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TEX RELATIVE PROGRESS OF CHRISTIANITY.*
BY J. T. GRACEY, D.D., BUFFALO, N. Y.

Trae Christian public has been somewhat startled by statements
recently made to the effect that in estimating the relative extension of
Christianity through its aggressive agencies, there has been a singular
oversight of a most important factor in the sum—that of the annual

inérease by birth of the non-Christian populations of the world. Mr.
 Jolinston puts the ease thus:

“The heathen and Mohammedan population of the world is more by 200
millions than it was a hundred years ago ; while the converts and their fam-
“jlies do not amount to 3 inillions. The numbers now generally accepted as
y a(_:curzite and quoted by the church missionary and other societies, are 173
millions of Mohammedans and 874 millions of heathen, 1047 in all. When
Carey wrote his famous Enquiry in 1786 he estimated the Mohammednans at
130 and the Pagans at 420 miliions, equal to 530 millions. This would give
.an increase of 493 millions. But as we have come to the knowledge of vast
populations in Africa and the tast, which could not be even guessed atin

Carey’s time, we must largely increase his estimate, but I am not prepared

-abpresent to say to what extent. Of this, however, I am sure, that the acr-

UAL INCREASE during the hundred years is much more than the 200 millions

at whichI have putit down. . . . We mournover the sad fact that the

‘increase of the heathen is numerically more than seventy times greater than

‘that of the converts.”

Mr. Johnston is recognized as 2 candid, careful and capable anthor
and an earnest friend of missions, and ho makes these statements the
basis of an appeal to the Christian church to address itself more vig-
“orously to the task of evangelizing the nations, which he says it is
abnndantly able to do. He informs us that he could casily give the
detaits of his estimates, and will do so on another occasion, and also
‘j8 that the members of almost all the missionary societies of Great
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