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PROGRESS 0F PUBLIC OPINION.
Sijîce entcring on our career as public journalists, we ]lave on ail

occasions endeaveured f0 rouse tlic public nind front ifs apparent
state of torpidity; nor have our cfforts, WC rejoice f0 say, been alta-
gether futile. If WC have reccivcd litfle support in quarfcrs %wliec
WC hll reason f0 exjîect flic înot cotdi,%l co-opcertion,-if our
exilcîions in flic cause we ]lave underfak-en have bcen freated with
dcrision by those soi-disant leaders of public opinion whlî (]ceni their
pecuiliar province as public instructor., to have been învaded hy uis,
-ive have net becn discouraged by the lukewarm assis!aiice of flic
flic onc or the ficry opposition cf flic ollier. Dceply imprcsscdl with
flic importance and jusfice cf fhe priîîciplc wvhich wc advocate,-
tilyitig oit rcason alone for their stupplort,-sccking- ne selfishi or
sectienal ag;lrandizcmcnt,-ownitgg no party but our coiiitry,--we
]lave perscved througli gond report alla cvil reporf, and will con-
tinue t0 do sQ until flic standard of Free Tr'ailc shall surmnotnt that
cf Protecftion.

W'e )lave said fliat WC had reason fo iejoice at tlic succcss cf our
endeavours. Evcry post brings us frein saine quarter or otlier flic
stroîî;est expressions of approbiationt of Our labours iii flic gond cause.
Amngst tiiesc pleasing -.ckniowvlcdgments cf our serviccs, tliere arc
noane whicli WC value more than tliose which our Frencli Canadian
fellow-sulrjects have se frecly and se liandsomely tendecd us. We
]lave, since Frce l'rade lias fonned sa proîninent a sultject of dis-
cussien, ever looked forward te if as olily possible te Ils atfained by
the unitcdl excrtions cf bath races. Nay, more, we have vent ured
fo indlige flic ]tope fhant titis unaniniity wvill net fermninafc witlî tlîe
attainmrent of titis one object, but wili mantifest itself on altier great
national quesftions, and long continue ta bind as lq a cliain al
classes of file coliîmuniity. sucAi a coniuminafien is înideci dcvolitly
ta be wislicd, and wouild fori an ample cqiiivalent for ail flic evils
and ineonveliienees whlicli WC may suifer front flic suddcn change
in our commercial system.

Enfcrfaisiing fliese sentimenfs, if was itih pecuiliar gratfiicafion
tient WC picrused flic very able articles in La .21:,îrvc cf flic 1-7tli tilt.
and La Rcvtic Canadienne of flic 31sf tit. We coidially wvclconîic
fliese papers zslluaers wivil lis for commecrcial freedoni,
and WC thnnk thiei for flie circîilafien amengst their coinfryineni
wliicli, flîreugli flic rnediusin of thîcîr translation, flîey have givcii
te flic Fîrst Recport of tlic Ccînmittee cf tlie Frec Trade Association.

Tite articles te whlicli WC have juist.ialtdeil contrasf jbewerfuilly
beitf in style and unatter vvith fliose of suichi cf tlic lEniglîsh joîîrnals
of titis Cify asdeliglied te notice fiait Report. WCe exeept, cf Colirse,
frcn titis censure flic Pilot, whicli lias on guinuerons occasions, ini
articles ciaracfcrized bY flic Itiglicst ability, rcnacrcd most-c.ucnilt
scrvice ta flic Fre Trade movement. lle 7enzc.s infeorrs ifs rend-
crs that flic Report contains clnothing ncw," andi noulcstly hints
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fliaf it mûnecly ci ilutael whlîa lic lias said, ne dotait mucli bef-
fer, cc a short time ago."1 Tite Gazette,

'IlVilliiîg te wvoîînd, buît yci afrajul tosrie
JustI utit, a faili, and liesitaîeq dislikc."

with a grave Irîii-kesliakc cf the hcand, flic editor informs
lus readers fliat flic concessionîi f flic Frec Navigationî cf flic St.
L~awrenice wouîld iîîvolve înanv ic impjortant peliticaf coiisequcnces,"~
arid mist lie dentaiîded not byc "a few i lidiv iduali;, hewe ver respect-
able,"1 but hy cfic eprovince as reîîresciîfod uy tlic Legisiafutre."ý

IVe 1îerfecîly agree %iitl file ediior ef flic Gazette tlint flic pro-
vincial Legislature mu~st lue calleil agi te large oit flic Ilome Gu>vcrn-
nient te reinove ail restrictions oit cur cem:tgierce ; [lit fitis dees îlot
suilerseule flic P\ereisr cf lurivafe iiidgmcîniif, andI filc riglît cf aIl
classes cf liter Majesty's sifujcfs nmakiiig thecir lictifionis licard af flic
foot cf lier flîrene: îor will fle Frec Trade Association b lie cerreul
by any sucli iiiiicîîuocs as fluese tlico% îî cut liy flic Ga:itlce frein
txercisiig flint riglîf. If flîev have takeit flic jaitiafive ini titis
matter, if is hecause flîcy bâcîla filc Govrinient, flic ceîîstituted
auflierities, îîay filc press it5elf, suiîine aîîd appareiifly iiudifrent
tte i crifical circunustances Fil% wlîich file Country is tutaced. [t
finiîs became flie duîty et* flic Fiec Trade Associatfion to inîcite flic
public ta a dlefiife course of action, aijl ftitis tlicy have te a certaini
e'ýfenit efeîil îtifîînuîgfi iînpedilinns tiehîfi editor
of tlic Gazette andi gentlemenî %lin, likie hinself, apîiear to imagine
that nn geond work can bc clone e.<ceplîflrouîgli flicir instriinenfality,
%voîilu inîterpose. Let tle edifor cf flic Gazette ýwe kiiew flot if iiititis
inistanîce le is te ho considered as flic ergan cf flic Pro-iîigci.l xe.~cu-
tivp) and ti ers whlo thîinlk wifh Muin, sc if flîey can turli tlt! current
cf îuulilic oiiion iii ait opposite dilection. IVe invite flicin te do flîcir
utajost! Tite Wvordl lias gelie forth ; filc fiat cf flic publhic veice lias
becîî pronoiîîced in favor cf flic cardlinal point- cii wliicli ive iîîsisf,
andI WC fancy if wvill require stroniger influcc andi mort! weiglify
arglients fitan ]lave 3'ct licen iiseu, lct'ore flic pecople cf Caniadas
will be coîitenfcd te continue %veiglicd ulotvi tinuer tilt 1 avIi ilii pOSe I
ulpon figeint y flic l3rifsili Navigation Lasvs. If flie L.î-*:<L.îict
ivill do ifs diy, ço mucli flic botter ; but if muet, file îniivwi juof
be resfraiîîed by considerafions cf hîreecdence froinitiuakiii, tile r
voire lîcard againt flic iiiiqîify cf ciiig coin [telluil to ciaer on a
commercial coîîflict wvit)î flîir hiantis lied belîiîîd flicir luacks. On
fitis suîbject wîe féel toe strongly to iveigl Ouîr wvords iii flic coliir
scales cf officiai etiquctfc-we are tint disîîosed te comîplimeînît away
tlge riglîts alla infceresfs cf a 10101C peojacle

IVe have lever attempteul te dusgiiuse filc fact fliat greaf epposî-
tint]iý tr fo e oNelcl it the part of flie BritishîCueîunit te Ille
modification cf lier Navigation Laws wliich vw sojustly claini ; but
WvC rejeici, te find flic aIl but perfect unaiîmify cf flic public
on flic subjcct. Ia file district cf Quebcc flic oracle is still chiral);
but iii cvcry Chier part cf Eastern Canada anîd fr lir glit Canada
Wesct, if %we may judgc front fhe puîblie prints, flîcre is but eile
opiniion, anîd flint in favor cf %vial we urge. Bcere cadli race, (iît-
ncsi flie organs cf flic Frencli Cangadians,) cacli partv, (sec oit fle
one haud flic speech of 1%!r. AMoFFATF, at the receîît iietiiig of filc
subscrihers te fige portlandi llailwa3 ; on flc ollier flic LE.ir£ra te
EAau. GuREY, by a siiuporter of flic cx:uiîscs)uite iii callill;
for flic modification cf flic Brifisha Navigation asas flic oilv
incauîs by wiichi ive Cali halte te fhoiîrisli as a1 commuercial couiliry .

Titec(questiont 111% is, alla ta if wc carncstly invite flc atîfentionî
andi consitîcraf ion cf our readfers, liow shahl we give f util etTucacv te
thiç remarkable agrceuicif ouf opuinion ? lli answcr ippcs fu ils
ellfficientilv plain . we nit Aai.TATi:-we must hespige flic P1ro-
vincial aid the Imuierial Legiblattîres îvtli p ftioii. -he Fret.
Trade Aý;sociatioiu lias faken aile stcp inl, fliîc tueihards of
Traule, if is ta lue hoped, %vihl join in the citmife .rvîf,
cvery village, evcry inhliabifanit, is iîîfcrescul in Ouîr siccess, and ail1
shiouli join t., secure ifs attainimeîî. Public niehings,- iii cvrry
lotalify shouid be convened, petitiuins drawn up aîul isi'eiî

sigeicda, and flic diaims cf flic wholc peopîle simîîula lue arlrv 211d
fcrcilîly expressed. AgainFt siîch a manifestation cf p.ublic op;iioiî
wve are ceiuviinccd that , ilie Briîisli Govemnment wvcul îlot confenii,
but wotil<l furnish anofhier instance cf flîcir sinec desire to on
titis colony "caccordiug ta flic wecU-undcrstood waiits anud wishîcs cf

We have dlone our cluty as luioneers in fitis Work -il is for flic
country new to do thicirs, îicvcr losiiî- siglt cf the nia.in-

Aidle-toi, le cici ta.idera."


