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ority may submit if thev con reconcile it
with consvience and principle toaegaiesce
in the innovation, but they ousht o re-
tire it they cannot, in consistency wth
their felt duty to Christ s <o,

(%) In the case of a majority determin-
ing o introduce any innevadion ot the
kind above veferred to, the pesition ot
such nijority and of those who athere
to them, may involve atervihbe =espoasi-
bility altogether dispropoctioned to the
importance of the question at i:sae. |t
they <hould be in the wrong, o inth pene-
ed Ly motives ot ostentatioa and worldly
conformity, how can they answ r to
Chvist for inteaducing the seeds of evil
and  dissension amoug His people. It
they think they are rizht, there is a <l
hirher Law : tor it in the pursait of whe
is conies~edlv Dot necessary even to the
external worship ot the Clinreh, they of-
fend the wenkest of their brethren, they
thereby expose themseives and the con-
gregation which they represent to that
solenns denunication of our Lord—+Waoe
to that man through whom the offen e
comeill ™, and they cannot expect any
blessing from God until they repent il
make wmends for the evil they have
done.

(9) Though it i3 trae that in recent
times As~emblies and Synods of Preshy-
terian churches have agreed to tolerate
the use ot instrumental music, it is to be
feared thar they have done so rather
froin i weak desire to preseive outward
wnity than from regard to any principle.
The larger catechism of the Westminis-
ter divines holds that the second com-
mandment fombids ** devising, counsetl-
ing. commanding, using. aned any wise
gpproving any religious worskip not ins-
tituted by God himselt,” on the ground
of ¢* custom, devotion, good intent, or
sny other pretence soever ™ It might
relieve the minds of some who proftss 1o
adhere to the Westmimster standards, it
intormation could be given as to how and
where God has *inztituted® the use of
the organ in Christian worsiiip. Let it
be observed also that it is in relation to
this very commandment that we blame
the Clivreh of Rome tor the intreduction
of images and pictares, which may also
be held t gratify taste and promote wor-
s ip.
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(10) [t may be held that there is ex-
pross testimony in the New Testamont
wzainst mechanical aids in praise. Not
only are these vot reterred to as in use,
hut no mention is made of them except
in the symbe e language  of the Revela-
tion.  wrther, the word PPsallo, which
might be supposed  literally to refer to
plaving on o stringed instruuient, and if
takien i this very literal sense might be
supposed to permit the use of stringed
struments s an aceompaniment to tha
voice, Bs ased in connections which saow
that it means something quite different,
namely, the welody of the inner spiritual
m o, and s propedly o translated in our
version.  For example, this word occurs
in the expressi ns —*I will sing with the
spirit and [ will sing with the under-
stainding aiso.” 1 Cor. xiv. 15.—** Sing-
ing aunl making melody in your hearts to
the Lovd,” Eph vo 19, 'T'he same sense
applies to the only other passages in
wiieh it is used—Rom. xv. 9; Jas. v. 13
—=o that it may truly be said thai the
only in~trumeunts sanctivne.d 1n the Chris-
tian chureiare the spirit, the understand-
ine and the heart, in ali of which we are
enjoined to make melody, st the same
time that we give praise with the voice.

In aceordance with this, no one seems
to have thought of introducing organs
into churches till the dark ages had in-
troducred many  other innovations. So
late ws 1250, Thomas Aquinas could
write with reference to the Latin church:
¢ Qur chureh does not use musical instru-
wients, as harps and psalteries, to praise
God withal, that she may not appear to
Judaise.” ++ Nor ought a pipe, nor any
other artifivial instrument, such as organ
ot harp or the like, be brought into use
in the Clnistian church, but only those
things which shall make of the hearers
betier men.  For by musical instruments
the wind is more directed to amusement
than to the forming of a good internal
disposition.”  He goes on to say that he
thinks instruments were permitted to the
Jews because they were ¢ harder and
more carnal,’ and for similar reasous.
It i3 curious that Luther, Calvin, and
Knox condemned the organ on much the
sume grounds with Aquinas; su that here
for once the highest authorities both jn
the Protestant and Romish churches agree
with one snothi. * and with the Apostles



