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WilI you Permiit Ie to devote the minùutes that reilain to Ile
to a, few rcnarks oii the niature anid ahil of educatioji ? The
thiene is mie ceaselessly reiterated at our eduicational gatlîeriligs.
To the noîî-professioîad hearer the topie înay appear liackîîeyed,
its treatmcnt wvearisoiie ; but the teacher bas iii its discussion
a, perenîtlial initerest.. WCe do0 not expeet the discovery of Inew
principles of e(lucatioli. Yet almîost eN-eriy day shows soiIne w
anid valuable ap)plication of the aiicienit priîîciples, or cails on
uis to adduce themiii l refutation of sone nîlserable Lad that
entinîsiastic quacks urge on our notice, or casts on titeinl soînle
new lit, eelin i thein beauty or "astness, or strength,
before luseen, and lunexpected.

*Wlhe r-epeatiiîîg what a, thousand voices before nie have said
in toiles at once more attractive il(l more forcible tlîan I can
commiand, 1 say that edlucation as a procs is the p)r0vîdi1îg of
the best conditionîs for the iitmost dlevelopînieit, nînler Nvise
discipline, of all the l)0wers of our nature. Il know tuat yoit
admit the geIlneral. truth of the statemnît. Yotu nay, perhaps,
ask to wlîat purpose I state what everybody bias heatrd a
tliousand tintes, ani nobody disputes. My excuse nîust bo tiîat,
however wvell known titis is as a. truth, 110 one lives up to it. I
venture very littie Miîen I affirni that 110 priuîary sehool, no

* Extract froni bis presidentiai address at the Teachiers7 Convention of 188%, held
in Montreat.


