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tbis îreacbing vas Christ, bis person, and bis
finisbedvwork for sinner@. Thsis vas "the
word of the Gospel "<(ver. 7), wbicb the Gen-
files badl hecrJf and believed, and nov, in
many a town far cway from Jerusahem, Ihere
vs a littho compcny bearing the noms of
Christ, separcted from idole, looking up ta
G"I as their Father, and leading a ii0w lite.

Boy sud tbe enensy tbrecten 10 disturb
this state of things I Not by tbe open opposi-
tion of foes, bat b y àe intrigues of seemhng
friends. From Jades, whesîre the Gospeh had
originally gone forth, there came down ta
Antioch men professing la bc teachers. The),
bcd nolbing ta say cg.sinst the hope andl the
aim of the helievers thora. That vas ahI
rigbt-tbere vas pardon for sinners, favor ta
ho foand witb God, a newlife to be lived, and
a glorions hope for the futtire-but on what
g rond I Not on thie ground merely of
Christ's cîoning deatb an<l rosurrction-
"tliere,"~ they sais, " you are wrong ; " you

muoat becomo Jews ansI keep the lcw ;other-
vise there is no salvation for you.

Wben vo bear in immd that these mon
were no nselievors, but Jews wbo bad pro.
fessed fcitb in the Lord Jesns, and wbo be-
longed to the Church aI Jeruisalem, we con
see boy great an influencre they vere likely
ta have on the Genîtile counyrts.

Nov suppose th at moine Gentile bied bel ieve
tbis teaching, and had] made haste to conforni
ta the Jewisli law, ami reslod bis bopes on
that, what would bis lifo have beconie 1 Not
c life of love ta Christ, but a Ille of trying to
keep the law. And could ho ever bave kopt
il I Sec what Peter says of the Jewisb law,"ca yake wbicli neithor our tatliers for vo
veretibletlubear." Ver. Io. Wbct peaco could
tbere ho in a constant and fruitless struggle
ta beur Ibis yoke i And wben ibis lite vas
over, and the man appeared beforo God,
could ho plead, that lie bcd tried ta koep the
lcw t Would that plea ho accepted 1 Ho
vould Sund, Ilion, that bis hopes were in vain
andi bis hife a miserchie failuire. .And if thi8
teacbing bcd beon receivod in ths Church
enerally the Clinrch wnuld have beon c
scilure, a city whase foundations voro de-

strayed, vithoîtsî ec and vithout socurity.
Hov geot, thon, vas the danger 1

Wben the foundations ai a city crs threat-
enod, il is timo for the dofenders ta ho on the
doert. Paul and BaruchaBs Mv the danger
and at once apposed these falso teachers, and

irsnl h scene off conilict vas sbifted
.. Atioc to eruslemandthe apostios

and eiders thora came togethor la, consider the
malter. Tho question ta odecided vas Ibis:
Was Milvatian ta o bs id by faitb in Christ
clone, or by the Jewish law I

The aposîles Ibemselves vere Jevo, and, as
such, vore deeply atteched toi their ovo

Iaws and customns. Yet, what did Peter say
to tbemn 1

Hia answer was that God bcd decided the
question. For, 1. He bcd comnianded Peter
to preach the Gospel, flot the Iaw, to, the
Gentile@; 2. He hcd. given tbe Holy Spirit
to those Gentiles vho believed ; 3. He lied«"pil " tbeir 'ecrts by faitb, so tbat their

Mvion wus an evident tact. Then were
there twa ways of being saved-the one for a
Jew, tbrough the lav, and the other for a
Gentile, through Christ 1 B yno meanp, said
Peter ; vo shallb ho ved " by the grace of
the Lord Jesus.. .eveas they."

Here the passage cppointed for our lesson
cornes to a stop. instead af going on to the end
ofthIe conference, in order, perbapp, ta rali
attention ta the bearing of the malter upon
ourselves.

1. A question for the New> Year. Are von
on the sure toundation 1 Ais there was but
one then, 8o there tà but ane now. 1 Cor. 3.
11 ; 1. Pet. 2. 6.

2. A caution for the Noew Ysar. The enemy
bas not ceased to try and undermine the
Itundations. Bevare lest hoe meddle with
you. ,Remember, "Byý graes arepyesaved
throu gb faiîh ... .tIo works." ph

3. A bqIte coll for thse Noew Year. If on
the foundation, yon should heoune of the
detendero. Be on the sort. Be zealous for
thie Gospel af Cbrist.5 Il id woîts tiglting
tor, for it will nover (lisappoint yoa, it wil
nover foul you, it 1'viii stand forever." 1 Pet.

BEREAN METHODS.
Uiais for the Temebieis Ufttluami ccthe

Notice the lime, place, cirruniotcnces : Paul
and Barnabas aI Antioch ; Jevs and Gentilea
at peace in tbe Churcb, etc..The false
brelbren, who they vere, vbence they came,
Iheir demnand, and wbat it impiied.... .Wbat
simiilar requirements are mode by morne nov 1
The disputation-who participated, Ibe uppos.
ing viows.... .What great principie vas at
stake .... « Thejourney, vby taken, by whom,
ronte of travel (draw on inap), places visited,
Ireatlment of apostles. . ... The report, how pro-
sented and received. . ... The conference, who
composed it, the question discussoo.... The
cpostie's advice, frons whom il caine, ils char-
acter, its spirit, ils wiedorn. .... The recuit of
the conference, and what would have resnlted
if it bcdl decided otberwie. . ... Ses the Anahy.
lical and Bibiical Outlioe and Additional Prac-
tical Lessons for two lines of thougbt. .. Wbat
evils of to-day are bore rebuked I 1. The ex.
poctetion of ralvalion throngb forais, rites,
penances, and memberàbîp in the Cburcb ;
2. Ncrrow socterian spirit ; 3. Bigb cbnrobly
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