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reign, according as the individual was devout or
worldly. The one class is represented by Simeon,
Anna, and those of like spirit, while the other is to
be scen most clearly in the Pharisaical hicrarchy.
To the latter his deeply spiritual teachings, in op-
position to their coarsely literal and worldly inter-
pretations, were exceedingly perplexing and disap-
pointing, while to the former, including a vast
multitude of the common people, his coming and
work were most beneficent and full of hope.—Fro-
Jessor James C. Murray.

The word Messiah occurs in but one passage of
the Old Testament, and there were varied views
among the people concerning him.  But in gen-
eral he was expected to be a son of David, born
in Bethlehem, to attest his claims by mighty
works, to restore and amplify the kingdom, and to
reign upon its throne forever. This hope was
fully met in all that prophecy indicated, The
Jews’ disappointment was largely artificial, Christ’s
miracles, which enlightened as well as convineed,
were fairly irresistible. 8till, he did noi redeem
Isracl from the Roman power, and this disappoint-
ment was nursed and exaggerated until the nation
r¢jected hime—Rev. E. 8. Lewis, D.D.

Analytical and Biblical Qutline.
Jesus in Seven Aspects.

1. Tue Mienry Worker.,
Vill he do more miracles? v, 81,
** These miraeles which thou doest.” John 8. 2.
‘“ Approved by miracles.” Acts 2. 22,
1. Tug Heaveswy Visiror,
A little while. . ..with you, v, 33,
‘““Son of man....in heaven,” John 8. 13.
“The second man....from heaven,” 1 Cor.
15. 47,
1L Tne Water or Lirr.
Come unto me, and drink, v, 87,
*“Let him that is athirst come.” Rev. 922, 17.
‘ Every one that thirsteth,” Isa. 55, 1.
IV. Tue Giver or T Seirm,
Shall flow rivers. .. .the Spirit. v. 88, 89,
““ A well of water.” John 4, 14,
“T will send him.” John 16, 7.
V. Tue Proruer or Gop.
Thisis the Prophet, v, 40,
*“Will raise up....a Prophet.” Deut. 18, 15.
“ This is of a truth that Prophet.” John 6, 14,
VL Tue AxoiNtep Lorp,
This is the Christ, v. 41,
““ The Son of the living God.” Matt. 16, 16,
“The Saviour of the world.” John 4. 49,
VIL Tue Frreiiier or Provicy.,
Hath not the Seriptures said ? v, 49,
* Unto David a righteous hranch.” Jer. 28, 5.
[ *Thou, Bethlehem Ephratah.” Mic, 5, 2.

Thoughts for Young People,
Various Opinions of Jesus.

The name of Jesus is the touchstone which tests
the true character of men,

1. Some are open enemies to our Lord. Caia-
phas was such in Christ’s day. Voltaire and Paine
have openly antagonized him in later times, There
are some such noisy infidels now. The day will
not come soon when Christianity will lose its
enemies, but they do not retard its progress, It
steadily goes on its conquering way to triumph
over the world (verses 44-49),

2. Some do not accept Christ because of their iy-
norance concerning kim. Those who in this lesson
rejected Jesus did not know that he belonged to
the sced of David and was born in Bethlehem.
Many opposers of the Gospel now are just as ignor-
ant. No one but a wise man should venture to
deny the claims of Jesus; and what truly wise
man ever did so? (verses 41, 42.)

3. Some recognize in him a great teacher, a wise
man, the noblest of the human race, but not a Re-
deemer. Many compliments, half-patronizing in
their tone, have been paid to Christ by skeptics
like Rousseau or Theodore Parker ; and multitudes
who honor him nevertheless do not believe in
him (verse 40).

4. Some confess that they cannot understand
Jesus.  They do not altogether forget him, but—
‘““ never man spake like this man ;” he is incom-
prehensible during his life-time, and in all ages
since such men have stood amazed at Christ's
character and personality ; he strikes them with
awe, but they cannot classify him, so they refuse
to believe (verses 45, 46),

5. Some are half-hearted believers, With his
head Nicodemus, for instance, believed that Jesus
was the Messiah, but he lacked the courage of his
convictions. If a man’s heart is in his belief, he
will not act the paltroon. *Be thou very cour-
ageous!™  Many such all about us decline to con-
fess Christ openly, and as a econsequence lose both
the fleeting pleasures of the world and the endur-
ing joys of the kingdom (verses 50-52),

6. Some souls thirst after the water of life, and
seck oJesws, Such find in him all that they need,
and become in turn a blessing to others. Every
soul which drinks of the water of life becomes at
once a fountain of life (verses 87-89),

Lesson Word-Pictures.

Holy, happy feast at Jerusalem ! Beautiful * tab-
ernacles ! The nation goes back in thought to
its memorable dwelling in tents along the line of
the wilderness-march. Every-where it is an hour
of rejoicing, and guests have come from every
quarter of the land. One of those old men on the
roof has made a pilgrimage from the south coun-



