
stalff ai) (oi %-ai .(ous eNsplorersfromi flic othier de partments have heen carried
on for nearly fIty years, as %vell as of hunitdrt-ds of p' v'ate parties, %vil1
ce.ise tW be miater for istonii,ictt %vhen we consider the elnormious
extent of our territor>' and the liiùed force av.îilable to carry on suclh
î%Vtrk. Even in il,' 01(1er I)rovinccs of Quelie zand Oniario>, wlicre
tiese opeintions bave I>een carried on inosi contintuousliv. tile great
succession of nmuntain country to the nordi of the St. L awrence and

Otîaw, contitî the i e;ghit of ]and hetiveen thecse rivers and those
of Iltudson a nd j usB.ys, is to a large e',te:nt comparatively
Unknown. '1re etoshave been mrade across this country hiere and
there alon-z the varé<us %water ccursts but ihiese ouI>' afford uis a know-
ledge of our inierai %vealth over liimitud arcas. Exploration under
SUC1i conditions is ncesýsa: ily slow and great areas miust reiiain p.racti-
cally iiiknownvi iiîtil <ereaeter facilities of transport are îaresvnted, ail
instance of whlich L;Ii.; psented in the discover), of the iniing1, di->tî-iec of
Sudbury, %vithin a shlort distance of Ottava, a di.-covery due to the
OpenîugII t11) )f the cotinxry by the Canadian l'acifir Railway, and in

Q ucbec aloin the dli.-ictivery ofl tue asbeslos mlines of thecasteril <awn-
shîips, in a sectio n opencd-( up b>' the a3aeof the Quebec Central

Rî".,the lo'rmlities in] ho' h casýes I)einLg practically inaccesiI)le priaur
to the building of thevse roads. It is not yet twenty years silice the
impor!,ance of t'le phosphalate mines of the )>cnhnîdistrict was
ascertained. When surch wonderfui stoies of minerai wcaltl ait our
ver>' doors have so bccut c en brouglht to light, %vh cani sa), 'bat
furi.her enormtiodvl'aiet na>' be lookcd for in the extension of
thocse- minerai aarn roa-ks which hiave so enormous a1 duvclol)lment in
ouir country, aad %vib owviug ver>' often to prCecnt diffitil'y of access
are entirelv tnka omn. 'Fhdis if "'e contemjalate the siuuation ever s0
briefly we fitid h)e'Or uis a problemi I)ertiiiii1l- to the developmnt of
our coumntry and î:s uîîne'al wealth whic-4. requires clear hecads for its
iiccption and laral e becarts and strong biaud. for its suca- ',sfiu1 acconi-
plishmnent. In the elucid.îtion o! ibis îaroleml it is necedless to S.iv the
staff of the Gel~cISi:vey, in making known to, the %vorld at large
the inierai and i-,rictilttirit resources caf our land, lias p)erformiedl and
must continue to perbormi no unimportant part. With the utnmost
chleerfUlncss, ini the simple discharge of thecir dut>', the miembers of that


