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AGRICULTURAL PROTECTION.

We are sensible that by our repeated discussion of certain topies
connccted with Free Trade, we lay ourselves open to the charwe
of not sulficiently catering for the varied tastes of our readers ;
but there are, in fact, some fallicies which obtain such seneral
credence that they can only be eradicated from men’s nunds by
their retterated investigation.

Of all the erroncous opinions which prevail in relation to our
fiscal sy~stemn, we know of ‘none o pernicious in character, or so
indefenaible in principle, as these which relate to Protection to
Agriculture, as it s dessgnaned, since we defy the most strenuous
advocates of the auncnlturaist o assign any reason why ths
particular branch of industry,—important thouwh 1t doultless is —
should be fostered and encouraged at the expense of others.

It 1strue, that at one time the opimon prevailed, and becama
-the foundation of what in political eronomy is styled * the

cultural system,” that the earth is the only trae source of riches,
since she alone produces a quantity superior 1o that which s
consuined 10 operate 2 re-production. Thus, @ erain of wheat, or
a seed of any other plant, i sown, and the produce is perhaps an
inerease of fity or u handred fold 5 whereas manufactures merely
modify the forms of azmenltural productions, and commerce
merely transports comnmodities from one place to anather, but
neither furmshes any addition to therr quantity. Hence the divi-
sion of mankind into the clisses of productive wnd non=-prodacin ¢
~the tormer, the agricultunst ; the latter, the manufacturer and

E the merchant.

¢ It may be considered hardly necessary here to refute the error
: . : v h

i i the above classitication,  “ The labourer,” say the sticklets

for agriculture in preference to manufactures or commeree,
‘ who, n consumine one bushel of wheat, produces five, furnshes
an amount of real wealth 1 the four bushels bevoud his con-
sumption ;3 whilst the artizan and the merchant prodace nothig,
the value which their labour adds to the material which they
transfonn or transport being sunply the wvalue of the matenals
which they consuime during their labour.”—What is this but to
say that nches consist alone in matter, without reference to its
purposes?  Now matter does not possess value simply as matter,
but because it possesses ntility ; and if it can alone become useful
through labour, that Inbour is as essential an element of its value
as matter itself.  In their natoral state, very few agricultural
productions possess utility : it is the labour which is bestowed on
them which mves them their value. Thus, wheat 15 not itself
wealth, but becanse it may be made into bread, and so become
an article of food: flax or cotton wool are not in themselves
wealth, but hecause they may be manufactured mto cloth, and
80 become mticles of clothing. It i< the labour bestowed on themn
which @mves themn their wtility and real value.

But, i fact, there is a fundamental error in this dozma of the
agricultnral systew, that agriculture is productive, and manutae-
tures and commerce non~productive.  This error is ably exposed
i Say’s  Treatise on Political Economy.”  He observeos—

** The mass of matenials out of which this globe is composed, is never
eitker increased or dunumished ; there 18 neither lost nor created a singie
atom. Isow a grain of whgat: it produces twenty, it 1s true, but tdns
not densve them from nothing : it detennines an aperation of Rait+, by
which different substances, hitherto diffused through earth, water, and air,
ate changed into grains of wheat.  "These different substanecs, so long ay

they arc separated, ave of no value, but acquire value on becoming grams
of wheat.”

F .

Thus agricultural Jabour, like that employed in manufactures
or comneree, 1s ouly cmployed in educing from watter, utility or
value : and henee any prefesence of the agrcultural over the ma-
mufacturing or the mereantife class, is unjust, aud coutrary to0
sound principles,

Bui 1s there any circumstance, iudizenons to this country, or
growing out of 1t~ political or social relations, that justities this ag-
ricaltural protection 2 Protection to any hranch of agncealture,
manufactures, or commeree, imolving as it does the mauifest in-
justice of taxing one class of o cotntntunty for the suppoit of ano-
ther, can only be vindicated under the plea that the mterest, so to
be protected, abours under sume temporary disadyantage, which
can only he combatted by such protection. We designedly say
temporary, because if the disadvantage be permanent, 1t is con-
trny to the mavims of sound policy, that encourawement should
be afforded by the state o any brauch of mdustiy, whecl, instead
of adding to tie sum of national wealth, will detraet from it.

Now we put it to the agncultinsts of Canada thenselves to
shew what grounds they have to ask for national assistance, and
toassin i reason why they are unable to compete with their
neighbours across the lines,” Are the lauds on the Canadian side
les< fertile than those on the Cinted States side of the Upper
Lakes?  Arethe lauds of Canada sulijeet to nnposts from which
those of the United States are exempt 7 Are our Castowns duties
on imports, and our local taxes, more onerous than thewrs? By
whatt, then, is the plea of protection against the Unsted States far-
mer supported ?

We have cevtamly heard o most sinmlar reason, if we must
digmfy it by that appellation, assigmed, and that by our Legisla-
tive A~sembly, forsouth, that our aericuburists demand 11, “asa
counter=protectiva to the duties levied w the Uted States? on
Canadian preduce! Now tlus s mangestly absurd as an argu-
ment, becanse, i we can supply our uewhbours so cheap as to
nuthe ot on therr part an act of necessity to lay heavy imposts on
our preducts in therr markets, 1t s evadeatly unnedcessary for us
to @and awinst ther goods conung Lieee W nterieiwe with our sg-
tieultirist~ s af, on the other hand, the United Sates Jarmer can
proluce chesper ta the Canadiag, the duties m the United
Statesire a mere bretwn fulmen, nugagory i ther charaeter, and
of conrserequuring no counteraching leaslation. The troth mani-
festlyv is, that this war of tantfs s ngarnons to the interests of both
caunties, becise it tends to trustrate the bounties of Providenee,
by imposing impediments in the way of the people, fo prevent
their drawing their supplies of the necessanes of Lfe from the
cheapest mihets,

Izt former namber we pointed out pretty fully the evils which
have resulicd from the ampo~iion of the duties on Wheat and
Floor, sneasure wlneh could only be justitied 1y the inducement
which was held out to us of an advantage i the Brush market,
consequent on e That advantage bewr about to be withdrawn,
we sineerely hope that, neat session of our Pathument, the im-
post will zilso, as well as all the other extravagant and absurd du-
ties levied uuder our Agricultural Protection Act. But while we
express this hope, we cannot do so with confidence, since the
nuyority of our legislators appear to be led astray by this igais
JSatuus of Agnicutarad Protection 5 and wlulst the statesmen of the
mother country are directing all ther effuts 1o loose the bonds,
and throw off the shackles, which have weighed down the labours
of every class, whether agricultural, manufactaring, or mercan-
tile,—anr legslators appear wholly beut on metting the chains
which bind ws. From those leaislative hadls, to wlich we ought
to look with confidence and respoct, we have heard doetrines
proponunded which might Lave passed ngguestioned an the dark-
ness of ages gone by, but which are altozethier unfit for the spirit
of the present day.  An honourablle gentleman, let us chantably
hope  through orance, 15 repoted W lune designated as
*Cmaniacs,” those persons, anotizest Whom we elass ourselves, who
gee the necessity of a change m the commerel policy of the
countsy, ot the change e hor position consequent on the
rassing of the Free-Tiade measures w FEugliod. Itmay suit the
1aterests of vur statesmen, oo much occupied with the party poh-
tic< of the day, and the strugerdes for power and place, to postpone
to the last moment the cousideration of those vital questions
which will shortly be foreed upon them; but we warn them, that
a crisix 15 approaching, which will wwitke them from their le-
thargy, and require all their‘energy and talent to meet.




