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self wvas a preacher, and wvas prob-
ably more familiar witlî thiese plie-
noomcna thani we cani be.

A few days later that tincouth
lad attends a quarterly meceting and
is called upon to give luis experience.
1-1w is a hiome-miade lout just ont
of the furrow to execuite at a mio-
ment's notice such an incredible
psycliologic feat as this? We sec
liii standing there twisting lus
fox-skini cap in his hands, stammer-
ing, alongc in searchi of the syllables
that elude lîini. We hiear the en-
couragemient of the presiding elder,
.Speak up, brother," ana then

slowly the seething emotions of the
lad shape theniselves into wincd
wvor(Is. if-is rude assembly lîstens
witli a growing astonîshiment.

After that lie will become a way-
farer and join the Itinerants, and as
we rea(l his after story we sec that
it is the story, iii its essentials, of
miost of those Itinerants. Thev
consecrate(I theniselves to the wvan-
dering. They w'ere to abandon al
the ambitions and attachinents that
are the primiai factors of endeavour
in life. Tlîey wvere to be hiomeless,
ceascless, poverty-stricken, hungry,
persecuted, and happy, disregarding
ail tlue appeals of kindred, of nature,
and of a weary body. Tlîey wvere
to equip themselves iii knowledgc
wvithout books or schools, lying as
Bascom (lid prone before the flaring
pine knots at niglit to gain their
education; picking up somie Hlebrew
an(l Greek w~hile in the saddlc as
Asbury did. Such, indeed, is the
story of Russell Bigelowv, of Beau-
champ, johni Strange, Axtel, Mc-
Kendree, and several hundred
others-flaming voices tluat wvere
alwvs comingr and going, rnaking
for thle wilderness somethingy like
an apocalvntic (lance of lire.

Some outlines of Bigrelow hiave
been preserve(l 1» Eggl estoin in bis

If thou art blcst,
Then let the sunshine of thy gladness rest
On the <lark cdges of cach cl3ud thftt flues

"Circuit Ridler," and wvith less (lis-
tinctness iii Sprague's " Anlnals."
But the real record lias grone over
wnith the emiotions it created to flue
stillwarni tradlitions of Ohuio and In-
diana. Ail otiier conaideratiois
pass as we lix our attention uipon
the prodigious di srcgardw~hich these
hieroes lîad for both the inimediate
rewvards and pains of their sojourii-
ing. The conviction that this pre-
sent existence affords nlo al)ilingc
conditions of repose, and tluat the
hiereafter is a condition of absolute
rest, breaks out continuially iii ail
their exhortations and thieir striv-
ing-cs. Bascomi invariably pictures
heaven as hiome, and Bigeloxv as a
limal and 1lîssful go al of subsidence
and victory. That cternitymayitself
lue a gyreater Itinerancy is a concep-
tion not furnishied by the tired enmo-
tions, but 1w tlue expanding intellect.
There is in flic thoughylt, and more
olbviotis1y in the character, of the
circulit-riders a constant g-uarding
agyainst anvýthiing likze local attachi-
nient. Tlley settle down onlv whien
lirokenl do\vn. and Asbturv, who is
at once the captain aiid fle "iwliip ",

of the Itinerants, (Iocs not tluink
even then that the preachers shouid
settle longYer than six nîolitls iu one
spot. Thiey wcre mot pastors tLo
lead their flocks beside still waters.
but wingced couriers to carry the
glad tidings and take some especial
pri(lC in (Iroppilig l)v the wayside.

Most of fliose men droppcd,
ivorn out w'ith toi]," into humble

graves, and tlîeir monunments, if
tlîey ever liad any, hiave crumled,
but they left to posterity an examiple
of indomitable pilgrimage an(1 un-
quencliable faitlî tluat in tlue nîcre
recital nmust hiave tlîe clang of ar-
iir iii it to tlîe Cliurcli which lias

niow concluidefl to " settle dow."-
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Back in tlhv brother's skies;
If thon art sad,
Stili be thon iii thy brothier's goodness glad

-Mfayarct E. Soengster.
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