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The editor of I'HE ORiTIO s responaible for the vicws expressed in Editorial Notes and
Articler,and for such only ; but the editor is not to hio understond as endorsing the senti-
ments expressed in tho.artxc]cu contributed to this journal. Our readrsare capable of
approving or disapproving of any part of an article or contentsof the paper: and after
exercising duo care as to whatis to appearin our colutnas, wo shallleave tho rest totheir
iatelligent judgment.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Owing to the length of the Weel articles on * The Future of Canada,”
and o a press of other matter, we regret that we shall be unable to repro-

duci any of them in this issue, as we announced our intention of duing last
wecek.

It is not easy to discern the importance which Mr. Balfour seems to
altach to his proposal to establish a Roman Catholic University for Ireland.
The measure will certainly not satisfy the Home Rule party. and will dis
Please both the men of Ulster and many other Conservatives.

We give in another column a briefaccount of the excursion of the Press
Association through Cape Breton, which we trust will be taken as a smali
recognition of the hospitality experienced by the party. While on this trip
we were everywhere reminded by what we saw that Cape Breton was well
in line with the prosperity observable in other parts of the Province, that
her people were alive and determined, and tnat her great natural resources

wrctc now being largely developed. Cape Lreton is Nova Scotia’s jewelled
crown.

Another of our captious and irmitsble contemporaries, the Trades
Journal, of Stellarton, is very much excrcised at our having called Mr.
Sharp an « English " poet, and is kindly concerned for our reputation  as
acritc.”  Our polite .nd grammatical contemporary may set his mind at
rest. ' We will cheerfully promise to be very particular in future as to the
nationalities, for fear of further shockivg the acute sensibilitics of some of
our good country friends. Morcover, this is tho last time we shall waste
SPace 1n noticing petty cavillings. Our reputation can take care of itself
without our specially vindicating it.

The shooting season is here, and with it we may cxpect 1o hear of many
s3d shooting accidents, most of which are directly attributable to carcless-
ness,  Sportsmen have no right to take chances which may imperil human
llfo.. Mr. Fawcett, the Postmaster-General of Britain, lost his sight throuhg
a fncpd who, seciog a bush move, supposed he saw a bird, and  firivg was
8urprised to hear a cry from Mr. Fawcett, the load of shot having lodged in
his hat, whilc two of them, with diabolical certainty, penctrated cither eye,
leavipg him totally blind. The recent terrible shooting accident near Ship

Hatbor is another illustration of the same criminal carelessness, and

‘ it should be a warning to sportsmen of the risk of taking anything on chance.
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erring youth of the city to the contaminating atmosphere of prison life, the
lads are sent to these Reformatory Institutions where, under excellent train-
ing, they are prepared to fight the battle of life as honest, God-fearing men.
The first crime committed by a buy is frequently the result of thoughtless-
ness or wretched home-training, and should not condemn him to be asso-
ciated with men of the Bill Sikes ilk, and with this in view the benevolont
people in Halifax have established and are conducting on the broadest
possible lines two excellent reformatories, from which have already been sont
forth many worthy young men.  These Institntions should be made nrovin-
cial in their scope, and thus prevent the jailing of many poor boys in ow
growing centres of population. Punish nent s:ldom reforms an individual.

Some one of note js said to have prunounucd that it 14k
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a one was Baron Munchauscn in the last century, and such a one 3 ael L .
Blake Crofton to-day. Everyone knows that Mr. Crofton's ability 1s not
limited to facetize, as he wields, wheneivcr he chooses, one of the ablest peus
in the Dominion, but his fun and the audacity of Lis inveation 1 laughable
books for boys are pre-eminent.  His admirable «‘I'all ‘Tatk Stories of the
Major " are widely known, and have received numberless favorabl~ nutices ;
and ho has now published a new series, the * Hair Breadth FEscapes of
Major Mendax,” which are equalls clever and ludicrous. The new volume
is very handsomely got up by its publishers, Messrs. Hubbard lirothers, of
Philadelphia, and the fun of the Major's yarus is admirably alusitated by
nunterous engravin s. We predict a great popularity among buys (though
older people may well afford a laugh too) and a Jarge sale for Mr. Crofton’s
new work.

The winners of the Montreal Witness ¢ Dominion Prize Competition™
bave been announced. The competition, concerning which we notice some
writers request that it should be made annual, or at least repeated, was a
capital device for stimulating patriotism and native literature at the same
time. Tales and sketches wero asked for from all school children, illustra-
tive of pioncer life in Canada. Macaulay's history 10 five volumes was sent
to the writer of the best tale in each cuunty, aud a set of Parkman's works
was the reward of the best in each Province. The D .immion prize has very
curiously been taken by a young lady outside the Dominion, the Welness
having, in view of its numerous readers in Newfoundland, counted that Pro-
vince, for the purposes of this competition, as though it had been a part of
Canada. No one will be jealous that our little Sister Province has carried
off this honor. The winner is Miss May Selby Holden, of St. Johu's. The
second honor is awarded by Lord Lorae to Norman L. Cook, of Gay’s
River, N.S. Miss Blanchard E. Hilchey, Taagier, wok the County Prize
for the County of Halifax.

"I'wo or threc months ago the editor of Truth expressed the opinion that
“ Impcrial Federation is a myth, and will remain a myth until we are ready
to give up all species of claim to supremacy over our Colomes, and enter
into a sort of federal treaty with them. Are we prepared to do this? 1
suspect we are not.” Commenting oo this utierancs, the Halifax Morning
Ierald observed : —~* A position of mere colonial dependence wiil not satisfy
the national aspirations of the Canadian people.  We will federate or enter
an alliance with the Empire on equal terms , or we wili become the peers of
the British penple by setting up national housekeeping on our own account
as an independent Canadian confederacy.”  The officuil organ of the Impe-
tial Pederation League has devoted the first leading arucle of its September
issuo to endorsing the position t«ken by our Iahfax contcmporary, with
which it farther agrees in doubting that Trutk is right tn supposing that
Englishmen genernlly are oppesed to taking the culonices into full partuer-
ship. Tho Herald can coagratulate itself for having nduced * Imperal
Federation” to assume a bold and clear attitude upon a crucial question.
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