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obtain freedom from their own Sultwn. I
compare our condition ngain with tho efforts
which since 1789, France hus mado in vain
to combine liberty and order. I compare it
with the stato of Germany, and I ardently
wish success to her now institutions, while 1
have some fear that her liberty moy be stifl-
ed by a surplus of kings, princes, lords, and
squires.

 In the midst of thoso oxamples I wish
to see Eugland made impregnable, with the
motto of our Volunteers, Defence, not De-
fiance.~ Your obedient sorvant,

Dec.19. Resswin.”

e following extract furnishes a lesson
which should not bo lost sight of by our
Militia  Depnrtment ; we have repeatedly
urged the formation of a staff corps which
need cost the country nothing beyond the
price of the parchments on which the com-
missions were engrossed and the expense of
publication in the Gazefte. The material for
such an organization already oxists in the
Civil Engineers and Provincial Land Survey.
ors in the Provinces. ‘The mods of instruc.
tion and how far 1t should be carried to
qualify them for their particular duties
would not ecessarily entail extra expense,
at present our army not being organired
with a view to foreign conquest, all the ro-
quiritaents of this service would be met by
men having the necessary training as quali
ficitions for the professions named ; bocnuse
it would he their loc:l knowledge which
should render their services of value and
their organization should be especially di-
rected to the arrangement of that know-
jedge with the best means of rendoring it
arailable for future use. Esistingtownship
maps with the topographical and other in-
formation placed therson, by persons prac.
tically acquainted therewitb, under the di
rection of anintelligent chief, could be easily
procured and the country would bein pos-
session of informution of inestimable value,
We request the attention of the Militia
authorities to the following which proves the
position we have taken :

‘The story that went the round of the
press some months ago to the effact that
some very distinguished Prussian officers
had, before tho declaration of war. been
travelling incognito in France, spying out
the nakedness of the land, waa probably no
mere invention. A writer who professes to
be thorougbly conversant with the subject
+f military education in Prussia says that
the cadets in the Staff Colleges are habitual.
ly sent many miles away from theicr head-
quarters, and are expected to bring home
with them against a day specified, reports of
the condition of the country traversed, its
roads, its villages, its towns, its rivers, its
plains, its hills, its aptitude for the move
ments of cavalry, infantry and artillery, se-
parately, and of all threo in combination-—
In a word, all its military features, not for-
getling its capabilities for furnishing means
of subsistence both to man aud horze.

The ~eports thus made are caiefully in-
specte. by competent officers, and those who
give a proof of more than ordinary aptitude
i this matter are then sent into foreign
countries, through which they move with
their eyes and ears open, and upon which

they make, in the guise of traveller's notes

memoranada that are of the greatest possi-
ble use for war purposes. It was, indeed,
from the travelling notes of staff officers
that the Prussians ncquired that intimato
acquaintance with all the lines of railway in
France, tho high roads, bLy-roads, tracks
through forests, fords and bridges, and the
localties of towns and villages which so
much astonished the French peoplo in the
present campaign, and gave to the invaders
such a prodigivus superiority over the French
armies,

It seemns to be established that FFrance has
not stood alone as the subject of these
secret investigattons.  Austria has, all un.
knowingly, recioved sinular polite attention,
till 1t is said, more is known about the miuli-
tary resources of the latter in Berlin than at
Vienna, and a similar allegation is made in
respect of Haly. It will, therefore, be no
matter of surprise to lave it asserted, on
most relinble English authonty, formed ‘‘on
such evidence as sets doubt at defiance,”
“that with every pathway in England, every
hedgerow and village, not to speak of forts,
arsenals and dockyards, the Prussians are
familiarly acquainted.” “These fucts show
that the Prugsians have gone further than
any otl:er nation in the study of the science
of war, endeavouring to give perfectness to
its minutest detail. Tho result of this wise
policy has already been made evident in two
of the most brilliant campaigus ever record-
ed in the anuals of European history.

——.

A HARMLESS DELUSION.

Some of our Canada con‘emporavies are
making much of an article in the New York
Tribune, which advocates the scquisition of
Canada by force of arms, or what is equiva.
lent toit—giying Britain formal notice to
quit this continent, which would, of course,
be resisted with all the power of the empire.
Those journals are probably not aware that
under certain circumstances the Tribune
newspaper is svifered te edit itself, and that
during Mr. Greeley's absence nothing which
appears in its col ‘mns need be regarded as
of special value «r moment. The ZLribune
has more than once during the last few
months stated that Canada ought not to be
forced into annexation, and we have no
doubt that thag is the view of its editor at
tho preseut moment. It is evident that
President Grant under the tutelage of But-
ler, believes that Britain can be bullied or
cajoled into giving up Canada. It is also
reusonably plain that he thinks an attempt
in that direction may help him in lis can-
vags for the Presidency m 1873, Let him
try to make the proposed arrangement in
London, and see what s rebutf he will get.
Let him try, if he 80 pleases, any means of
pressure upon Canadians which lie within
his reach, und seo what he will make by it.
He will only show how little knowledge of
palitics and of the world he possesses, and
render more sare the triumpa of the Demo-
cratic party in 1872, M Congress will give
him carte Ulanche, he may have war with
Britsin, or the lesser evil of the destruction
of trade with Canada, which the United
States can ill bear; but he cannot obtain
one inch of Canadian soil, noreven ground.
work for a hope of obtaining 1t. We have
no doubt that there are Americans in Cana-
daignorant enough ofthe country to imagine
that annexation is possible, and that the
President’s earsare tickled with their re-
ports and the sketches of the Bohomian cor-
respondent of the New York Herald. A
wiscr politician than President Grent would
detect the fallacios of these people. The
patriotic feelings and the interests of the
people of Canada aro ail opposed to annex-

ation, and no power now in exXistencs can
drive them to it. Tho Americans will find
this out in time, and in the meantime Presi-
dont and printors may be allowed fu'lswing
in tho promulgation of the illusion, so dear
to their selflove, thatall the people of North
America a1e dying of admiration at their
private virtues and tho purity of their Gov-
ernment,
FISIERY RIGILS

‘e Chicago Tribune 1s sensiblo enough
of the ditliculty Mr. Schenck will feel in
diplomatically definingand finding fault with
nere ‘“‘unfriendliness.”  Ave present tren
ties enforced? Is their enforcement the
cause of this alleged unfriendliness? Then
why not go to the cause at once, and take
mensures to have those treaties abroagated.
and others sustituted in their room. *If,”
snys tho Tribune, ** it is thought a grievance
not to have the right of fishing up to the
shore, why not say s0? And why not get u
general international law abolishing any ex-
clusive rights to the coast-waters of any
country, and, of course, those of the States
aswell? And then, if all are on a level in
fishing rights, surely,” argues the ITribuie,
‘“ all ought to be on a fevel for a market.
The British fishermen ought to be allowed
to bring his fish to the American market as
free of duty as the other. Otherwise a duty
of 20 per cent, will be paid simply to the
Gloucester fishermen above a fair and living
profit. Thisis all very well, but neither
Canada nor Britain has the laast iutention
to abandon the right tothe threo-mile linit,
as will be made more and more manifest as
time goes past.

L.ondon newspapers bring some facts as
to the cclipse of the sun as racently seen
there. A snow storm had lasted for some
hours, ceased just before the time of the ob-
struction of the sun, and a thinviel of flescy
clouds passing swiftly before the luminary
served instcad of smoked glass to enable
ordinary eyes to see the phenomenon. The
sun was perfectly visible, says one authority,
at the time the largest portion of its disc was
hidden, and presented the appearance of a
brillian crescent with the horns turned to
the earth. There was but httle of light ; in
fact 50 little that those who did not look at
the sky would hardly have believed that
tour-fifths of the sun’s surface was conceal-
ed. Accounts from the continental obser-
vers have not yet come to hand.

The Spanish Govermment on Thursday
paid to the United States nearly nineteen
thousand dollars in gold for damages and
demurrage in the case of the steamer Lloyd
Aspinwall, seized last winter on suspicion
that she had been fitted out to aid the
Cubans.

Brrakrast.—Erps's Cocoa.—GRATEFUL AND
Coyrontixg.—The very agreeable character
of this preparation h s rendered ita general
favorite. The Civi. SERvICE GAZETTE re
marks :—* The singular success which Mr.
Epps attained by his homasopathic prepara
tion of cocoa lias never been surpassed by
any experimentalist. By & thorough know-
ledge of tho natural laws which govern the
operations of digestion and nutrition, and
by a careful application of the fino proper-
ties of well solected cocos, Mr. Epps hos
provided our breakfast tables with a leli-
cately favoured beversg:® th' « 10 yanve
us many heavy doctacs’ :1s.  Mndesim.
ply with boiling water oz ulic  Soll by the
‘Frade onlyin §lb., A1y, ¢+ 1 1lb. un-ltaed
vackets, lbelled—Jayrs Bers & Co,, Hom.
| eopathic Chemists, 1.ondon, England.




