent large developement of the former o
spend a little more and “obtiin a result, than 10 spend a smaller | these mstitutons, in the Laval University, I have alteady noticed
amount to no purpose. Morcover we might organize new diau-ime,s m my former Reports; and in the « Lower Canada Journal of Edu.
50 as to vonder an etlective inspection of atl the schools twice in the | cation®” will be found historical shetches of that, and of the Unnver

year physically possible. Thus araugement would not require more { sity of MeGill Coflege.

than six or seven additional inspectors, and a parnt of their salaries
might be derived from a slight deduction from the salaries of those
inspectors whose districts may have been diminished in a consider-
able degree, and the latter would be gainers by the change.

It would then become very casy to regulate the length of the vi-
sits, and the forms to be observed in making them;. and m shont,
to prescribe to the inspectors a mode of proceeding from which they
could not deviate. In other countries the inspector is bonnd todraw
up a procés-verbal of his visit dunug its continuance. This 1s counter-
signed by the teacher and by those persous who represent the
local authorities, and who are bound to attend. The government
functionary can receive his salary only ou the production of all the
procés-verbawr.

It would be uecessary, it this country, to comeal schivoi conis-
sioners aud their cecretury-treasurers, ?:y a penalty, to attewt the
inspectors in their-visits.” It may be scen bv the repusts of the
latter, that they have the greatest difficulty in btaining the atten-
dance of commisstoners and trustees, and ‘even in finding them to-
gether, 50 as ta procuse from them the necessary esplanations, and
to convey to them the advice, which is needfal to guide them inthe
performaunce of their duties.

‘T'eachers ought, all other things bemy equal, 1o be preferred to
all other candiﬁates, and when the Nownnal schools shall have been
longer in operation it would be just 1o provide that the office of Ins-
pector shall be given to none but professors and teachers of a cer-
tain vumber of years? standing.  This would be one of the most
puwerful wmeans of procuring and retaining the services of youny
persons of merit as teachiers, and of securing funcuionaries who will
attend exclusively to their duties. N

‘The distribution cf the money graunted 10 the mmversities, colle-
ueg, ucademies and model schools, becomes more difficn t every
vear from the wereased nwinber of those institutions, especially of
the mode! schools. It eannot be doubted that the esiablishinent of
those schools is one of the best means of promoting education, and
above all, that it secures to the best qualified among the teachers
more liberal salaries than they have hitherto cujoyed. it s never-
theless much to be desired that a special grant should be devoted 10
the support of those schools. “The swin granted for their support,
being taken, or rathier appueariug to be 1aken, from the fund for =u-
perior education is preductive of & two-fold juconvemence. 1 say
appears to be taken fromn the fund for superior education, because in
reality, inasmuch as the income arising from the Jesuits” es-
taies s not sufficient 1o constitvle that fund, a larrer sum is
taken {rom the balauce of the common sehool fund, than that which
15 paid for the support of the model schovls  The two-fold incon-
venience consists i this, that in the first place directors of colleges
and academies are nuder the impression that the entire grant. calfed
the grant for superior education, is intended for them 3 and in the
second place, those who are opposed in principle 1o grants in favor
of such institutions, do not donsider that £2795 is paid to the best of
the cummon schools of which they are the advocates and defenders.

The reasons which I have shewn in my former Report. as beingy
opposed for the moment toany other clasmfication of the institutions
for superior education, still exist, and it 1s only gradually that we
can aiain that olject.  Anancrease of the grant would enabic this
depariment to do moie towards it, but succesx is scarcely to be ex-
pected  the present state of things.

‘Yhe mmiversities wnl colleges mantain as we have seen, » tole-
rably prosperous postion,  As the number of these establishments
docs no: increase, there 1 some hope that they may be able 10
maintain themselves with the substdies which they now receive, ul-
thoughan increase would be desirable, 1o enable them to carry am
the improvements velating 10 hygiene and physical education.

‘I'he in ustrial colleges were founded, some, for the rurpow ]
supplymg certam requirements of our social condition, and combn-
ing with the boarding-school system a species of instruction ap.
proaching very nearly tothat which constitutes superior education,

| wanting only the study of the deat languages ; others were estab.
i lished with the more ambitious view of their hereafter becoming
¢ assical colleges, a part of their design which has been given wp
an account of the already large number of such institutions.  These
indastrial coileges have however certain obstacles to contend with,
arising from the absence of that pavticular in which ihey differ
from the others, the teaching of Latin. Many catholic yeomen
subject their children to a long course of study solely in the hope
that they will embrace the clerical profession, and thus the instug.
tions in question lose many pupls. Thus local influences tend to
give a Jarger scope 1o the oiiginal plan of such schools, and 10 con-
vert them into classieal colleges.  As to those which are more es-
pecially under ecelesiastical avthority, a highly praiseworthy de-
atee of prudence has been exerted 1o restrun them from  the stud
of Latin and Greek.

Most of these institetiens are in o rather precarious state. Grea
efforts were made by their founders to erect buildiv gs which do
honor to the districts in which they are situated. Therids granted
them by the departimentscarcely go beyond the means of pay.ng
~urrent espenses and the interest of the debts with which most
them are busthened.  Cenainly if the aid grante ! to them is not
inereased, ~o0 as to cmitble me 10 prescribe a more complete course
of inctruction in the physical and mathematical sciences, and to
procure for them the apparatus necessary for such instruction, ina2
word to give thema chameter of reality thoroughly correspondmg
with the name they bear, a uame assumed by some, and considered
swiable for all of them, in onder to distinguish them from the classi-
cal coileges, these intermediate wstitutions must languish and fail
to fultil the ulyects which appeared 1o be their destiny.

The aeademies for boys and mixe! academies for boys and girls
are very numerous, particalarly m certun counties.  They were al-
ready 1o numerous when the department was charged with the dis-
tribution of the grant.  In these institutions a_course of study is
usually pursued which is suitabie as a preparation for the classical
colieges. Here the Luger munber, the unlimited competition, a
result of the scantwess ef theresonrees, of each, causes that to
languish amd dwindle, which might othewise grow and prosper. It
were oreatly to b2 desived, that the influential men of every
coumy, and tie directors of academies themselves, would agree
together to reduce the number of them. This would enable m= to -
crease the allowauce of each, while iu the present siate of things1
sl!'all be compelled to duninish it, until 1t becomes an insignificant
trifle.

At the risk 0. -cpeating myself, I must again remark that ths
state of things « .nnot heattributed to this departmen?, which was
bound in the di ribuion of the grant 1o follow that wnode of distn-
bution which ' been fnitiated by the legislature, with this mrcal
difference only, that the parliament in its omnipotence annually -
creased its largesses, \\‘mreas the depattment had to follow 2
course diametrically opposite.  As I have explained in my last se-
port, it would be very difficult, in the absence of very important
Teasons, enlirely to suppress the grant originally made by the legis-
Jature W any one of these institutions. 1 can only in fature put 2
stop to the opening of new institutions, in places already posscssing
several, by refusing the supplies. This mle coald not be ven
strictly observed at first, on account of undertakings which had been
commenced on the faith of the system then prevailing and not ua-
frequently in reliance on promises of aid on the past of the men w
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