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lion ; but 1'11 set Il rlght-hiough it can't be uudone. Trust nie. The daye
we have spent logether bave flot becil s0 bid after ail, and tbey'li neyer corne
again.' li1er chcks were burning stili, but tbc tearls were in bier cycai. She
wanied to ble and scorn hlm mare, to flaut hlm agaun, bum li-r strength
t0 do it was failing, and every word lic said stemed ta go right int ber
heart.

« Let nme go,' ahe plcaded, chokingly; I want ta be atone.' Ile muade
way for ber.

Sweet,' he whispercd as ahe went by, ' you sald just note you would
rathier have been burlnt alive tItan kissurue. I would bu burnt ative every
day and nlght for a year if at the end of lt 1 îighît kias you ogain and have
you for mv own. Il 1 hzd lovod you leas, perbape, it might have camte
about.' WTithout a word elle passed on. ' And a mean best 1 ivas,' hc
tbought when abe had glonte, a but there arc limita 10 ail things, even 10 one's
beat intentions. Mly God in Heaveri 1 how 1 love her.'

Neli won sobblng in ber berth doiwnats, with lier hcart fuit of
consternation and bewilderment. ' Oh, iny dear Lii,' ahe criod, ' what you
inust have thouglit me, and whit cin I do? I love you dirling-I know 1
do. 1 love you wlth ail my beart-with ail my hein:, darling-but, oh !
I'd give the world if I bated Frank a lante more-lt 1 dtd not fret lthaI
l'd been- -" She put ber banc! up ta her Ibroat, aud held hier- head back
with sometbinIg that was haif lrr and blsf shame. ' Oh, in it possible 1
sh5. ..,ýughI. ' I cannot bc in love with two men at once. Am 1 bsd and
wicked and cruel too l'

The abip reached Leghorn in the grey of the mornng. Mcerreday wak-
iDg a-.me tours later fromr a aniaerable, failul sleep, asked lîow long il
stayrd.

' E ght bours, Monaieur.' the Italien steward answered. ' Midame
went on sbore cnrly.' W~hat flice relations of the two were, with
the indulgence of is nation, the man had neyer concermed hîrustîf. *'But
abc lias lcft a little letter, wh-ich 1 iwîli bring.* It was the ouly scrap be
lever had front ler :

'I harc gone ht,niie. IVc coudd suit ?hare scen --acI o! lair aélain afier lai;
iid. Ije ail lisa 1 ray a.'

' Greatl Heaven ¶ 1 mnust gel up and go after ber at once '-but wben
ho tried 10 dosao bc found that he could not ralse bis head fromt the pillow.

CU1API'ER X.

Heclen ]IIlctcad feit a she made that sirrange journey back bo Ergland
that she was a very wicked woman. If elhe had thought about Il st ail abe
wouid probably have called berseif good lately. She bad aiways itînded
bo spend e realiy moritorious life, fulfiiiing Ililier obligations ta the btin of
bier ability, 10 enjay heracîf as much as possible, and to die, if she lever con-
templaled dyiug at al), as gracefuily as possible ; and to be buried as bci-
test the social pcsition In wiîich it had pieased death 10 find ber.

She bad, e3peciaily during tbe irmsî week or Iwo of lier engagements
been thoroughly in love witb ýL-wnence Halstead, in a cba:ming. and very
yourg womanly manner. She bad conlemplated being devoted tohbu, and
ntaking bila an excellrnl iie. Now il was simply ail at end. She loved
birn, ibal was certain, and she was longing t0 gel bick t0 hlm, îhough she
couid not bnlp ber thoughls occaalonaily straying la auother direction.
She ielt thal t.he one tbing on eartb that wouid realiy comfort ber and set
thinga right would bc an unmitigated cry on his shoulder. Sac had a dis-
tinct vision of il. She rathier boped tbat il would come off under circum-
itancea Ihat would permit of bis wearing the flopping overcoat, then site
could pull up the collan againsî ber face, and àt would bave a sootblng
effeccî uniras, of course, bceatooped bis dear bead, and-- but, no, abe
was mot a wommn of the pcniod, in spite o! ber intellectual excursions, and
site could mot indulge in mental caresses, even from bier own husbind. But
sbc felt quite sure that hc would console bier beautifully, and she waa
content 10 leave il vague. She could not bcr ta tbink of the mn ner lu
which he bat! been trcaied. All the %orne, deep down in her own ho3rt
sbe was angry ind disappointed. She feit that bc had not lived up ta the
traditions o! ill lzcatcd beroes. le ought to have followed them up on a
flash of lightninig, have found themn at last, sud there sbould bave becn a
terrib' e interview. He had taken hI ail a little tc.o calmiy. He had flot,
as yet managed ta burl leven a reproach at lber, or to kill Frank, or 10 blow
bis own braina oui, but oniy ta ailowti a rumor of a divorce ta be apoken o! hn
an Italian cafe.

Frank would have acted différenly. He bad behaved shaïnciully, but
elle could not help feeling that be wouid havec b.-en a glorlous lover. She
had a vision ai irbat lufe mlgbt have bren ihb bu-on boardahip, for
instance, and ins perp-.tual suoshine, -vitb a texupeat-shaken per>,pectivc o!
maddening jay and laughter. The days they had spent logelier werc butrnl
on ber brain. cbce cauld fccl the touch ai his band atill, and hein the sound
of lits vo-ce in her cars. She lurord ber thougbbs desp.-ratcly îowards LsI.
M.a yes, site ccltinly loved bm mith aitliber beart, and! oraly livet! ta hecar
bîm say tbat hc fongave ber, and to (tel for ail tbe zest of bier ycura ahe
would be sale bv his side. She iwanld do cverytblng ini the ivorld 10 ruake
hinm love bier again, if be ivould only mot divorce ber. Ile was llrength and
h-onte, and corniot-the background and surtoading ai bler 111e ; but iu
the fotcground, and in the centre, do what shse iuuld, lhcrs- stood Frank
Mcntrcday i and ahe waa not sînong enough tai turc aside and put hlmi wbolly
aLway fiom bier. She hatcd hersel!, but tbat hclped ber- on no faitber.
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