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much a product of God as is our natural
life itself. The fact is, taith, though it
isan exercise of the mind as much as a-
ny other insiance of belief] is stilf, the
exercise of a renewed mind, or a mind
in which that truth which i< only spiritn-
ally discerned isseen and felt and be-
lieved. * Noman can say thar Jesus is
whe ‘Lord, but by the Holy (host."—
Flesh and blood did not reveal unio Pe-
ter that truth which he confessed, but the
Father which is in Heaven.

Froin 1his there resulis another view,
as respects not merely salvation in gene-
ral, but the salvation of every believer—
Grace is the founrain-head, not merely of
salvation, in itself considered, but of the
salvation of every sinner who is brough:
10 believe in Christ. For, asit is not
his own act to believe, as it most assured-
ly is not, he must be indebted to grace
for enabling him 10 believe: it is grace
tbat wakes him to differ : grace chooses
him, and works in him all the good plea-
sure of (God’s goodness, and the work of
faith with power. We mightinsist much
more largely on this latier point; but it
is enough to see it in counexion with
the other parta of our subject.—
Every believer is a wrophy of grace, not
only in the sense that salvation is of grace,
but in the sense that 1t is grace that ena-
bles him to believe. e will be the first
12 acknowledge his obliga jons to grace;
in the application, as well as m the pro-
vision of salvation. He will confess hs
entire debt, hug debt to the Jove of God,
which purposed and provided a salvation
at all, s debt 1o that love especially
resting upon him, singling him out from
atbers of mankind, and making him an
heir according to the hope of eternal Iife.

Are any fancying that by their own
works, by their own measure of obedi-
ence to the law, they can be saved ?—
Then they are resting in a delusi-
on which the sconer they awake from the
better. Nor is it an unconmon delus’on,
oftien as men may be told it 18 by grace
they are saved. They may not in words
confess to themselves they are trusting to
the works of the law as a ground of jus-
tification before God; buustill, it is the
gpirit of all their conduct; and nothing
is further from them than the humility of
the gospel, the simplicity of dependence
upon Bhrist’s atoning work, the self-a-
basement, and entire fawh, which cha-
racterize those who are believing in
Cbrist, and trusting to him alone for sal-
vation. i isthe proper improvement of
this subject, to break loose from such de-
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lusion. Itis at least a great matter ta be
convinced, sven so far as human argu-
ment will convince us, shat by the deuds
of the law no flesh living shall o¢ jusii-
fied. We may thereby be puton ihe
way of salvation, driven at least from our
own refuges of Ites; and is he notin a
more hopeful siate who has at least been
put from relymmg upon any thing else,
and made 10 sce that there is only one
way of safety, to which he must instanly
beiake himself, or all will be lost ? The
barque foundering in the deep ismore like-
Iy to be brouglt o shore, it the hands on
board can be made to part with every
thing which would be apt to sink iz, or
impede the means provided for its safery.
It was thus that Paul and h s companions
escaped the dangerwhichihreatened them.
It is not then, our own works that will
save us: it is not our sirict performance
of every duty: it isnot our regular ob-
servance of commanded ordinances: it
is not our deeds of charity, our acts of
ovenevolence : 1t is not any or all of these,
80 far as any can lay clain to them that
will avail us with God; whose law we
bave already so ofien broken, and who
sces ia the best works which we Jdo, 80
much impertection ¢ »d sim.  Oh! no, it
is faith in Christ. By grace ye are sav-
ed threogh faith.

Let us cast awsy as worihless, all
our own works—renounce all our
own righteousnoss :—it  but pre-
vents us from availing ourselves of the
righteousness of Christ, the alone means
of sa‘ery : it is but an encumberance, a
deadweight to assist the danger which
may be at any rate ruining our soul, and
like to wreck it amnd the billows of di-
vine wrath; while faith, simple reliance
on Christ, would save us:—that anchor
which fixes on 1he rock of ages, and 18
sure and steadfast! Seek this faith. It
is the gift of God—it is of the «peration
of his Spirit. If you truly seek 1t i wilt
be yours. Christ s exalted 3 Prince
and a Saviour, 10 give repentance and re-
miseion of sin.  Cease not your efforis to
obiain this faith—renouncs not your ap-
plicauon for it with God—unll it 18
wrought in you by the power of the Ho-
ly Ghost—till at once a sense of your
own vileness, and of Christ’s preciousness,
is begotien in your hearts.




