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NI r. (,hairlitaIi and gentlementi 1 feel t bat we canIn d give

jus1 ire to sucli a great solîject ms this, in the short time we have

at our dispo.sai. When amked hy our Secretary to give this

palter. 1 hardly knew where to begin. w; the subjeet is so broad.

1 (Io liot propose to keep) you very lotig with the paper

ilself, but 1 suiînerelv t rust what 1 have to sav wull prove of

itnteretst and vaine atol that vou wull (ljscums thle sul>ject fullv

and freelY. hecause, after aIl. the discuissionî is the real essence

of anv snci nmeet ing as t lus. N'o oi eed have no diffielîity x

<lîscussil g thle < 1<est 14(1 to ahino<st an lengt h. because ele-t ri-it v

is t he îulost uîuîversal pheno oucua witth w hic h we have t o dleal.

Ihe exact nature of the ele<tricitv which makes itself evident

in so mil 'v wavs lias o ever beeti glet ernuuie< I NI nv s<inises

or t heories have be<en ad v afled b.I ut non e bave vet hecto

ab le to staild t Le t est of cI' <se ex amunat imi. Bu t I v experlinen-

t ai ex i( ence (Wr whîbba»s I eco gat bere(l for <lec (<l4e) we hv

beeti ablde tg) det ermine s,'>nie o<f t be laws w hich goverot thle

ac tion of ele<t ricit v. t hi ugh we <lo i ot know its constittion,0

very mucli as we bave learned the laws of gravitation tholugb

we dIo îîot kînow wlîat gravit:, reallv is.

Thle (etvr.nologv«% and lise oif the word "electricity- bave

develope<l in parallel with the experimiental growth of the

scienîce wbîchb iear.- its naine. S4pringing front the Latin name

for ambher. electricus ojr elert run, thle adjective elertrical -ornes

iiiiuie<iaitýlv fr<îm the worl "elertrie ' wbich wals used in a

bo<ok 1 îullishe< in 16(X) bv D r. (iilb)ert (the great scienist

o!f Quee< Elizahîetb's reign). to designate the attraction for

ligbt bo<lies like chaif anI bits oif paper whicli amber anîl

similar subsîtanoces exîtibit when hriskly rulîbe<l. The originial

<lisc<iverx <iyf this elertrical property («r proîpert ' of the ambher)

is otteit attrib<îted to a (greek philosgupher (one of the seven

xvîse menî of (ireere) wb<î live<l abmut 600) Nearm before the

Chbristian era. and the meagre repu)rts of mbose philosophy

are tlîoîght hy gorne tî contain the earliest records; of its.

observationI that have corne down to us. It is probable. hou--

ever. that a kaowledge o! this peculiar property of arnher. sud

posasiblitv o! other boies, wa.4 one oif the well guarded secrets

o! the p)riesthood of that dav. From the word "electric-"

algo cornes the word electricitv. Sixîce the dav Dr. Gilbert

first applied " electric " to a particular phenornenon, our know-

ledge of aIl the sciences bas widened. and with the wideniîig

bas corne an equal advance in the knowledge which wag repre-

sented to the ancient.9 hy that one peculiar praperty of amber

ani similar hodies. The terrn "eieý-tricity'' ig. theref<re. not


