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lished now a days pander to the tastes of the purient ;
and vulgar, and devote long columns to police court cases, and !
give verbatim the testimony brought out in such cases as
this of the notorivus Dr. Andrews, eavrying probably in con.
tiguous columns the advertisements of just such scoundrels
which point but too plainly to the places where drugs to pro-
cure abortion may be had, or to the persons who are ready ;
for mouey to perform crimnal aperations.  The publication of |
this sort of liternture and advertisementsis a social evil that |
ought to be stamped out.  Tet us hope that it will be abated, !

Mg, Erastus Wivay, in an article in a Canadian wmagazine, |
undertakes to show that the duty upon steel rails imported to
this country has added 260 unnecessary millions to the cost
of our railroads, and has imposed a permanent annual tax up-
on the people of 12 millon dollars 2 year. His method of
reaching this conclusion is to multiply all the rails used by the i
amount of the duty. He ignores the very important fact that .
the domestic competition created by the duty tumbled the |
price of rails from $130 a ton to 830. Healso overlooks the |

|
!

-

further fact that at one time the actual price of rails was less |
than the amount of the duty. It would be interesting to !
have Mr. Wiman try to explain how the duty could have |
been added to the price under these impressive circumstances, :

Yurtherinore, it is well known to everybody that transporta.
tion of rates in this country over dutiable raily, are about one-
fourth what they are in England, where the railroad companies
have the privilege of huying rails free of duty. When Mr.
Wiman has time, and is feeling right well, we would enjoy
having him make an cffort to show how it is that the Ameri-
can people bear that heavy extra burden of 12 million dollars
a year when they pay less for transportation than Englishmen
who, according to Mr. Wiman, have no such burden to curry.

———— ——— e a— ————

Like all the other free traders, when they come down to practi-

cal fact, Mr. Wiman has no case against the rail-duty,  That
duty has never cost the American people a dollar. It has

saved them millions of money.- -Zhe Hamifuetnrrr,

The question of stecl rails in Caanda is studiously avoided
by the party paper; Ly the Conservatives because a Conser-
vative Govermment placed steel rails in the free list, and by
the opposition because they are on the free list.  Our Phila-
delphin contemporary shows that although the policy of the
American Government has always heen to levy a duty on
steel wails, that duty has never cost the people of that countey

& dollar, but an the contrary has saved them millions of money

and it also shows that although thece has always been duty
levied on rails in the United States, and although no duty
has ever been levied on their rails in Great Britain, where
railroad companies may purchase rails at free trade prices,
railroad transporation rates in the United States, under pro-
tection, itre about one-fourth what they are in England under
freet rade.  If it is because the railroad companies in Canada
have a cineh upon our lawmakers that would enable them to
strangle any attempt that might be made to fmpose 2 duty on
riily, it is high time that that influence were thrown off.
Putting rails on the free list was a fearful blunder—keeping
them there is a politicadl evime.  If we are ever to have a
comprehensive fvon and steel industry, a duty should be
levied upon steel mily, and a bonus should be offered and
paid for sheh steel mils as might be made in Canada.  With
such inducements, and with a prohibitory duly fevied upon
serap iron, Catndit would soott be in connition to make all the
refined iron and steel rails she might require.
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