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right of the State, theni, be questioiîed wheil she says to lier
people that they m-ust be primarily equipped for the acqui-
sition of'kniowvledge and i'uth? Shallany ideas of persona!
liberty be permitted te clash withi the expressed mile of
the State that her people shall read and think and know ?
Shall sehool-heuses be built and s..,hools established, and
teachers prepared and appointed, aîid millions of dollars be
expended for the support and maintenance of these schools,
and shall the people, then, for vwhose benefit, they were
erected, be permitted to refuse the proflèred help'?

"The righlt, the necessity, the justice, the value of en-
fomced attendance is admitted. Another question, some-
what connected with compulsory attendance for limited
periods, presents itself for considemation. Il the State has
the iglit to insist upon. a certain amount of attendance for
each year, has it not the right to regulate the attendance of
ail pupils at ail times ? lias it not the iglit te insist that
ai pupils shall be present ai every session of the school un-
less prevented by cause of sickness? Ifas the parent the

ight to keep bis child home to mun erands or te wash
dishes or to miid chidren or to go shopping? lias the
parent any right to any pomtion of the daiiy session for
dancing or music or other lossons of any chamacter outside
of flic sehool curriculum ?

"lWe believe that the megular attendance of the pupil at
ail sessions of the school can no more be set aside by the
parent than the State can set aside any portion of its obliga-
tions. For ail the preparation and provision for public edu-
catioun made by the State oniy this is demanded : that the
parents shah send their children te the schools se pmovided,
not one day nor ten days, but every day. It is the other
side of the contract. Beyond ail this, theme is another valu-
able mesuit. Regular, punctual attendance is formative of
character. It is elevating. It teaches respect for iaw and
authority. The better citizen, grows eut of it. Tfhe better
business man grows eut of if. Steady, sterling characters
flow from, it. Better scholars, better mesuits, better teachers
spring from it. Is it net time for us te thmow aside old fool-
ish customs, of seheol management, and te ise up te the
full stature of men ini our conceptions of public scheols and
public education. The probiem might as well be solved
now as twenty ycars hence."
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