
THE CENTENARY CONFERENCE OP MISSIONS. LIr.

wlîile yet comnparativcly nowv, lie gets ton big for tlîon, or his v-ery
activity quickly i«cars thei througli or toiars thei thryough. But '
sensible mother ever complains because lier boy is gow g.A lor
sic'-~. cripple mnay '«car the oaine pants, tili they rot froni nieroe' IUoI
the cripple docs not grow. Because mnissions ropresonts the liealthiy oir.
spring of the chiurcli in lier best type of life, the Nvork of MilSsions ivil
always astonish us by rapidîty of devolopiînont. The more rapid, tilv
maore normial and healthy and liopu(fiil.

Secondly, lot us not forget that it is tie sali'a/ion. of flic cki iurch l

i»ý straits. Laodiceanisni is always alreadly developiRI ýylhonover aid
whoreover disciples boconie rich iii goods and easy in niinCIr as tllos'o tkiit
have nocd of nothinig, or are suflicient uno.t thomisolvos. Eniergeià1
drive us te God for r'.ew holp and strength, as they di-ove Moý,ss ai
Joshua, and Hozekiah. to the thronc. of geace. To feel deeply our owvi
inadequacy te the task ; to ho consciously in the niniority ; te buc 4(ui.
bled by our own weakness, poverty, ig noraince, iinfirnity,-thlis is the
first condition of real power. If our trust in Godl Le only as, greatai
our distrust of ourselves, there aro no tritimphis imipossible.

It is an indisputable historie fact that the eras viid eoues of thi
greatest power in the churcli ave been tiioso ivlhon thec exigonisai
cînorgencies have been the iost tryig anîd desperate'. Thoe vory firei
iyhich, by a seven-fold trial in tlîe furnace, kzept the 1-ugurtenots; aud
Xaldensian chîurches pure and truc, '«cr0, the firos of PIou~n
Tiie xnost startliug supernatural dohliveraîces; wo.re wroughit ivheil
ovcry human hope liad been oruslîed by apparent and ov'erwIîeliîuin-
disaster. The churcli of God will nover Le iii easy circuinitwtcis
Whenevcr Jeshurun '«axes fat lie always kicks. Whienever (d
people get in comnfortable and cspecially luxurious circurnstancee, tileu
evangolisin declines, '«orldliness ceps subtly in, devotion dies, aud
the chiurch lias but a naine te live. But te sec a host of focs Ili oir
very front, whîich we cannot mieet in our ow'n strcng-th ;te behiold a work
wlîose very opportunities f~ar overtix our available resources of men
and ieans ; te find God"s chariot liustciig on at sucli a, rate that it
our utmnost specd we can barely kooep it ini sighit-ah, thiis dleepens the
spirit of prayer, evokos co-s'ecritioin, and conipels close fc1lovw"iip wvi(I
ecdi other and with God.

.Another imrprossion ef t by thîis conference is. tic niece.8sity of c&kcr
and inore qew elzstpamony discipes.

Much lias been said of our uitiy as expressed and, developea ini this
great conferenco. Lot us not forgot that tlic very eimergeucy of the
churclicmpl unit.y. Onr opportuinity and our peril alike iAke
unity absolutely necessary. Bulore a uîîited, doetoriniiîod, malignant,
dosporate foc, marslîaling ail lus hosts and concentrating ail his fonc I
against tlîe B3ible, the Christ and~ theo iiititutiois of the gospel, wve ti
e4anuiot afford to Le dividod. \Vo uîîconsuiously and involuntrili

[SF2T.,


