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STRATEGY—SCOUTS.

We have now passed in review the pure-
ly tactical and logistic elements of cavalry
in campaign, its arms, Lorses, food, forage,
-clothing, marches, baggage, and artilery.
It remains to treat of the strategetical part
of cavalry duty, the system of pickets and
scouts, whereby it finds out the enemy's
movements, while hiding its own. Wo will
commence with scouts.

Perhaps there is no part of warfare so
difficilt to master, so important in results if
masteved, so_fruitful of disasters if uncom.
prehended, as tho science of scouting. Able,
faithful, and trustworthy scouts are very
rare, Tho contbination of qualities that go
tomake a good scout is not often mot with.
Rine out of ten of the headyuarter scuuts in
our service during the war were simyny|
reckless scoundrels, who Bx‘ought mn but lit-
{lo yaluable information, and stole hor. .8
from the farmers to sell for o consideration, |
Thero were exceptions, but this was the rule. |
4 more uscless body of men, take them all
inall, was seldom met with. The rebel
seouts, on the other hand, especially at the
commencement of the war, furnished the
fullest information to their chiefs. One
great cause of this was that thore’ 2l cavalry
soduts wero very often officors of intell.
gence and address, who coula take hints
quickly, adapt themselves to circumstances,
with readiness, and who Lad their hearts in
the business. In the last words lies the
wholo secrat of the scouting system. somo;
men are natural detectives. Such men are,
fitted for the position of scout because they
love the excitement of finding out. Other,
men have suffered deadly injury from the,
enemy, and long to avenge themselves. If,
such men have lived in tho country to be,
scouted in and know it well, they are the,
men to employ, if intelligent. But one,
quick-witted, well-educated officer, well.
mounted, and lavishly supplied with fresh,
horses, if needed, will bring in more reliablo,
mtelhgepce than a whole swarm of detailed
horse thieves out of the ranks. It is fart
from good policy to think any rascal & smart,
man, An honest man whose word con be

relied on will not furnish false information.

Scouts will dowell to go in pairs. Two
pairs of eyes are better than one, and two
beads are proverbially better than & single
brain. One canoften take back intelligence
while the other goes futher at greater sk ,
so0 that oven if the latter is captured, the
Zeneral gels the news,

Scouts should be mounted in the best
possiblemanner. They shiould be first-class
pistol shots, and cacry from two to four re.
volvers in belt and saddle holsters, They
shouid carry no sabre on aay account, as its
Jjingls would betray them, and they ought
to bo light men themselves. Many a time
they'll have to ride for their lives, and an
extra pound or tivo may cause their loss.
They should have all their grain and clos
ing carried in headquarters waggous to
lighten them. Generally, they m.n ga to
live off the country without any difficulty,
and supply themselves with hor: 1 the
same way, as before mentioned.

The system is an excollent one if none
but relinble officers aro appomntail. The
mistake lies in supposing every smart horse-
thief to be 2 good scout. A perfectly brave
man he must be, not afraid to hover round
the enemy’s flanks, and find out hus posizon
in full. Such a man is valuable. A duzen
such are invaluable, and worth a horse every
d:_li',; if they need it, which they oftentimes
will,

With tho spy system a cavalry treatise has
nothiug to do. Spres are expenswve luxur
ies, and belong more to the province of the
chief of the wliole army than to that of the
cavalry corps general. But the svstem of
headquartnr scoats, under proper disciphne,
furnishes one of the best lessons of the de-
cade for the future. Headquarter scouts
form an extreme advance of bold, wary men,
on swilt horses, who should not fear to ven-
turo miles away tn front of their own ad-
vance guard, to gain any information of the
cnemy’s movements. Men detailed 1n ro-
tation for this duty fail 1n skt and experi-
cence. They must be kept on thesame duty
constantly, to acquire the skill, Xvery day
that passes, every lucky cscape, adds to
their boldness 2 finding out the numbers|
and position of the enemy, and boldness
and swift riding aro two valuable qualities
1 & scout. If they are reliable in theirin
formation, it will bo found much more ser- |
viceable than that of spies, on account of its |
frequency, and the short time elapsing be- |
tweea sccing and reporting.

Scouts should not be dressed in the
onemy's uniform. It tends to render the
business treacherous and to degrade its
character in the oyes of the men in the col. |

umn, besides detering many men from vol-
unteering as scouts who would make the
best. Our own headquarter scouts, when
Sheridan commanded the cavalry corps,
were very much disliked by the men on ac-
count of their assuming the rebel uniform.
I have known them to be fired at deliberate-
ly by our own men, under pretence of mis-
taking them for enemes. Dressed in our
owa uniform, or something easily recogniz-
able as such, they loose the snegking spy
character, and Lecome twico as useful in
€eulity  Their uniform should be some-
thing thuat resembles that of the enemy anly
at & little distance, and prevents tho wearer
being shot at by your own men.

Tnder the “enemy’'s umform ™ systeny,
the men in the covlumn frequently fal to
distinguish {riend from foe, and 1 have
kno.sn more thn one instance of rehel ofti-
cers coming inside of our lines and making
due wspection without danger n full unr
form. They were «aken for headquarter
scouts,

But, under proper discipline, as beforo
noticerd, a borly of bold, quick witted men,
with sharp eyes. nccusiomed to judge of the
strength of bodies of men at a glance, are
very valuable They should be prepared to
shoot 1t an instent’s nodice; to pick up the
enemv's stragplers nnl guestion them; to
rideall ronnd his columns and waggon train;
to> make off across tho country ut a speed
thit defies pursuit, if detected, to wurn and
fight if not followel by more th w fou: men
Quick decisive work can be mule witls 1e-
volvers, if a man is cool, deteimined, and a
sure shot  Such a man his more than even
chinces with foor ordincy cavaley soldiers
pursuing him  If be shuld bua fiest class
swordsman, it may be even alvisable fo
him 0 wear a sabre  But in tuat case the
scabbard must he of siinple leather, ur the
jmgling will betray him. For nighit woik,
and often for day work, scouts should be
provided with some sort of pads to deaden
the soun of their horses’ feet i necessity
requires it Such pads are easily m «le, and
can be adjusted on occusion.  Thev must ue
frequently renewed, as they will qu.ckly
wear nut, and to be of any good they must,
be very thirk and soft. A scout should also
bo provided with a pair of hobbles, to en-
able him to leave his horse motionless if
necessary, while he reconcitres on foot. A
singlo strap, with two loops near the end. is
the best thing for this purpose. The loops,
whiech <lip up and down; are passed around
the two tront pasterns, the long end ot the
strap 13 tied over the hock of one hind leg.
A horso thus secured wili stand hke a statue
for hours, and is rcleased in twenty seconds.
The strap can be used as an ordinary halter



