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untcipal  The Ontario Legislature has passed an
prantee ot 8t Act by which the City of St. Thomas,
way bends. Ont., is authorized to guarantee the
d~ of the local Electric Street Railway Company
Bi.. cxtent of $50.000. It is understood that this
«nable the company to establish an clectric rail-
<vstem in that city.  Should the company fail to
1w up its payments on the bonds, the road woakd
ome the property of the city. The Hono M
b stated that this was a new departure for the
rlature, as no 1Bill had hitherto been passed pro-
iz for the municipal operation of a strect rail
v sastenm. He. however, believed it was proper
beston such powers upon a  municipality.  We
1 only hope the experiment will be justified by its
«cas.  In this Province the town of Magog, in th-
stern Townships, bas recently established a lighting
ut, which it owns and operates.  The town ..f
arly, Que | also proposing to adopt the same pol
. and the town of Parrshoro, N.S., is installing @
mplete are and  incandescent  system. Tlectra
birz i~ making more rapid strides than illumin.ag
: zas il when first introduced.
—_———

The question as to what constitates vol-
untary exposure to daunger by which
an accident policy is liable to be made
il and veid §s one that will probably some day be
ntested in this city. The habit of riding on the
attorin of 4 car is increasingly prevalent on our
redis. T spite of a notice forbidding this. the con-
i tors tahe no heed to their company™s mandate,
jn* allan the platiorm to be filled up with loungers
wreon for whom there are plenty of seats inside the
e The sevret is the desire of passengers to enjoy
stioke s their trip.  This creates two nuisances,
v Vemyr the needless obstruction of the platiorm,

© o eatentimies quite dangerous to persons ot
vy ddvard in a hurry, and the other is the annoy-
o o having the fumes of tobacco drawn into the
v pfied in the face of passengers  on leaving
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pulicies, who are voluntarily eapusing themsclves to
danger.  Attention needs tobedrawn to thiscas the
law scems to favour the assured being allowed to «do
this without prejudice to his policy.  The ruling in
Travelers Insurance Co. 5. Randulph  was that
titc words “voluntars eapusure to unnecessary dan-
ger ™ are to be held as importing an exposure by the
assurced to unuecessary danger with the intention or
design to risk the consequence of such exposure—
conscionsness of the danger and intention to risk the
consequences of exposing one’s self 1o " Tt was
held that. “the voluntary riding upon the platform of
a rapidly moving car, althongh there may be no ne-
cessity the cfor, ds not in itself, as a matter of law,
caposure to unnecessary danger within the meaning
of the contract. but presents a question of fuct for the
iun ™ I an accident company wishes 1o make it
a4 condition of its liabiiity that the assured shall nat
Le guilty of negligence contributing to his injury or
death, it should take care that the contract with the
assured so provides.  Such negligence. consciously
su of not, is showt by a number of our citizens, chiefly
roung men, who put themseles in, and subject others
also to unnccessary danger, by persistently riding on
the platform of street cars when there is room for
them inside,

—_————————
The total levy for taxes in Toronto Jase
Toronto . ~ —Ow . R
Notes. vear was $2828.587. of which $2.-

339980 had been collected up to 313t
December. The percentages uncollected in previous
vears were as follows -~

1S92........14.88

1804 .... «..18.94
1893+cee c0s-185.20

1593 cececesa il

180, ... .. 1672
1897 c00ee. 1737

The cffect of the booming of properties disaant from
the heart of the city is shown by 4y per cent. of thos»
north of the old city limits were unpaid at close
ol the year. The city’s share of the Street Railway
caraings for 1897 was $9.336. compared with $84,-
310 1896,  The (ity’s share of the receipts at 8 per
cent. on earnings up to $1.000,000 and 1o per cent.
over that amount was $85.672 in 1897: $7889r in
1895 and. $78.196 in 18)5. The carnings are aver-
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