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of God. The question of their salvation
has been not o little agitated ; and most
-soom to hopo that though their sin ‘was
punished by this awful display of tho div-
ino judgmont, morcy was extended to their
souls. For my own part, I think thoir
sin wos what tho Apostlo calls a sin unto
~death, 1 John v. 16, a sin which must be
punished with temporal doath, or tho death
of tho body, whilo mercy was extended to
tbo soul. It was right, in this infant state
of the church, to show Gud's displeasure
against deceit, fraud and  hypocrisy—but
2cause thoy had not the ordinary respite,
~wo may presume that God extended mercy
‘to thom, though.cut off almost in tho act of
'sin  Nole on Acts v. 10,
The preceding are strongly marked ox-
. amples, illustrating the force of the ques-
tion, Can you -applyit? Rensoning in
relation to an abstract theory, all Dr.
Clarko’s power of mind and exlensive
learning was exorcised.in endeavoring 10
proyo that somo of our.race-will be doomed
- %o an undying death in misery. But tho
moment a particular cass was presented,
*his soul recoiled from applying the horrible
dogma ! '
~ Judas sold-his Lord for thirty pieces of
glver, having betrayed him to wicked
bands by .the solemn sign of friendship, a
*kiss. Notwithstanding these and other ag-
gravated facts, behold what effort there is
mode to include Judas among the ran-
somed'of the Lord! Surely, the Zumane
reader needs no apology for this effort—
but what shall wo say of the doctrine
which cannot be applied in such an in-
stance™?

Absalom was guilty of the basest ingra-
titudo, vilest treason, most unnataral rebel-
Tlion—and he died mjserably in all his sin, |
et "Dt Clarke belioved Absalom was

saved, even on the bare score of possibili-
tics! And the simple reason is, the theory
could not be applied.

Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy
Ghost, and were struck dead by the judg-
ment of God; and yel,on the basis of a
mere presumption, their salvation is con-
ceded and contended for!

-

— 1 confess myself greatly pleased with
these facts. They clearly indicate thatihe
spirit of Christ is mighticr than the creeds
of men. And I doubt whetherany one ex-
cepting a mere theorist, whose pride of
opinion secks the support of a theory at
all hazards, or whose heart is as hard as

the nether millstene, can soberly and de-
liberately apply the doctrine of endless !
damnation in any specinl-case that can be |
mentioned. It may indeed be maintained i
3n the way of gencral argument—but ah !
the Christian soul will refuso toapply itin
any given instznze. Probabilitics, -pre-
sumptions, conjectures, und oven bave pos- '
sibilities, will be sought as the enceursgs-
ments of hopo.

i
!
It isicdeed mclancholy to behuld picus |

what would bo snid to hitln?  Sir. wh;r do
you hesitate to apply yoixr theory 7 Aro
you afraid to apply it tojndividual cases ?
Is it valuable only in theiway of gencrali-
ties, and nothing worth ixi relotionto par-
ticulars ? i

And thus wo reason, in'all affection, with
the advocates of noverpnding woe. If
your doctrine be true, it s truo for some-
bedy. Why then do you shrink from tho
application ¥ Is the thooty too horrible ?
Is it to be'maintained 09 » doctrine, and
only as a doctrine’?

Thus, atloast, it appears tgbe, A pious
fothor and mothor may havd a profligate.
son. Ho maylivo sinfully,nd dio in all
the shandonment of crimue : Jot his warents
will say, “'He isin tho hanls of a merei-
ful God ; we hopo to meet hiln in heaven.”
Nover do thoy think of hin al being among
the howling fiends of darkuess. O no—
‘he was their son, and they cannot apply
the doctrine to Ais case. O $o.

But is not overy morla: somebody’s
child? And shall we na down the
gonius of Christianity to thq,salvation of
such only as aro our kindre )or friends?

T bless Godl for a Faith which answers
the largest scope of Prayer ={l bless Him
for a Love which cannot yverlesp the
Riverof Life. Andall theseloxcellencies
meet and centre in a-Doclringiof Salvation
which every Christian Heaft would re-
joice to apply. lT

That doctrine glorilies Go‘@..nnd henors
the Lond Jesus Christ, in afﬁri}ling the final.
holiness and happiness of ali mankind.—
Whoso belioveth entereth intdrest. A.c.m.
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The apostle Paul, in 3 Tis
declares of himself and othér Christian
disciples, * Welabor and sitlés roproach,
because we trust in- the living God, who is
TIE SAVIOR OF ALL SIEN, especially of thom
who belicve.”

This passnge is one which has long beon
cmployed by those who xuject ihe testi-
mony that God istho Suvior of-allmey, as
an unanswerable objection to thatdacizine.
“3o fur from Paul’s tesching the salvation
of all men,” say thay, * he took:particular
care to guard rgeinst any inistakein thas
respect, by using the qualifying word ‘es-
pecially ;* thereby showing: that God is
the Savionr only of those who believe.—
This is evident ascan-be 3 for if all men
are saved.alike, how isit that some are
specially saved?  Does not the very use
of this word < especially’ cleatly point oat1
the fact that ail willmot bo saved 2 And
does not its connection with thg word ¢ be-
lieve,” also show that wonly bezievcrs will
be savod 27 i

Such is the argument of thego who ac-

y cept the docirine of a limited salvation 3

and nota few regard it as unduswerable,

~while many more’ look upon itas at lenst

aacrious difficulty which-demands a care-

people driven nio such straits and extre- | ful consideration. But supposs we might

mitics in secking the comfort fyr which
the spirit yenrns ; aod yot it is aiso picas-
ing to witness the triumphs of the convert- |
cd heast 1 its worfare with the wrongly-
dducate”’ hepd  T.e latter may have s
crue’ , wab the former will not sutier i
itto be o, o, ‘

Suppes- o " 'mversalist were todeny or |
hesitute w ackuowledge the salvation of
sudas, Ausslum, Ananias, or Sapphira~—

R

meet the difficulty with unothpr, as we
mightdo, and deave the matter-thero 3—
Suppose we reply : Paui distinétly affirms

| that God is the *‘Savior.of all men,”* &nd

this clecsly shows that e did ot intend,
by using the word “especirlly,” to suy that
God is 2t the Sasior of all men ; for in sa
doing he woull plainly contradict himself.
This would be perfectly fidr, and es un-
apswerable as the objection on the other

- >y
-~

side. Nothing is moro mpositive than the
language of Paul in this respect ; und ofter
all that can be said aliout © cspecially,”
the unqualified statemont atill romaing, that
God is in somo way or other, in some
senso or other, “the Savior of all men »
And wo nsk our friend of the opposite faith
to oxplain this diflicolty in the way of his
position, that God-is the Savior of (ZF oNLY
thote who beliove.

But sinco tho yestricting and limiting
power of tho word * especially” is countel
upon so confidently, lot us oexamine it a
little, and soo what monsure of forco it has
in thig direction. ‘Lhe Psalmist says : 1,
was a reproach among all mino cnomios,
hut especially nmbng my neighbors.”  Ps,
xxxi. According to the critigism ir re-
vi‘o‘-V, tho Psalmist means here that he was
no repronch at all among his enemics, but
a very particular reprosch among his
neighbors! Festus, in bringing Paul bo-
fore Agrippa and the chiefmen, says, ad-
dressing tho latter ; © I havo brought it
before you,and specially before thee, King
Agrippa?  Ac's xxv. Was the. apostle
before the chief men or before Agrippa
only? Again: « Let the clders that rule
well be counted worthy of double honor,
espesially they wholabor in word and doct
nne.” 17Tim. v. Now il “especial-
1y means what s -affirmed in the ob-
jection, then Paul intended that only
those who labored in word and doctrine
wero to have double honor,- while
those who ruled-well were to have no hon-
oratall! So whentho apostle wrote to
"Timothy, *The cloak which.I haveleR at
Troas when thou comest,” bring with ‘thee
and the books, but especially the parch-
ments,” he meant to say that he should be-

| particularly carelul to bring_the. parch-y

monts, and particularly. careful to leave.the
cloak and books behind'!  Once wiore:
® As we have opportunity, let us.da good

-unto ull men, especially unto.them who.are

of tho houschold of fiith,” {or Selievers).
Gal. vi. This is precisely- the pirageology
of the passuge in review ; and if; as is con-
tended, ** espocially” there shows cleadly
that God.is the Savior of.only thoso who
belizve, thed here it shows that we are to

-do.good only to those wha bieliove, or'the:

household of Faith ¥

~ Are those who- employ this crificism
willing to abide its issucs, ‘and adopt the
conclusionsin whichitinvolves them ? We
think not ; and-we beliove the passages

-quoted ase sufficient to show how perfectly
‘yoid it:is pf -all force against the apostle’s
-testimany “ Goeis the Savior of all incun.”

Having-cxamined the argument found-
ed:on the word * specially,” wo' rcturn to
inquire what Paul intonded by the lan.
guago which he oses, ¢ God i3 the Savior-
of all men,” ifall menaré not actually
saved. - What is the-senso; the meaning-of
the words, if Zhis is not its meaning?! It
may bo said that God is the Savior of all
men, inasmuch as he has made ample pro-
visions for the snlvetion of all, and offers.
salvation to.5ll, if they will acveptit,

Butlet us look at this reply, anlsee if
it meets the difficulty. . How can it be

:shown that the ofier of elvation makes

God. the Savior-of-those x> are Jost 3—
‘Does tho offer of salvation save them. ¥
Surely.not, clse-thoy would not bo lost.—

‘He can bho the Savior ofthose only who
-arasaved ; and the offer of salvation to all,

the' Tather, and the rostoration of p

and every paossible provision-for it, cannot-

o

in any conceivablo way, make God
Savior of ull, ifall do not neeept the offt
and uze the means.  And yet thero stanrls
the testimony that God is actually the
 Savior of all mon."”

Again thon, wo repeat thy question.
What d d Paul meat, when e said, ® Gad
is the Savior of all men 2V If ho uttered
these words understandingly, then in some
way or other, God is actually the Savior
of all men. And we ask in what way, il
any portion »f mankind are finally and ir.
redesmably Jost?  How is he, how can he
be the Savior of thoso whom he does not
save 7 Reader, will you answer ths 1o
your own judzmont?  Wili you oxplin
the unqualified language of Paul i hav-
mony with that doctrine, which as unguali-
fiedly declares God is not tho Savior of all
mon?

In the meantime, we will endeavor tv -
sot forth briefly the doctrins of the passagce.
“ Wo trust in the living God, who is the
Savior of all men, especially of those that
boliove.” At first glance, it will be scen
there are two kinds of salvation spoken
of, one of which is cofimon to all men.
and the other a specialilvation enjoyed
by beliovers only, and that through faith
or belief. Ve come to inquire then,

1st. What is the common salvation in /8
which oll men ave partakers, or in accom- |
plishing which, God is said to be thej
«Savior. of al! men ?” ‘

v+ The answer to this question may be
found in such inspired testimony as fol-
Jows : It pleased the Futher thatin him
shouldl all fulness dwell ; and having made
peace through the blood of his cross, by
him to reconcile al/ things unto himself,
by Yiim, Ysay, whether theysbe things.ju.
carth, or thingsin heaven Col.i. To
the samic pugportas tho following:  “Hav-
ing made known unto us the mystery of
his will, according to -his good pleasure. °
which he hath ‘parposed in himself, that i
‘the dispensation of tho Julnéss of times he
might gather together in ono all things.in
Christ, both which are in lkcaven, and
whicharo on earth, even in him.”  Ephes.
i I, i01 be lited up, will draw all men
unto me.”” Johnxii. « For the creature
{or creation,; being the same original.word-
reodered ‘Tereation” in verse 22) was
made subject to vanity, not willingly, buf
by reason of him who hath. subjected the
same in hope, becatse the creature (or
creation) itself shall be delivered from the
bondage of corruption into the glorious
hbery of the children of God.” Rom.
viti. “Asin Adam oll dic, even so in £
Chyrist shall all be made alive,” (1 Corxv.) ¢
« Neithier can they die any more; for !
they arc equal ‘unto.the angels: and are ! &
the children of God, being ehildren-of the § - B
vesirrection.”  Matt. ¥xii. Lukexx. :

Other testimonies might be added, but'f o
.these ave sufficient to set forth the nature
of 1he-common stlvation whereof all ar
partakess —sufficient to show in what veg
peet God is  tho Saviour of all men.”y
They unfold to us-the glosjous plan,of ':i
deoming grace -and love, and the grour
upon which rest-the fulilment of that p}‘ :
Phey révesl ‘the final deliverance of}' )
human- race-from tha bondege of sin
death, the xeconeilistion of all : auls to/

.‘
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harmony- to the moral universe. T
the commen. salvation which comes




