Jeed the Grain.

It srems n matter for regret that
so many stocker cattlo are Dbelng
ehipped out of Manitoba, In view of
tho fact that there will bea large
quantity of foed grain in the coun-
try this season. The most profitable
awny 'to ¥ispos> of damaged grain and
feedstuffs is to sell it in the form of
beef, pork, mutton, poultry, etoc.
mMiere i8 lkely to be o couslderable
quantity of damp wheat which would
po valuable for feed. If farmers who
mave feed grain to epare would buy
up the stocker cattle, jnstead of al-
lowing them to be shippol away to
the States §t would be money in thelr
pockets. Tho scarcity of hogs and
sheep. particularly the former, is a
further matter for regrot uuder the
present circumstances. A couple of
car loads of hogs have actually been
brought from Ontarfo this week, to
supply the Winnipeg markot, on ac-
count of ‘'the great local scarcity.
And this with tons of grain in the
country which could be turned Into
pork at @ much better profit than
to s21l it. 1

How Wheat is Handled.

As Manltoba wheat Is largely hamd-
1e4d for export through the nort of New
York. the following article, telling of
the terminal facilities there and how
wheat Is hawllel, will ve futoresting
to our readers:

is o sipgular fact that the great-
osItt city of gtlhe country has but one
railroad, the New York Central ond
Hudeon River. Every other road de-
iverine freight Into New York must
ferry it across_either Tast river or
the Hudson—called North_river. ho-
tween Now York city and Now Jersey.
The principal station of the Central
is nt Sixtieth streot and North river,
and here all  east-bound lighterage
treicht is received. Like much of ﬁ“']e
water front of New York, tboso rail-
road yards are “made ground”’ That
is. tho spot was originally low, but
has been filled in nntil as solld as need
e, In the case of those yards. an nd-
ditional interest attaches to them. for
thev are made from earth and rocks
from nlmost every quarter of the
«lobe. 8o Rays report. It secms that
in warly days vessels tiol up here. for
it wns water then where the _vm‘d's
mow are, and, unmindful of future mvl -
irators’ keeals, they dumped their 1:.'1 -
last from other shores into the 1 .ﬂ]e
Warbor.  Accumulatiors made chal-
low water. mtil finally the brocess
was completel hy the rallread com-
pany that now runs its traing where
vestele once flonted. e |
‘nije every shipper knows the im-
-:}tl-'l\i -lno" of stamping  “Lighternao
FTrop" across the facn of M shipoing
Fills for freiahg $0 New York. or for
~na=t from New York. every one per-
haps fone 1ot know why ih' iz nages-
gary. Now. ‘0 ghipmant for New York.
wsvn of thn New York Central rnil-
ronl, might e delivered at +he Six-
+i~h gtraot gtatlon or at Thventv-
ointh 8treet. or nt some other sta-
sins. ne most convenlent: the supnos-
jtion of the railrnad peonlo blng that
~o 'gignee would look after Iton
aprival. But when it 1 bllled Ngh-
terage free, the freight 1a received ab
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the Sixtleth street statlon to awalt

[wl delivery instructlons from the
coasignee; the rallrond company
stanuing ready to lighter It free of
chargo 1o any steamer or pier ‘in
North aor Eass river. or in New York
bay. Wheat §8 delivered at the com-
pauy's elevator at Sixtieth street,
and {9 lightered free in lots of -1,000
bushels or more. In lesser lots tow-
age i charged.

AR it is with the Central., so it is
with the West Shore raliroad, whase
clevator and piers are on the Jersey
shore. opposite the Central's Sixtieth
& veet station; nlso the Erlo and the
Pennsylvania. with terminals in Jer-
82y City. o few mliles farther “own
the river. .

The Peunsylvania Railroad com-
pany’s elevator and piers where all

“iterage freight is delivered areat
Harsimug Cove. opposite the lower
parlt of New York—the Wall street
“istrict. "Mhis road has nlne large
plers In New York. anl to theso flour
villod to New York Is taken. the cars
Iring forriad ancross th~ river. unless

cis 1 ightorage free. When it 18 so
Hlled it Is unlonded to the plers at
Harsimug Cove. Jersny Clity, to awalt
co~sigree’s instructions,

At tho Sixtleth. street station the
Central hawp four plers for east bound
freight. and while they ara not set
apatrt for fiour, they are used for
Httle else ‘These piera nsre two storles
high hnd are B00x100 fe>t in size.
Each has n doublo track its entirve
lergzth, and treir capacity o 200
cars ench  Whea I vicited them in
the early part’of May they were fall
of flour: begides this there were 800
carg of flour A1 the yardl The harrels
and gacke of flrur are elevatad to the
Jo't nnd lowerel again by steam Hnk-
helt elevato-s thus insuring careful
hanlne  When loaded out from the
niers. it I del'vered to steamers and
to other citv noints In either canal
boate or lighters. The latter are
much Jarger and huilt higher abovo
the water thon the cannl hoats. They
are all. of course. towed hy tugs.

The elovator at Sixtieth atreet of
the New York Central & Huedeon: River
Railroad Co.. hag n capiclty of 1,
500.000 tushels. When steamersare
to be leaded camal boatg are used
largely forfloatine the grain to the
stenmers. Some of tha honts stay
abont the waters of Now York. but
most of them nre in the Erie cannl
Anring the open  Reason. comine tao
New York for the winter for work
of this kiud wntil the canal opens
neatn.

Theso boats and thelr occunants nra
interesting to one who hins Head most
of hig lite inland. Famlilies live on
them. and wherever the boat 1s towed
the family =alls also. Women. c¢hil
aren  and an oceasional dog may be
seon about the cabing of a (leet of
hoats. while. on wash-dny. eatly color-
ed rarments float as Jovously on the
North river hreezes as daes the stavs
and stripes. Raleing o family In such
peacefnl surroundings ag ave ghawn in
thlg sceme, with the boautiful Jersey
shore In the distance. might have
some charms' but when the tue comas
along and transfers one’rs liouso to
someo steamer for loading, life changes
to a sad reality.

Canal boate are unioaded into steam-
ars by floatine elevators. One of these
suachines steamine alonge the viver ig
n curloglty-exciting oblect. It noks
ka a tall and narrow housd built on
a small ferry bort and as if a pulf
of wind would capelze it and send the
house down and the boat wp whera.
fromy the dimenslons of the thing, thoy
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seem to belong, When not In use the legs,
ns the elorating machinery is called,
are drawn into the house. The legs
are run out and dropped into the hold
of n boat, the englne started and the
elevators carry tho wheat to another
clevator, which pipes it directly Into
the hold of the steamer. The unload-
Ing capacity of a floating elevator Is
4,000 bushela on each slde an hour,
or 8,000 bushels an hovr when unload-
ing two boats at once.

Owling to the lack of deep water at
tho New TYork and Jersey Clity cleva-
tors, all grafn must be lighterel and
loadel into steamers In this manuer.
This, together with the impossibility
of & belt line around Now York, gives
the lighterage business immense pro-
portions. It takes the place of tha
great rallroal yards and of switch-
ing In other cities; so the liphterage
to be paild Is widely different from
lighterage free~Rollin E. Smith, in
the Northwestern Mlilor.

Monthly Wheat Statenient,

mMhe increas? in wheat stocks dur-
ing September, In the United States
and Canada, as roported by Brad-
street’s, was oy 10,135,000 bushels,
agai~si an inercase of 12,746,000
vushels in  September of last year.
Europecan stocks gained only 5,400,-
000 bushels, agrinst 14,200,000 bush-
els in Septembrr of last year. Com-
binod 'Amervican and Luropean stocks
gajned only 135.500,000 Dbushels dur-
ing Septewmber, whercus one year ago
they fiuncreasxl 27,000,000 bushels,
two years ago 20.600.000 bushels ana
three years ago 21,500,000 bushels.
Of cours? hligher prices a year ago,
quotations being fully £5 cents bot-
ter than this year. exercised an ef-
feet that was lacking this year In
drawing out svpplies. The most plaas-
ible explanatioa however, is that the
usual large movement 1o primary
markets during September hians been
this vear deflccted by the active mill-
ing demand nearer home.

Tho fotal stocks in  tho United
States and Canada., east and west
of tho Rockies. are smaller thau at
any corresponding date for at least
ten years past. Comparad with a
year fago the combined American
8'ozks are 14,000,000 bushels smaller,
they are only one-third those held in
3895 and 1896 and are less than onc-
quarter ‘thoss held on October 1st,
1694,

‘European stocks on October 1this
year were 15.000,000 bushels smaller
than a year ago. though they zained
5,000,000 hushels in Septomber. were
16,000,000 bushels smaller than in
1896 and less than half what they
were o1 Ontober 1. 1895. The com-
binedd American and European stceks
are sBlightly less than  €6.000.000
bushels. wherens a year ago they
were 95,000,000 bushals in 1896 they
wera nearly 1£8.000.000 bushels, and
lv; 1895 were nearly 154,000,000 bush-
cls.

An artistlc “ad” is that of 1.
Nicholson's appearing in this issue of
Tho Commercinl. illustrated as it is
with a fine half-tone engraving. The
Commercial tries to mnke its adver-
tising pages neat and attractive from
a mechanical polnt of viow. We leavs
our pntrous to follow up the work
of making them attractive by nature
ol their contonts. The Comrierelal
now 198 many patrons who gice closo
attention to thelr ads and keep them
fregh and interesting.



