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DICKIENS' CHRISTMAS STORJES.

HEE i certain peculiarity ini the wvritings of Cli«trles
D)ickens, tlîat even the maost ctirsory readler cannat

Ifail (.o not ice. It seemis ta have been bis clight to
picture the life of the commnron people. In nearly ail

bis novels lie introduces inclivi'.luals tronm that class, eititî.r as bis
hieroes or as suborclinate chaacer. viclently lho Iiad an abject
in this. Tfle mernory of the miisery~ ancd hardships, tuit fel! ta bis
lot iii youth, reruained indeliblv, inmtriiutec on bis nihd. H-e secrns
therefore ta have cleemned it bis duty' Ia emiploy in bebaif of the
poor and thie ilserable, tbe great talent \vith whlicb Providience
lîad endo'vec lîin-;. Unlikze îîîany atiiers wvha bave striven tawards,
the ,aie enci-ta better the condition af the paor,-he knew by'
sad experience w'hat the sufféring af the objects af bis solicitude
realv was. Many a long~ day haid lic spent as a paor,bafsrec
drudge labellinxig pots af p.iste-bla-,ckîngi wh'ile lus fialher la), in
a Debtor's Prisoni. Hence it 'vas tlîat tlîis giftecl author wvas
unable ta vieiw joy and prosperity ini anc place, without tlîiîking
of thie nîiiserv existiîîo iii another. The siglît af anc bappy
famiily wvould bring before irui, the picture af thausands af hionie-
less bei-g xw'i îicver 1-nciev and nev'er ,vould knoiv rhiat erijay-
ment nîeaïit. This cliaractcristic is especially îîoticeable iii
lus G/iris/mnas S/w-les. lIi no ane of tliese does lie dlescribe thie
pomipous and extravagant Christnias feast of thc îvealtliy. Even
iii tU icidst ai rejoicing Dickenis turns bis sad eves tawards tbe
dwvellings of the lowvly, thîcre ta contenîplaue, alas, a far different
scece-a scenie of rnisery and destitution.

After readling these staries wc are uaL a ittle surprised at the
staîidpaint froni wvhich Dickens viewvs the srctfeast af Cbiristinas.
If we judge froni thieni xve arc forcecl ta admiit tliat the truly
Christian idea of Christnias is vvidely cifferent froni luis. lu tbe
history of Venice wc' read tit certain partions of thce vear wvere
set apurt by thue governent for carnivals and ail kinds of iyaietv'.
Promi Dickzens' point of vicwv Christnuias is just suclu a tinme. The
da-.y au îvhicb it is cclcbrated niiglbt as ivell be the twenty-fifth of


