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you do not love a bird as you love a child. As the object of your affec-
tion rises in the scale of being, your love changes in kind and in de-
gree. Love is the first and the greatest of the fruits of the Holy Spirit;
it is of divine origin and of spiritual nature ; and the Spirit of God al-
ways enlightens the reason and quickens the conscience by His presence.
So that love must be both intelligent and righteous. It never works
blindly. It has good reasons for what it does, and it never loses sight
of definite ends. Sacrifice, for its own sake, it never demands or en-
courages. It does not bear the infirmities of the weak for the sake of
bearing them. It summons us to please our neighbors only for their
good to edification. It is not every whim that we are to humor. Ifis
not every wish that we are to gratify. It is not every weakness that we
are to condone. We are to seek our neighbor’s upbuilding in all that
is good. We are to so bear his infirmities that he may shortly be able
to walk alone and be helpful to others. In a word, the spirit of Chris-
tian missions is one of faith in man, as well as of love for man. He is
recognized as outranking all other orders of existence, because created
in the image of God, and redeemed by the God-man, Christ Jesus.
The principle of love is justified to the reason by the high doctrine, ap-
pearing in the very first pages of the Bible, articulate in all its subse-
quent ntterances, most impressively illustrated in the incarnation, and
solemnly sealed in the resurrection from the dead and the ascension
into glory: that man, though framed in body of the dust of carth, is
the heir of eternity, and the child of God. Sadly has he fallen, but he
is not beyond rescue. He cannot be what he ought to be and what he
may be, until the grace of Christ has renewed and sanctified him ; and
therefore love impels to any sacrifice and endeavor that may place this
grace within his reach.

The providence of (God is & living endorsement of this doctrine. The
history of Christian missions vindicates the adaptation and the ade-
quacy of the Gospel of Christ to the moral wants of man. Thereis a
gospel of progress by colonization and elimination. The ruder races
are to be gradually weeded out and supplanted by a more vigorous stock.
The Indian must go to the wall, the prey of civilized. vices, for whose
conquest he is wanting in moral energy. The tribes of Africa are
doomed. The civilization of Indin and of China are corrupt and effete ;
they are not worth saving, and their populations must disapyear before
the steady march of the Anglo-Saxon, to whom belongs the world’s
future. Over against this ambitious and heartless speculation is the
fact that Christian missions have won their most signal triumphs among
the tribes and races that a worldly wisdom had come to regard as hope-
lessly debased, and as doomed to extinction—among fetichists and can-
nibals—in Australia, New Zealand, New Guinea, the Sandwich Islands,
Madagascar, and last, but not least, in the Micronesian Islands—that
standing miracle of Christian evangelization, where the ¢ Morning
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