dangers or outside dangers ¢ Compure Matt., 15,
I, Now that Jesus was bidding his discipies
turcwell he warned them against the wars and per-
sceutions and fulse toachers that were coming, But
thuse were ull outside of the Chureh,  What really
troubled him weae the signs of danger in the hearts
of' the disciples themselves,
Are Christians ever selfish?  These diseiples |

were s each one wanted to be ealled the greatest, |
Could they be of any use to Jesus so?  If the
Church was to be suceessful the leaders must be |
like Jesus; and how was he ¢ (verse 27.) Who ‘
are the met useful people in our Church? Are
they more distinguished for their self-sceking, or
for their hard work ? What kind of people do you
hope will stay away from our Sunday sehool pie- |
nict Whyt

Now, some of these selfish Christians are in the |
Chureh, and T think they do more to keep out siu
ners than all the opposers of religion put together,
They deay Christ and confess themselves, I it
like Christ to be angry when we are not elected to

an office or asked to sing a solo 2 Docs not such a
person really suy, like Peter, “ 1 know not the |
mian 7 Whenever such o person gets intoa Sunday
school, or an Epworth League, or a chureh, there is
dunger—danger to the body, and greater danger |
to the person himself.

Now, Jesus says something v
Simon Peter,  Satan had desired to huv

strange to ‘
the dis- |
|

n hopes

ciples (not Peter alone ; note the plural Ji
f !

A. D. 30.)
GOLDEN TEXT, Christ died for our
Authorized Version. |

Luke 23, 33«46,  [Commit to memory verses

4446, |

[Read from Luke 22. 66, 10

33 And when they were come to the place, which
ix called Cal'va-ry, there they erueificd him, and
the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the
other on the left,

34 Then said Jesus, Futher, forgive them ; for
ow not what they do. And they purted
ment, and cast lots,

And the people stood beholding,  And the
vilers also with them derided Zim, s ying, Ie
aved others : let him save himself, if he be Christ,
the chosen of (

36 And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to
him, and ¢ * o him vinesr,

37 And saying, If thou Le the King of the Jews,
suve thyself.

45 And a superseription also was written over
him in letters of' Greek, and Lat'in, and e'brew,
THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS,

3 And_one of the malefactors which were
Panged railed on him, saying, If theu be Christ,
suve thyself and us,

40 But the other answering rebuked lim, soy-
ing, Dost not thou fear God, sceing thou art in the
same condemnation ?
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ns according to the Scriptures. 1 Cor, 15, 8
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that xome of them were chaff, Which one of the
twelve did Satan get? Which one did he come
near getting ¢ But Jesus prayed for him,  Where-
inlay Peter’s danger ? Self-confidence. Read verse
33, Did verse 34 come true? I wonder if some
of these selfish people are not in the same danger.
Do they know how near they are to denying
Christ,

What & merey that none of us are in danger of
such asin ! How many are ready to follow Christ
wholly t s there any possibility that we may
gin with love to Christ and end with love for
selves 7 Yes; Satan is sifting us eve

day. Our
iger and

only safety is in remembering our
keeping elose to Chirist,
After Peter had fullen and been restored what

| did Jesus tell him to do—eriticise the brethren ¢

No; he must lovingly work to **stablish ** them in
the faith.  When we are weak and liable to full
our best remedy is to work for Jesus,

What is our Golden Text 2 What sort of a mind
did Jesus hav Are we striving to have it in ust
Nothing but that ean make us of any v in
Christ’s kingdom. No throne of high service for
us unless we are ready to do the humblest task
that he needs to have done,

References.

Freeman’s [Tanonook.  Ver, 31: The sic

Vers, The purse, 6533 the serip,

6543 the sword, 255,
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Revised Version.

33 And when they came unto the place which
is culled the skull, there they erucificd him,
and the malefuctors, one on the right hand und

34 the other on the left.  And Je'sus said, Father,
forgive them; for they know not what they
do.  And parting his garments among them,

| 35 they cast lots.  And the people stood beholding,

And the rulers also scoffed at him, suying, He
saved others: let him save himself, if this is
36 the Christ of God, his chosen. And the sol-
diers also mocked him, coming to him, offering
him vinegar, and saying, If thou mt the King
38 of the Jews, save thyself.  And there was also
1w superseription over him, s 18 ™E KiNe oF

1E JEWS,

39 And one of the walefactors which were
hanged railed on him, suying, Art not thou

10 the Christ? save thyself and us.  But the other
answered, and rebuking him said, Dost thou

not even fear God, secing thou art in the same
condemnation?  And we indeed justly : for we
reccive the due reward of our deeds: but this
42 man hath done nothing amiss. And he said,

4
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