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‘The annual report of the Minister of Mines shows ; bushels for the previons year. About 29,000,000

the increasing output of minerals from British Colum.
bia to be very cousiderable. The yiceld of coal for
1890 is stated at 699,000 tons.  In 1883 it was 369,000
tons, or little more than half the present yield, while
in 1880 it was but 268,000 tons. ‘The gold product for
1590 from British Columbia was §381,535, and that of
sitver $73,983  These figures are for ounly three
districts, viz. : Cariboo. Kootenay, and Osoyoo0s.

Victoria, B.C., is r¢joicing in the possession of the
finest and largest city clock oxn the Pacifiz Coast out-
side of San Francisco. Theentire clock weighs nearly
four tons, and the bell on which the hours are struck
weighs 2,098 pounds. The clock has four dials 7}
fect in diameter, glazed with opal glass, so that they
can be illumin~ted at night. It was made at Croydon,
England. and is guaranteed 5ot to vary more than five
seconds per week.  The hours are struck in full, and
anestroke given for cach half hour.

Recently the Economist of London. in calling atten:
tion to the bill drafted by the Trust Funds Committec,
and which provides that tenst funds may be invested
in all Colonial inscribed stocks which yield the buyer
one per cent. or less in excess of the yicld of Consols,
made the following quotations showing the high stand-
ing of Canada’s credit in London :—
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The trade failures in Canada during the first
quarter of the present year were less in number buta
litle more i amount than for the same period in 1839,
The figures for 1889 were : number of failures 630,
liabilities 85.485.000. Weappend the list for the first
quarter of this ycat from the report of Dun, Wiman &

Co.:—

Vresises, No. offailare. Tiabilisice,
BlATI0eeeees cocnas sessvenvaness 238 $1,537.2359
) sehee cesereitcces ceaceccenases 26 3-265.7%

Nota SC0UR..es cennsnsenssasane 39 213,200
New Brunswick ceee ceeces ceceen 24 139.559
Mol veee ceveninnnntoonne 19 203.1¢6
LE. WNand .... eevecnsveas 3 33600
British Coltttnbie coe vane anannn oo 5 3t
Tolalieeeeioienne snnananaces 556 3,738,224

It will be noticed that Quebee and Manitoba show
much the largest amount to cach failure  The quar-
ta's total for Quebee a year ago was nearly §900,000
less than now.

'!’hc wheat crop of Australasia for the past yearis
esimated at 44,000,000 bushels, against 42,450,000

bushels of the crop will be required for home use, for
seed and fiour, leaving 15,002,000 for export to Europe,
South Atrica, China and the Pacific islauds, about
6.000 000 of which will go to these Srutharn countries,
and the rest to Eurape. Of the abave 44,030.090 bush-
¢ls, about 31,020,020 wereraised in Victoria and South
Australia.
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The activity aul aggressivencess of the sexennial and othier
cndowment associations in this I'rovince has attracted the atten-
tion of the Lvening Telcgram here.  “That paper has pablishad
two or three well written articles on these cancerns, not hiesitat.
ing 1o handle the subject without yloves, and designating these
schemesas first classswindles. Unfortunately, all that has been
written of these seductive assaciations is outy too teue, aund so
lony as they successfully '\pp‘n‘ 10 the selfishness and greed of
the people, they are lxlu.‘l_v 1o increase their membership. This
3s becoming a scrious matter to the life insurance cnnpanices, as
it appears that many holders of policies in first class companices
have been induced to surrender their policics to join these
associatious. Legisiation is badly needed tobring all associations
issuing endowment certificates within the jurisdiction of the
Insurance Departments, thereby compellingg them to wnake pro-
per provision to meet their contracts as they mature.  The par-
ties most interestea in this matterare the smanagers of the legit-
ituate insurance companies. They should hold a mzcting
without delay, ard appoint a committce to wait on the local
legislature, at preseut in sesston. Thiscomnenittee should sslect
otie or two capable men to speak on the subject, making clear,
hy facts and figures, to themzmacns of the Cabinet the improba-
bility of the results promised bheing ultimately realized. I trust
that somce of the managers will recograize the importance of this
supgestion, amd act on thesame without delay.

If this iden is carricd ouy, for goodness sake don't Iet us have
a repetition of what ozcurred at Oltaw <3m: yeirs ago, whez
ncarly every delegate thought iz was in duty boand to spreal
himself before the maniars of the braking anl comaarez
committece. Speaking of onc lang-winded represantative, a
leading mamer of the comenities said it was & case of “a
diarthaea of wonds with a constipation of idcas.™ A late organ-
ization hicre is the ong-year assessment eadoamsznt schienie, and
1 am tolil certain of the promoters think that time too lony, and
are proposing to introluce one on the monthly plan, taking
precious pood care that they and their fricnds shall hold
the first certificates,  In that event it will be a casc of **devit
take the hindmost,™  The shiorter they ke the cadowment
period the better, for the sooner will the swindle be exposed, as
the merest tyro can figure out at wlal prriod the propased
asscssments will be insufficicut to moet the waturing certifi-
cates.

Exception has heen taken to my commendation of a proposed
buildiug hiere by a leading Amcrican life company as likely to
prove a good investment.  Now, I do not think such a huilding
could be made to pay a net return of five per cent. in its carly
vears, but it certainly may lateron.  Apart from this, a first
class building is well worth 1 per cent. for an advertiscment, and
in many ways would largely increase the husiness of the com.
pany. This city possesses very few well equipped office build-
ings, but such asthere are will probably attract the attention
ofat least 50,005 visitors to Toronto during an cxhibition weck
in September. These people will return to their various homes,



