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an ass on wheels, with a w'ood--n rider, wvab
drawn among the crowd. Amnid niuch
excitement, the peopile thrcw their branches

k bcnecath the %w'hcels, and, as they wcrc!
~ _ thcreafter supposed to be an inf'allihle

.?i~:;4  ~ protection against swrms and ]igh)tnin)gs,

j An angel was also intraduced into the
procession, and whien the parisli did flot
posscss one, it 'vas borrowed. In tic
accounts of one of the ancient parishes of
London, there occurs an itemi of 8d. for
the hire of an ange] on onc occasion, and
Of 4 d. On anothcr. Crosses of palmi were
made, and blessed by the pricst, as a safe-

S guard against sickness.
Ili Cornwall the peasants carried these

crosses to the village wvell and threw thcm
In. If tlîey floated, the peasant 'vas to live

( ,throughi the year. If it sank, alas ! lic
would not. He wvho had no palni on Sun-
day, wvould have his hand cut off.

A curious customn existed iii Lincolnshire.
IVh)i1e the first Jesson wvas being rend, a

- person representing the proprietor of an
adjoining estate, entered the porchi of the
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HOLY WEEK IN OLD ENGLAND.

P.XLM SUxI)AY.

The comniemoration of tlîe aIl too brief popularity of
our Saviour whlen on carth, wlien the people Iltook
branches and wen forth to incet H-iim, crying Hosanna,"
lias been celebratcd froni a v'ery early period iii tie
lîistory of tlîc Chiurcli. In lack of palîn.tre, branches
of box, yew, and %villowv %vere blesscd by priests after
niass, and distributcd aniong the people. Alter bcing
carried iii triumphant procession, thîey %vere burned, and
tlîe asiles Nvere laid aside to be sprinkled, îvith the priests'
blessiîîg, on thie tîeads of the faithiful on the succeed-
ing Asli Wednesday.

In olden dimes the flowers and branches to be used
by the clergy ivere laid on the altar ; thiose for the laity
on the south step of thc altar. The priest,

consccrated them, to displace the devil, who ivas sus-
pected to turk ini sorte hidden corner. T hcy wverc then
funied in frankincense froni censers. Flowers were dis-
tributed. Prayers ivere rcad. Sprinklings with lîoly
ivater were perfornicd, and the procession, led by two
I)riests bearing crucifixes, started througlî the town.

Ili the extreiîity of a desire to realize every particular
of the Holy Passion of our Lord, the wooden figure of
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whichi he tiezi folded up and retired to a seat iii thc
sacred edifice. During tic second lesson he came up
to the niister, with bis whip uprighit, and at the upper
end of it a purse containing thirty pieces of silver.
Kneelîng before the clergyman, lie waved the whip thrice
round his head, and remiaiined in that attitude titi the
tesson had cnded, and then retired.

GOOD FRIDAY.

This day, commineniorative of the crucifixion of our
Lord, was, froni a very early period, kept as a season of
sl)ecial rnourning and prayer. l'le priests %verc robed
iii black ; the kiss of peace ias oniittcd, in detestation
of the traitor kiss of judas ; and a long series of prayers
wcre recited for aIt classes and ranks of people-even for
lierctics, tiagalis, and Jews.

Tlie mnost striking part of the ceremiony of the day ivas
tic Adoration of the Cross, or as it ivas called, The
Creeping to thc Cross. A large crucifix ivas placed on
the altar with great ceremiony, and the entire congrega-
tion,1 beginning wittî the priest, approached, and upon
tlîeir knees, reverently kissed the figure of the crucified
Lord.

A sermon wvas prcachcd --n St. Paul's Cross, London,
at which tîxe Lord Xayor and Aldermen attended.
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