
188.1TIE PRINCIPLE 0F CHRISTIAN MISSIONS.

you do not love a. bird as youn love a child. As the objeet of your affec-
tion rises in the scale of being, your love chianges iii kind and in de-
gree. Love is the first and the greatest of the fruits of the Holy Spirit;
it is of divine origin and of spiritual nature ; and thie Spirit of God ai.-
ways enlighitens the reason and quiokeus the conscience by luH-s presence.
8o that love must be bothi intelligenit and rig-liteous. It never works
blindly. kt has good reasons for w'hat it ouand it noever loses sighit
of definiite ends. Sacrifice,, for its ovi sake, it, neyer deînands or en-
couraiges. It does not bear the iiiflrmities of the weak for the sake of
bearingr thiem. lIt siimmoiis us to please our neighbors only for their
Dg'ood to edification. Lt is not everýy wvhim that we arc to liumor. Lt is
flot cvery wishi that we are te gratify. It is not every weikness that we
are to condonie. We are to seek our neighmores lipbihingi in ail thait
is good. We are to, s'o bear hlis infirmities that lie may shortly be able
to walk alene and be helpful to others. lIn a word, the spirit of Chris-
tian missions is one of f-aith i maxi, as well as of love for Man. He is
recognized as oiitraingii all otiier orders of existence, because created
in the image of God, anid redcemcid by the God-Manl, christ Jesus.
The principle of love is juistified te, thie reason by tho higli doctrine, ap-
pearig in the 'very first pýges of the Bible, artîculate in all its subse-
quent utteranccs, most impressively illustrated i the incarnation, and
soleninly sealed lin the resurrection fromn the deadl and the ascension
into gloryt thiat Mil. thouil fraimed ini body of hie dust of earth, is
the ]loir of eternity, zand the clîild of God. Sadly lias lie fallen, but ho
is not beyond rescue. Ho cannot bo liet.h oughit to, be and what hoe
xnay be, until the gracee of Christ lias renewed. and sanctified himi ; and
therefore love impols te, any siacrifice and endeavor that mlay place this
grace within his reaeh.

The, providence of God is a living end.orsemeont of this doctrine. The
lîistory of Christian missions vindicates the adaptation -and lîe ado-
quacy of the Goplof Christ to the moral wvants of ini. rilîre is a
gospel of pregress by colonization and vlinîination. The ruder races
are te, bu grradually wveeded ont and supplauteti by a more vigorouis stock
The Indian miust go to thoc wall1, tuie prey of civiIized vices, for wvhoso
conquest hoc is wiLntiilg in nierai dnlergy. Thoc tribes of Africa are
doonied. Tfhe civilization of India and of Cinia are. corrupt and effete ;
they are net worth &tving, and their populations niust disaprcar before
the steady marci of the Anglo-saxon, to, whom belongas tlîo world's
future. Over against this anîbitious and hetxrtless speculation is tlîe
fact that Clîristianl missions hiave won their most si gnal triiunîiphs among
the tribes and races t.lat a worldl1y wisdoin liad coule to regard as hope-
lessly debascd, amil as dloomed to, extinction-among feti-lis,,ts and eaui-
nibals-in Australia, New Zeilaýiid, New Guinlea, the S andwichi Islands,

Madagscar, and Lust. buit not least. iu the Mieronesialx Islands-that
standing Miracle of Christian evalîgolizatioîi, where thec ",Morning
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