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our courts to prevent any "outside* influence being brought to

hetr upon a jur wbich bas been empanelled to try a provincial
cage. Whilst expre-oIy disclaiming any imputation upo.1 t",e
tondurt of the Iearned clerk of assize hii respect of his action, the
Court of Criminal Appeal held that the fact of iiis ha-ving answered
tbe questions put te hlm ;)y tbe jury after they had retired ini it-
"sev itiated the verdict. From very early timesit bas been a mi
demeanour indictable at common law to attempt to bribe or cor-
rupt or influence a jury by any mneans wliptever other than by
evidence or argument in open court, so, as te indure them to favour
one party to a judicial proceeding. A similar, and equally salu-
tarv, rule prcvailed, and stil! prevails. ini the case of a %ritness.-
Lair Times.

J t DICIL L .I NG.

"The Court is very much obliged to rny Iearned gentleman
who beguiiles the tedium of a legal argument with a littie honest
hilarity,- 'hief Justice Erle told a member of the Bar who apolo-
gized for a silly +hat -set the Court in .9 roar of laiighter. To
judIge from the protests whicb are 1w,-.ng made against judicial
humour, there are pÛ-r4iiis w-lîo regard ev.-n ;à *I;ttic- honest
hilarif, a,, oniething quite alicen to the serlobus wo)rk of the
Courts. Thev would _-)t objeet to a flash of mit froir the %itne,s
box; they might even tolerate a vitticism from the Bar: but
th(% appear to think that the digniiy of the Ben,' requires that
a Judge. no matter how iinrthful or tedjious te proreedings over
whicl. he presides, should sit ail dlay "like his grandsire tut in
alabatster." Jud(icial joking miay, no douht, somnetimces he c>trried
10 Cx2e-sS. Ar. incident in the judicial camerof Sir.James Fitzjames
Stephen-hy no meaii.z, in the ordinary sense. a 'julicial humnor-
ist -indîca.tes ils (langers. He was trying a siarider case in
which both the- partics were BiIIings;gâte salesrnen, and the
counisel for the defendant did flot fail to take full advantage of
the humîïour of thlit sit uation. Mr. H. F. Dickens, who representedl

J the plaintiff, seeing the .Judge, am weII iLs the rcst of the Court,
irnpritssed I)Y the jocui.r a-sipec*s of the case, made a strong effort
to bring out ibf' seýrioujý iinjurv that haff heen inflicted upon bis


