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CANADIAN ILLUSTRATORS.

C ANADA lias not been behind
the rest of the world in illus

trators' art, and her engravers have

kept pace with the world in half-tone
and line engraving. l'e discovery
uf these meclianical processes or en-
grasing lias been one of the great
ac.lhievemenmts of this age of invention.
Their influence on art cannot be
u~er .stimated. In the old days of
wvood bluck and steel engraing, illus-

.ia u ..... trations in newspapers and Magazines
were a luIury. Now, no palier or periodical with any preten
s1on.1 can afford tu be wilhout tiem. The cheapness of the pic
hures fron oil s pruducd b> mechanical process has plared
theni within Ihe practical reach of al classes of publishers.

Increased attention is being paid to black and whit! illustra-
aons, and tle leading men in this branci of art arc being
recogized as holding a position of equality with the best work-
ers in colors. Tlie professional and serious workers in black
and white m Canada have not heen a large company. There
are, oi course, mian enugaged in the %ariois branches of art work,
lut tie enthusiasts who Iake tlieir work a pleasure, and who
sacrifice all other interests for ilie loe of their profession, are
very few indeed.

In Toronto tiey may le founid chiefly amongst thie mîeiîbers
of the Toronto Art Students' League, which institution lias donc
a noble work in the interests of practical art. It was fouided
by a band of earnest workers in i S86, and occupied, at first, a
rooni m the Inperial lank buiding. Recently they opened up
more comiodious qluarters at 75 Adelaide street cast. Tleir
roons have always beei the home of a uagorous and prugrtssi% e
art life. Study froni life in the inude and iii costume lias been
Ilie chief work of tIe league, while the inicieli% and imagina
tive side las bcen encouraged by nonthly compositions on
given subjects. Al mediums arc used, and soin of the leading
color men of the city areanmongst ils nienbers. But it is black

and white illustrating
whicl hias given tle
institution the lead- 1
ing position it liolds
to-day.

Perhaps the Most
striking evidence of
the success of the
League has been the
series of Christmas
books which, under
tle titles of " '93,"
"'94" and "'95," have
attracted much atten-
lion anongthe artists
and literary commun-
ity of Canada. These
have contained many
valuable Canadian
scenes and sonie ex-
cellent native verse.
Wle believe that "'96"
is already under way,
and promises to e'-
cel ail previous ef-
forts. In these little
publications there is
an evidence that the
artists have fully real.-

ized thie needs of the

procm engraviîg., and have liajiily adapted their work ta ils
end.

Another evidence of the success of the I eague is the Can-
adian art colony in New Vork, whichi is iade up ahiost cx-
cltusin.l) of ils memiers. Among them we might mention T.
Willing, the well-knovn designer, whose initiails are scen on
many of the nost recent book-covers, initials and headings froni
that centre of brilliant ideas; W. Bengough, who draws full-

page subjects for Once a Week and other
periodicals; R. W. Crouch aud J. Jephcott,
younger men in the field of designi; 1). A.
McKellar, who draws and writes for Life;
C. W. jefferys, the talented pen and ink
artist, holding a leading position on Thie
New York Herald; and 1). F. Thomson, one
of the youngest and latest additions to the
colony, who is destined to miake lis mark in
the higher fields of lithography.

It is one of the unfortunate sides of art
life in Caunada that native talent, while it is
perhaps recogiized, is not supported. Iii
coisequence, those of our artists who stay Ê
with us do so geiierally on accouit of family
or business connections, which have to be

very strong to Make thiem resist the temîpta-
tion of fields across the linc. Anongst the
leading men in Toronto are: A. H. Howard,
the designer; C. lm. Manlly, tie well knîown
water-color artist, who has a largc part of ls
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