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True, a few.of the heavy fuchsia Livs
soms were splashed with the wet soil ;
some of the largest rose blossoms had ,
been knocked off ; one or two scarlet,
geraniums  looked rather weather-heat-
cn; and there were deep marks in the,
sround where the heavy raindrops had |
allen. |
But when Mr. Grant had put a stick to
support this plant, lightly brushed the
leaves of that splashed plant, cut 07 a
dead blossom or Isaf here, and put o fow
skilful touches with the rake there, you
would have said the little garden looked
all the better for the rain 1t was so fresh
and green and bright

And so Margaret thought, as she stood
watching her father removing all the
traces of the storm which had alarmed
her so much the night before as she
thought of her dear fowers all exposed
to it outside.

“Why, papa,” she said, smiiing, *“my |
dear darling flowers are not so much the
worse, after all; I think they lovk all|
the fresher for the rain. I was going to
water them yesterday, only John said we
should have raw before night.  Oh,,
thank you, papa! It does look so niee
now, and my pretties aren't dead, after
all” i

* Daisy, my darling,” said her father, ,
as they moved down one of the side-
watks, “jyou must try and trust the
great Gardener, wmy child, who sends;
the rain and the wind as well as the
sunshime.  There was a time when foure
other little flowers bestdes my prccnous|
Daisy grew in my cottage irden, and’
were a daily and hourly pleasure to me
as | watched their growth, and took care,
of them—my poor motherless darlings
But one day a great storm came, such'!
blinding hail, such roaring raging wind |
and tempest, as I pray you may neser
sce, my child—when no sun nor stars:
for days appeared.  And my httle ﬂm\'-:

i

ers -tended with such love and care,
watched over day and might with prayer,
my hittle flowers were taken from me,
and for a while [ cried, dear --as vou cried
last night--in my darkness and in my

fear, for 1t seemed asf I had lost them,
as 1t they had been wrecked by that cruel

storm which took them all away. But:
in the morning my weeping changed to

jos.  God had spared me my latle,
Daisy, and as [ clasped you mn my arm, ,
dear, your httle baby hps asked me where
brothers and sisters were, and I could ;
ouly say, * In heaven.” You taught me
then, my child, what [am teaching you—
to trust. And now [ Zrozr my httle dar- |
lings are transplanted to a better soil than |
this, where everlasting spring abides, and
never withering flowers—where no storms |
come, but all is calm and rest and peace.

May little Daisy and I go there too™

“ ForTy years I have lived in sin,”
-said a-man.in the.Mission House in.Bax-
ter Street, New York, on Apnl 6th, dur-
ing a’service held by the Salvation Army.
“Youall kriow me,” he continued, “ and
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yoix, know,what I say.is true. I never
passed..a..salc on.when I.had any.money
in my. pocket, and-: for-forty years I have
never been sober when T had the means
to get drunk.  But two weeks ago I had
the curiosity to come in here to see the
Salvation Army,and now I am a new man.
1 cannot tell how it is, but 7 knoz it is so.
I humbly believe my sins are forgiven,
and I mean to work for Jesus. People
.say there is nothing in it, but Iask you
‘whether it is ¢ nothing ’ that enablesmeto
pass the liquor saloons now and tospeak
without swearing. But I cannot exphin
what I feel.”  As the man spoke, obvious-
ly under profound emotion, the thoughts
-of some were carried back to the narrative
of the blind man whom Christ cured,
(John ix. 25), and who had similar per-
sonal proof of the genuineness of the work

"we proceed

done 1n him.
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xtiv, 30:34 5 v, 1.8 Golden Text, Rom. xii,
21 Cummt t-3.
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The Trial of Abraham's Faith,
GuLDEN TENT

Gen. 225 114

Vo ber o 0v sl nad, neTses 1s o4
Tune 1812 ;

LONNELTION AND  INTRODUCTLION

A period of something more than twenty-five

1 years witervened hetween the events of ourlast -

lesson and of tlas  During this time Abraham
journeyed again towan! the south country, and
tematued some tme iu Gerar. In process of
time, Isaae, the child of promise. was born,
Ishwnel and his mother weie sent away, Abra-
ham and Abunelech made a convenant of peace

and Abralam contsnued to 1eside in or near - W8 vt him would be, on the part of both. an act | provide ! Did he wmean that G
Come again to you. Abmhamhad | videa real lamb? He did not quite know

Beor-sheba, in the southern pait of Palestine,
uutil the periol of our prosent lesson In
onder tu fully understaul the lesson before us,
we must 1egand the transaction of which we are
there told os not only a trial of Abrahaw’s
fatth, hut as a tmost striking aud accurate ty pi-
cal representation of the sacrifice o{ Chriat. We
have m it a loving father ireely offering up 1n
saerift « an only and well-beloved son, and an
wlndicnt and anruisting son yielding Lusel
without & muraur to s father's will,  The
nlhing out of this grand picture we shall see as
Abrakiam, doubtless, earnestly
derired & deeper insight iute God's purposes ,
and here God, wlule sorely trying lus faith, re.
wards lig subhume endurance of the tnal by
revealing to him Christ in His character of a
sacriftual offering for the sin of the world.
(See Johinn, 8. 56, Gal. 8: 8; Heb. 11: 13).
LESSON NOTES.

(1). Agter these things,—tuat 1, the thungs
Iat\d in the lnst chapter—God did tempt (test,
try,) dbraham  We are not to suppose that
God tempted Abrabam 1u the seuse of seckiug
todraw him into sin, for we are plainly told
(Jawmes 1 : 13) that God tempts no man. But
God_subjected Abrabam t> a test ortrial by
which his character and the power of Ins faith
should become better known thau it couid other-
wise be—not to God, for God knew already
what Abraham tas, and what he would do—but
to himself and all that should come after lum.
And said unto him, Abrakam ; and ke said,
here am I; or, behold I. Abrabam's answer
showed that he was waiting for God’s command,
and bolding himself in readiness to obey it,
whatever it might be.

(2). Takenow thy .son, thine only son whom
thou lovest. lsasc was Abraham's onlyson in
the sensvof being his only true heir ; the only
ono in whom tho promises were to be fulfilled ;
the only oune thirough whom his posterity shonld
be traced. And get thee into the land of Mo-
riah. This is supposed to boe the country
around Jerusalom; énd the place where Isaac
wag offered up, the Calvary where Christ was
afferwards crucified. The-latter opinion niay
be true, yet there is no cerfain evideuce that it
18 80.  Ofer kim there for a burnt offering upon
one of the mountains, d&c. This was undoubt.
edly a most unexpectsd command, aund cne
thet must bave tried his faith to the ntmost,
But_Abrabam’s faith in God was not tobe
shaken$ ‘aud without & ‘single murmar, orword

Golden Text, Luke «viti 1
|

teady for the sacrifice. A command coming
frot God to offer up & human sacrifice, must
havo filled him with astonishment :

; tradictory view of God's character.
uot trace cither i wisdom or Iiis gon.tiess.
P InYs A, e

, anticipating all the ncedful preparations, sueh
, ns meparing the wood, taking with Lim the

1
of questioung or dissent, he pruceeded to wane |

v vadeJirek
but Low | it signitied) slall be aeen.—or, the Lord with see
ISAAC'S PrusPERITY —Gen. xxvi, 12 ) great wast his astouishment have Ueen when j or provide.

tulil that that saerifico was to be lns ownsgon!,
, But uo did not hesitate at this apparently con. |
He had |
faith that conld trust God oveu whers he could |
i fruits of their faith may appear
(3). dAnd Abrakam rose up early tn the 1ora- |
He made haste to wcet the tnal, ,

! He has given for us,
{ as literally as man couid give himeaif in the per-

tastied 1t hse boen given othersise than by

this, or by some other similar transaction,
dbrakam called the name of that place Jeho-

Lou0n the mount of the Lord it (what

IRACTILAL SUGHESTIONS,

Dplicit obedicnce o God, 1 the only sure
test of faith. God does not often subject his
l»eople to so severe a testas He did Abrahiam
yut all have to be testedin some way, that the

Gaod asked nv mote from Abraham than He
was willing te give for Abrahan.  Whatever
God asks from us falls infinitely short of what
Abmham pave lumself,

, cords tu biud, aud the kuife to sloy the vietum, | son of another, in Isaac, God save Himself

, tnd youug men to be his assistanta by the way,

, Altins showed hinw calm was lus trust, aud
how settled was his purpose to obey God.
Waatever might have been hus nateeal pain of
i lieari, 1t doea not secut 1 the least 1o hare af-

fected tus conduct.  His heart was ** fircu,
‘ trusting in the Lord.”
i (). The third day.

the time the connmand was given, they enwme
, in sight of the place God bad told Ab:ahawm of
j ham is supposed to have started, to the neigh.
borliood of Jerusalwm, is not far from thirty
Rowman miles.

IR
e
duty.

Posnibly he feared that lus servants,

We are uot veeessarily |
 to conclude that three entire days were requred |
y fut the Journey, Lutthat, ou the thud day frow |

v dbrakem 2 See note.
_y The distance from the point from which Abra. ; i the sense of leading them intosin * ~ [a Satan

truly in the person of Jesus Chyist, His only
begatten Son. He will accept nothing less

| than a complete giving up of ouraclres to Him,

Abraham tn giving to God lus dearest and
best, proved that there was nothing hie would
withhol L. God, in giving Christ, proves that
He hes with Him, fieely given ws al? things
(Rom. 8;32; 1at Cor. 3: 21.23).

God's great girt includes all lesser gifts,

QUESTINN <UNMARY
(Foi the Soldars,

tl, 2% What 13 meant Ly God did tempt

Who dues tempt peoplo

the only tempter? Do wicked children ever
hecome tempters * What did God tell Abra-
ham to dat Did Abraham kuow God did unot
intend to let him Kill Isaac ! What madehim,

dnd Abraham said wntohin young men, | then, go so wilingly to do such a dieadful
He would go unattended to this pamful | thing®  Because he had fuith that God would

Liringz it round all right. and that, evew if be did
have to kill Isaae, God would make him nlive

, through love to lsaac, amd seung what was yagamn. (Read Heb. 11: 17-19),

hismelt alone, hewould have no one near who

abuut to he done, wou!ld scek to turn him from |
hts purpose.  As God hallaid tlas duty upon |

'3). What did Abrahiam take with him?
13.. Dit Abraham eapect thar both he and
[-aac would come again 1—{See Heb. 11 : 17-

fcuul-l interfere or seck to prevent his doing | 10

, what God had commanded him to o, dand

W6). What dut Abraham gave Isaac to carry?

, the lad will go yonder und worship. The ofter. l What did he carry hunself ¥

, 2 up ot appropriate sactitices was an act of

(7 . What one thing did Isan~ miss that

. sulemn worship.  God had appointed Isaac as should have been taken tora burnt-oftering !

, the saerifice on this occasion ; hence the offer-

. of wordup

1§, 05, What did Abraham say God would

would pro-

, tull cuntidence that they should both return to | what hedid mean , but be felt sure God would

, the youug men.  (See Heb, 11, 17-19,
. (6. dbrakam took the wood of the burnt of-
“Jerig, and laid it upon [sanc

W8, 33 . ,\0{. { A
, was crucified—(John 19.:°17,.

Kudfe ; (types of divine .)usticq.\-ls. 53. 101, (see note).

These ;
. words, both of them together, are peculiarly stge ) lam ¢
Avraham and Iaac, the one a.type , aud would not do anything Gud had not told

and they went, both, of: them logether
nfant.  Aul
of the Divige Tather, the other of Jesus Christ,
His Suny, —the oue bearing that which wasto be
the cause of his own consuming, the other the

, ire and the kmfe, symbols of the justice wlnch

, feqared the sacrifice, went, forward logether,.~
, that is, in perfect fellowship and harmony ; the

son not preceding the father,as if driven, or fol-
1 lowing him as a slave, but besids him, asacom-

‘ The inuuity | and
ot all lus people wag lnid by God upon Jesus. | we shall aoon  sce.
ax well a3 the eross upon which He y huild

provide for the bLumt-offering . some
war.  His wonds were & prophecy, however,
Gol did provide a real lamb, asg
What did Abrahaf

Whats analtar ¢ What did he da

Abrabiam (, when the altar waa Lntshald, and the wood laid
type of Gud) look the fire in_hig hand and it | in order uponat?

Was Isaac a little boy 2—
How old was he?
voung wat, why did ke let his

I{ he was a

ther bind
Because he knew s father ared God,
him to do. So he gave himsell willingly into
his father's hands. Who besides Abraham
save up His only begotten Sun to die? Was,
Ijums. ‘xkc Isaac, waliug to dte’ Whom dud
Jesus die fur 1 Do you love Jesus fur bang v
kind as to die for you ¥

(10-13) What did Abrahiam meanto do when

| he took the knife? Why did God let him

{ banton, a triend,, both gomg forward toaumted | do 1t ?  Because he was ouly trying Abrahain ;

{ woik.
(7. 5).
and the wood, but where s the lamb, &c. lsase
evidently. asked, this question, as yet not
dreaming that he tvas himself tho lamb of sac-
[nﬁce. Abraham’s answer, my son, &c., was
i probably intentionally evasive—he was wait
y ing calmly for God to reveal tlus fact, 1f neces.
sary, Hunself, to Isaac—yet, like many things
uttered in profound ignorance on the part of
the speaker of his own deeper meauning, ttcon-
veyed a double }»mplwcy. God would not only
provide a literallambd as a sin-offering, for that
particular occasion, but would provide THE
LaMB, Jesus Christ, as the greater sacrifice for
! the sin of the world. So they went, &e.—(See
remarks under v, 6) The repetition of these
1 wonds makes them doubly impressive.
. (9). Abrakam built an altar, &c. Thesac-
trifice could not be offered without an altar.
Christ was offered upon the bloody altar of a
| cross—(Heb, 13 12,18).

Bound Istac his son, &ec. Isaae, though
called a lad, (v. 5) was really a mature man, at
least twenty-five years old, and by some sup-
posed to be over thirty, Had he not heen a
willing sacrifice he might easily have resisted
or escaped, as lus father was an aged man. But
be evidently made no resistance, yielding him-
self willingly to his father’s will. So Christ
§.\\'e himself up freely to die—(l’s. 40:7, 8;

ohn 10: S; Matt. 26: 42).

(10). dbraham stretched forth hishand, and
took the knife, to slay his son. His trial was
complete. The sacrifice was virtually made.
Thegreater sacrifice of Christ, Abraham'’s pro-
mised sced, was shown in perfect type. And
now—

(11, 12) A voice from keaven calls to him
—lay not thy hand upon the lad, for now [
know, &e. God did not subject Abraham to
this trial to assure Himself that Abraham's
faith would not fail. This He kuew ; but
neither Abraham por Is2ac knew it, and we
could never have known it had the trial not
becn made. Neigher could the wonderiul pro-
phecy of Jesus Christ, a3 a sin-oftering, con-

“Tsaac said, behold (here are) the fire '

and when he saw Abraham was willing to
obey Him. even in such a hard thing, He took
it all the same as if he hyd feally done it.
Who called to Abraham to make him stop!
What did he sai"r When Abraham looked
around what did hesee ! Did the sheep hap-
pen to be there 2—or did God send him there ?

When 1t came time for soniebody to die for
us did God provide another Lamb? What 15
that Lamb’s name ?

What is the meaning of Je.l> i—See Matt,
1: 21. Has Jesus saved you from yoursins ?

B e —

Ou a Spanish sun-dial is written, «I
mark ouly the brizht hours.” This is
wige. There is more sun-hinethan shade,
more bright than dark hours to be re-
membered.

P'rofanity never did any man the least
grod. No mav is richer, or happier, or
wiser for it. It conmends no one to so-
ciety ; it is disgasting to refined, people
and abominable to the good.

Bismarck may possibly soon meet Car-
dinal Howard, who is the successor of
Monsigneur Jacobini as Papal Nuncio at
Vienna. The object of such a meeting
would be to deliberate on the Act recent.
ly passed amending the Falk Laws, which
neither answer the intentions of the Prus-
stan Government nor the wishes of the
Catholics, and to bring about the recall
of the ejected bishops and fill the cures
of the vacant parishes. Bismarck hearti-
ly desires to put an end to the kultur-
kampf, and there 1s no saymg that he
may not consent to talk over Church
matters once more with soine agent of
the Pope at Gastein.



