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THE RURAL CANADIAN.

HINTS FOR THE HOUSEHOLD,

To remove spots from furniture, take four
ounces of vinegar, two ounces of sweet oil, one
ounce of turpoutine, Mix aund apply with o flan-
nel cloth.

Muou sickness is caused by the odour ansing
from decaying vegetable matter in collars beneath
living-rooms of the hivuse. 1t should be removed
at once, and the windows and cellar door be
thrown opon daily with the temperature is above
the freezing point. It is cheaper to do this than
to pay doctors' bills.

To male good sticking plaster, put two spoun-
fuls of balsam of Pern to six of isinglass, melted
with very littlo water and strained. Mix these
well together in a small stone jar over tho fire.
Pin out some black Persian or sarsenet on a buard,
and dipping a brush into the mixture, pass 1t vver
the silk five or six times, then hold it to the fire,
but not very near, and it will svon becowe black
and shining.

Birrer milk is a matter of frequent occurrence
every fall and winter, or soon after the cows are
off from grazing. It is caused first by Latter herbs
in the hay-such as Mayweed, Johnswort, etc.,
and also by the use of too much over-ripe food,
such as straw, corn stover, or late cut hay. I
never oceurs when cuws are fud on good food, and
are thriving, or cven holding their onn, aud ure
kept comfortably warm.

A ravourite disk in sume parts of Scotland, as
in Athole and other semi-Highland districts of
Perthshire, is made by toasting oatmesl—round
oatmeal, not fine—on & toaster before s bright
fire, occasionally stirring it till it is thoroughly
browned, ther adding some fat of beef or mutton,
with a little salt and pepper, and onions chopped
small, after which the whole 1s further toasted.
It is one of tho most palatable preparativus of
oatmeal, and is & very wholesome and nutricious
article of food.

Tue following rules to test good flour are given
by an old dealer . Furst, luok at its colour.  If 1t
is white, with a slightly ylow or straw-coloured
tint, it i3 o good sign. If 1t 13 very white, with
bluish cast or with small black specks in it, the
flour is not good. Second, examine its adhesive-
ness. Wet and knead a lttle of it between the
fingers ; if it works dry aud elasuc, 1t 1s_good ; 1f
it works soft and sticky, it is poor. Flour made
from spring wheat is often sticky. Third, throw
a little lump of dry flour against & dry, smooth,
perpendicular surface ; if it adheres in 2 lump, the
flour has life in it ; if it falls like powder 1t 15 bad.
Fourth, squeeze some of the flour in your hand,
if it retains the shape given by the pressure, that,
too, is a good sign. It is safe to buy flour that
will stand all these tests, and they are simple.—
Rural World,

Tue shape of the new spring bonnets is medinm.
No bopnets so tiny as the small capotes which
have been Popular this winter are shown, and no
huge pokes Like thoso of last scasun are thus far
imported. The new bonnets are ornate with
flowers and a plentiful mixture of guld tinscl.
Coloured straws in every shade and tint are shown
in profusion. A scason of flowers is predicted
and the dandelion is the flower of tho season.
Little clusters of the blossomsare mounted on the
top rim of the bonnet, mixed with pompons and
ribbon, or two shades of the flower in ribbon—the
pale, lemon-like tint of the edge of the petals and
the darker orange shade of the centre of the blos-
som arc used. An exquisite little cottage bonnet
of Havana brown straw is tritnmed on tle brim
with a mass of gold-coloured pompons, ustrich
fips, dandelions, flowers, buds and leaves, and a
rosette-like bow of gold velvet at oneside. Strings
of gold velvet two inches wide finish the boanet.

CREAM.

A 1ApY who owned a rotriover

8hat ducks on tho lake of Genova ;
8ho baggod soven hundred,
But blushed so and blnudered

In tolling 1t, none would belteve her.

At what time was Adam burn 2 A httle beforo
Eve.

LET no one ovorload you with favours ; you will
find 1t an msufferable burden.

Prack beforo your children nothing but what is
simple, lest you spoil their tasto, and nothing that
is vot innocont, lest you spoil their heart.

Sweeter tis to harken
Than to bear a part ;
Botter to look on happiness
Than to carry a light heart;
Swector tu walk uu cloudy hulls,
With a sunny plain below.
Than to weary of tho brightness
Whore the floods of sunsinne tlow.
—Alford.

Biorvstierse Byornsoy, the uovelist, narrowly
escaped haviug a middle name. His parents in-
tended calling him Bjornstjerne Bjojosjnjnjor-
jonjrastjse Bjornson, but the *j* box gave out
before the tlird syllable of the middle name was
reachied. — Nurristoun Herald.

Takise tho human race as & whole, says an ox-
change, it io ubscrved that races living almost ex-
clusively vi meat have been the must suvage vues.
Nothing is s apt to transfurm a human bewy into
A savage as to pAy thirty cents a pound for 4 roast
and then tind st alwost as tough as leather.

N.T myself, but the truth that in lifo I have spoken,

Not myeelf, but the seed that in life I have suwn,

Shall pass on to nges all about me forgotten,

Save the truth I have spoken, the things I have dono.

* —Bonar.,

“«Wues I married,” said Boggs to u party of
pentlow o u who Lad Leen bragging of the success-
ful marringes they bad made. I got a fine house
anll.t™ And I, gentlewen,” cxilasmed Mre.
Buggs, entering the room just in tiwe to hear her
husband's remark, * I got a flat, the top storey of
which bas always reipained vacant.”

« Jacy,” saul the affectivnate muther of Staple-
ton, the othier mrmiug, ** you reully must come
bome carlier nights. Do you suppose Esmeralda
likes to have you stay so late?” < I'll tell you
how it was,” rephed Jack. *You see, she was
sitting on my bat, aud I felt a little delicate abuut
mentivniny the fact.” Very well, Il give you
a bit of advice. The nextitime, don't hold the
hat in your lap.”

A samneaamiear professor had been invited by
a city friend to visit him at his residence in acer-
tain square and had prommsed to do so. Meeting
hims some time afterward, the friend inguired of the
professor why he did not come to sec him. 1
did come,’ samd the matbematician; * but there
was sume mistake. You told e that you hved
in & square, and I found myselfin & parallelogram,
so I went away again.”

A urtie gl recently went to visit ber grand-
father in the cowatry.  Sheis fond of unlk, but
firmly refused o drsh any wlile there, without
giving any reason. When she returned she was
asked, ** You Lad nice unlh there to drink, didn ¢
you?" - IguessIdidn't drink any of that milk,”
she indignantly replicd. ‘Do yuu know where
grandpa got it? I saw him squeeze it out of an
old cow.”

Waart is the difference between a carpenter and
ajudge? A good deal, you imagine, no doubt,
but not so much after aill. They both work on
tho Rench one plancs aund the other crplains
onc uses sharp saws—the other wise saws; they
both vceamonally address themselves to a panel ;
certmuly, one s in the Lelat of cluselling, while
the other pumishes anythwmg of the sort; but we
should auger—augur, we meant to say, that this
is awl the difference between them.

Notuwe ig rich but the inexhaustible wealth of
naturo, Sho shows us only surfeces, but sho is
a million fathoms deep.

Tue Romans held that ssed must bo sound,
plump, and well formed. It was carefully selocted
in the field, while yet the crop was standing.

Earuy sowing sometimoes decoives the husband-
man, late sowing never—for the orop is always
bad —is ono of the most ancient of farm waxims.
Pliny interprots it thus: Rarly sowing sometimes
disappoints the husbandman, late sowing does
always.

Iris said to be real economy to use entircly
fresh wicks in"kerosene and oil lamps very often;
for, with the best of care, a wick becomes olog-
ged and a poor conduotor after a few usings, and
wuch more of the fluid is exhausted in producing
the requisite amount of hight than if the con-
ductor had been wholly renewed.

Tue farmer who has bad luck two or three sea-
sons in succession should look well te see that the
cnuse is not in the weather or season, but in the
decreased fertility, lack of good cultivation or lack
of drainage. It often huppens that heavy soils,
while new, are kept light and porous by the vege-
tablo matter they contain. They aro also natur-
ally underdrained in wooded countries by the
channels made by decaying tree rovts. As caltiva-
tion exposes the soil to sun and air, the vegoetable
matter disappears. At the samo time the plough
breaks up the natnral drainage outlets, and the
owner must lay tile or go West.

Ir you exammme a common fly under the micro-
scope as ke alights upon a piece of sugar, you will
see unfolded from tho under surface of the hend
a long urgan which lovks quite like another leg.
It is really his under lip, and is beautifully adapted
for licking up fluids and for scratching solids
also, being roughlike a file. This organ expands
at the end into a fan shape, and is suppurted on
a firm tubular framework acting as a set of springs
to open and shut the fan. When a fly alights un
the hand or face in the heat of summer, to sip the
perspiration which vozes through the pores of the
gkin, the movement of this little file causes a tick-
ling sensation.

CANADIAN  FARMING:

AN ENCYCLOPADIA OF AGRICULTURE BY
PRACTICAL FARMERS.|

Full Cloth Binding. 436 pp Ncarly Three Hundred Ijluz-
trations. Oaly $:s0. Worth Double the Moacy,

The andersigned ; es the publ of Vol.l. of the ** Oatario
Agricultura) Commission Report,” which 1s a condensation of the facts
as given at full lengihia the five remaning vol Ia this vol N
complete in itself, will be found the results teached by the Commis:
sioners, in fact, in its pages is given, in accessible form and conve-
niently amnied for ready reference the crcam of wpat 1s contained in
nearly three thousand pages.

A glance at the table of coatents xill at once shew that this book
covers a wide range of 10pics—all uf exceeding interest to the farmer,
Qairyman, live stuck dealer, frutt grower, bee keeper, gardener, etc.

The following subjects are treated 1n detasl, viz: ~ Fruit culture- for-
estry and agriculture insccts, u:lpmous and bencfiusal . 1nsectivorous
birds; bee kecping; pouliry and egps : gencral farming  dairying
horse Lreed.ng  salt in wonnecction with agnicuiture  antificial manures
special crops—including flax, tobacco, beans and worghum agnrulturai
education _and farm accounts . meteorology . the Muskoka district ,
discases of stock ; stock laws and minutes of the several mectings of the
Commission. The whole forming a work

Indispensable to every Farmer, and which only re-
quires to be seen to be appreciated.

The London ** Advertiser,”in noticing the book. says — ** So specific
are many of the details entered snto that each c}ns;xer may almost bz
considered a text-book or hand-Look on the particular subject concern-
ing which it treats. . -, Is profusely illustrated, acd the engrav-
ings will no doubt be useful in guiding many readers to a clearer com-
prebension of the text than they would otherwisc obtaje.””

MAILED YREX TO ANY ADDRXSS ON Rczirr or $1.50,

How to get this Book for a Nominal Price.
Cuzar Crusnine CoxsiMaTION,

Subtanbers to the Rurar CanALiAx paying $1.50 10 an agent, or
remitting the same direct to this office, will be entatled to the paper for
onc year and a copy of CANADIAN FARMING a3 described above The
paper aloxe 13 worth $1.00 pez yeat  The paper and book are clubbee
at thit low rate 3o that our subscription list for the Ruxar Cavapian
may i a few weeks be iacreased 50 20,000 games.

AGENTS WANTED everywhere, to rmaake an immediate canvass.,
iberal inducements offered.  Apply to

C. BLACKETT ROBINSON,
Publishier.

s Jorpan StxzxT, TOROXTO.



