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WOMAN'S  FOREIGN  MISSIONARY

SOCIETY.

Annual Meeting Held in Ottawa.

A SUCCESSEFUL YEAR JUST CLOSED.

FIRST DAY,

The interinr of the Bank Street  Presby terian Church presented a
charming appearance an the uccaston of the eighteonth annual meeting
of the Woman's Foreign  Aiasionary Society of the Western Division
of the Presbwtes an Chures = Canada.  Handsome Hower« were tastily
arranged ammnd the seats of the presiding othcers, and the decorations
throughuut reflected much credit upon the local ladiea whe had that
task in hand,  Among the delegatea in attendance were the following .

Froy Torusto. Mrs, Ball, Mr. T. Brece, Mz Brockmredue
Mra. Bertratn, Miss J. Caren, Miss Crawg, Mes, Wan, Campbell, Mres.
Fawart, Mres, Frazer, Misg MceMurchy, Mes. Melaren, Me«, MeClel.
tand, Mrea. Me'Tavish, Mrs, J. D, MceGillivray, Mres. J. H. Rebincon,
M, John Ross, Mrs, and Miss Shortveed, Mrea, Smath, Mes. H, Ward.
rope, Mrs. Hodgsan, Mra, Juotfrey, M, L. George, Misa L. Gordon,
Mra. Geo. Gall, Mrs, K. Grant, Mra, Gibsen, Mes, Telfer, M, ',
Trail, Mra. Plaviair, Mra. 1. Park, Miss Patterson, Mrs, H. M. bar-
sons, M ¥, Pierce. . .

Syinic's Fanes @ Miss AL Keith, Mrs. A. Foster, Mrs. Cooke, Mixs
M. Campbell, Mes. Baird.

Frow Vaniovs Points: Mra, D, Hossack, Luean ; Mired. Johu-
stone, Agincourt , Mre, ‘Tarte. Quebec; Mrm. Walt, Bolton ; Mrs,
Groves, Marathon ; Mise Mc\Villi:\ms,.Hespeler: Mrs. P. Mctregor,
St. Elmo: Mrs, D, McKotchen, Tayaido ; Mrs, McMaster, Lagyan:
Mixs Cuathbertson ; Misx Beckett, Purtage du Fort ; Mrs. H. Crozier,
Grand Vallev ; Mire Baker, Dundee, Mra. McAuley, Waondville ;
Mes. Camphell, Winnipey ; Miss l'et.ti%rcw, Narwouod ; Mrs, McBrayne,
Belmont ; Miss Richmond, Kingston ; Mrs,(Prof.) Roas, Kingaton ; Miss
Matfat 3 Mew, Win, MceCann : Mrs, MeNair, Catleton Place ; Mra, W, A.
B. Knox ; Mra, McRoatie ; Miss B. Sinclair : Miss M.Munro, Martin.
town; Miss Scott, Martintown ; Mrs. Blackwood, Martintown ; Mrs,
Faulde, Martintown 5 Mrs, (D) Alan, Osgoode; Miss E, Allan, Nelsan ¢
Mre VancAllan, Osgoode , Mes. A. Baind, Windror; Mr<. Brownine,
NaorthBay : Mizs Brown, Prescott ; M=, Bryce, Gananoque : Mes. Blak-
steath, Aultsville; Mre, Steele, Dundas; Mrs, Smith, North Bav:
Mra. W, Scott, Lancaster, Mra. Sutherland, Warkworth ;: Mrs. J. C.
Stewart, Lancaster : Miss M. Scott, Perth, Mrs. J. Scott, Brockville ;
Miss M. ‘Thorn, Appleton ; Miss Tennant, Cold Springs : Mrt, A, Wil-
son, Appleton s Mrs. Whittaker, Barrie; Miss Ward, Luskey: Miss
R. Wilson, Marathon, Miss Wichtman, Lancaster: Mrs. Hunter,
Pembroke ; Mra. Hastie, Cornwall, Miss K. Jackson, Kenmore: Mrx.
Grant, Hamilton ; Mrs. Greenhill, Prescott ; Mrs, Goodwillie, Vernon ;
Mya, Gracey, Gananoque ; Mrs. R. Grant, Brockville; Mrs. P. Gray,
Brampton : Miss_Reid, Cardinal, Mrs, Robertson, Kenmore: Miss
Reid, Qsgaode ; Mra, J. B. Stewart, Perth, Centre; Mrs. Stewart,
Maxville: Mra, J. Stevensun, Barrie, Miss Straith, Chatham s Mra,
McKenzie. Moose Creek : Mrs. MelIntosh, Moose Creek : Mrs. Me-
Calloch, Hallville ; Miss Camerun, Gananwque ; Mrs. McLean : Belfe-
ville : Mr<. Mclennan, Cornwall , Mrs. McMllan, North Bay : Mrw,
Needham, Orillia : Mre. Cameron, Iroyuuis; Miss M, Curtis, Pans:
Mra, Cameron, Barrie ; Mrs. Colyuhoun, Culquhoun : Mrs. ). Currie,
Belmont ; Mrs, Connery ; .\lm‘. A, Cameren: Mree, I, Campbell,
Dalkeith ; Mr. R. M. Craig, Fergus: M. Campbell, Chelteubamn ;
Mrs. J M. Campbell, Vernon, Mrx. Childer Hose, Cobden ; Mrs. W.
Dunran, Deer Park ; Miss Dicksun Peterburo, Mrs. A, Dickson, Lan-
caster; Mri. Dafoe, Aultsville; Mrv. H. D, Fraser, Oraugeville : Mes,
A. Ketchen, Brookline: Mrs. JJ. 8. Lochead, Osgoode ; Mrs. Leech,
Peterboro : Mrs. McAllister, Troquois: Mrs, Dr. Melntyre, Glencoe ;
Me=. A, MacLeunan, Hoathead : Mrs. T. McCosh, Thomheld ; Mrs. Dr.
MeDermid, Maxville; Mise McConkey, Barre ; Mrs. MeNachtan,
Cobourg.

At three o'cluck the President, Mrs. Ewart, of Taronte, called the
meeting to order. Al the delegates were present together with a large
nunber of friends and ladies interested in minsion work. The mecting
was Jargely of a devotional character. Prayer was offered by Mrs.
Maclaren, of Toronto, after which Mra. MeLellan of Owen Sound,
gave a very pointed and practical address. The topic wax * The
Spirit and the Church Tuvitation.” Referring to the spirit she said ¢
We cannot <ee the spirit any wure than we can see the air we hreathe,
yet wo know we are breathing it and that witliout it we die Ko we
feel that unless we are guided hy the spirit we cannet live in Chnat and
watk with himn.  Just as in our physical natures, the heart which ix
the seat of life and the Lluud driven from 1t to the extremties makes
as living, mouing beinga instead of dead clay, so the spirit quickens
our moral natures and sends grace through them. Through timidity or
lack of zeal deemed proper we do nit extend the invitation which has
given us so much happiness ; we think we have so much to doin our
own homes and our own congregations, that others who have leisure
should do mare, but we must remember that each one is responsible for
all she can do, and the spirit will follow up the church’s invitation.
Just as the circles formed by the pebble thrown in the water, enlarge
and widen mtil stopped by land, so our invitation sent through our
missionaries reaches further and further into heathendom, and may it
be said as our motto does, “ The World for Christ.” Fet us not weary
in well doing and wmay it be said of each of us as was =aid of 0ld, * She
hath done what she could.”

* What shall the answer be ¥ was afterwards sweesly sung by Miss
Caode, and Mrs. Thorburn {ollowed with the reading of the 22nd chapter
of Revelationx.

When the meeting adjourned a conference of the hoard was held to
conplete arrangements for the business meetings to follow,

SECOND DAY.

Bank street church was crowded to.day with the Presbyterian
missionary waorkers,

The first business session of the convention was opened at ten
o'clack. After devotional exercises, the president, Mrs. Faart, deliver-
ed her annual addroess.

Reports were thon read from the preshyterial societies within the
Dowminion,

Mre. ‘Chorburn read the report of the Ottawa  Presbyterial Society
showing that thece were 23 auxiliaries nnd four mistion bands. Durine
the year the Ottawa Union Anxiliary arganized in 1878 hae (dishan ded,
and as a result six new auxiliaries were established in the city. The
contributions were greatly in excess of the amount of Iast year.

Mics Bell,lof Pembroke, presented the roport of the Lanark and

Tl CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

Renfrew Preshytery showing there were 37 auxiliaries and 19 mission
Lawds with a memberstup of 1,250, The anuual contributions had heen
mereased by 30,

Mrs Dowsley, of Prescott, repurted fur Bruckville Preshytery 27
amvilinties and 9 mission bands with a membership of 710,

Mra. Beckstead, of Auttsville reported that Glengarry Preshytery
had eontributod 81,922 to miasionn last yonr, an increaso of $109.

Miss Fowler reported Kington Preabytery as having 25 aunilinries
amd # messon bands and a membership of 520. Increase in donations
420,

Taronto Presbytery was repurted fur, by Mrs, Gray, of Brampton,
Tt cuntained 52 auxiharios and 25 mission bands,  Five new aunilinries
formed during the vear  Clothing weiyhing 2,661 pouuds had been sent
to the Ivorthwest Indians,

Mra. Aleaander, of Uttawa, read the report of the Saugeen Prosbhy-
tory.

Mrs. ¥ M. Branson, of Outawa, stated that Winnipeg had 15
auailiaries and funr nussion Lands with a memberstup of 458, The contri.
butions amounted to 341,76,

A number of sunilar reports were presented

GRERTINGS,

terectings were tendered the delegates on behalf of the Episenpaliae
chmehes of Ottawa hy M Tilten; the Cougresational church by
e Stevens and the Baptist Jhiwrches by Mrs. (Rev.) McKay.

Telegratus of greeting were read from the Fastern branch of W. I,
ALS. and the Methodiat Missionary Society ; also letters of greeting
from the W F M 9, of Philadelphia, ’a., Women's Mission Board
of the North West , W.EF.OLS, Buard, of St Louis, Mo.; W.F.M.S.
of New York ; Women's Occidental Presbytertan Board of San Fran.
cisco, Montreal Missionary Society and the McCaul Mission Board.

AFTERNOON SERSION,

The afternoon se:sion of the convention apened at half past two
wdnk.  After the joining in siging ** O'er the gloomy hills of dark®
ness,” Mra, Blair Prescott asked the divine blessing on the work. Mrs,
Plaviair, reconhing secretary presented the
ANNUAL REPORDP OF THE BOARD OF MANAGEMENT,
which is a4 follows :

Another year has passed, and again we can report a conscientious
desire an the part of members of the Board to fulfil the responsibility
Inid upon them, evinced by their faithful attendance at the weekly
meotings, which this vear number more than last. Forty-three in
all have beea held, at which the average attendance of the whole
Roanl has been thirty, and of the managers, twenty-six. Twenty
Eaecutsse meetings have also been necessary, when an average of thir-
teen have been present.  Owing to lengthenad absence from home, one
member sent in her rosignation, and Mrs. Ball, of Westminster Church,
was appuinted tu fill the vacancy.

In Mav a conmittee of the Board inet in conference with several
members of the Foreign Mission Committee, when a number of subjects
were presented fur cousideration, among others, the recommendation
that the cuntnibutions of the \W.F.M.S, be raported m the Blue book,
saparate from the General Fareign Mission Fund of the Church.  This
met with the appruval of the members of the Committee present.

‘I'he «aggestion has been frequently made, that a plan should be
devised whereby valuable original papers read at meetings of the
Preshyterinl Societies, Auviliaries nr Miesion Bands, might be passed
un to other places where they coald be of great use. Your Board de-
cuded to establish a Burean for this purpose. The Corresponding Sec.
retary, Miss Haight, has undertaken the charge of this department.

In order to relicve the Treasurer and prevent confusion in the
work, Miss B. MacMurchy has been appointed to take charge of the
Certificates of Life Membership.

1t has beeu found that the Deaconess Home, established in Toronto
during the year undor the auspices of the Episcopal Church, conld not
be of use to us. A comwittee of the Board was, thereforo, appointed
to take the matter fully into consideration. After much careful thought,
they recommend that in view of the importance of the work, arrange-
ments e made, whereby women applying for service in the Foreign
field wmay be tested as to thar suitability for this dithieult work, and
mav at least receive snme preliminary training in Biblical sybjects and
in practical Mission work, hefore their applications are finally con.
sidered by the Foreign Mission Committee. The arrangements suy-
wested will be found ju the January Lelter Leadlet.

Tn commnn vath nther societies, the Buard received a circular con-
taining reasons fur furming a * National Council of Women” and
inviting the W. F. M. 8. to aftiliate with it. After due consideration
it was decided that, * It secemed to the Board that while a ¢ National
Conneil of Women®’ might be of benefit to charitable and othier
sacieties, it could hardly be so to the Foreign Missionary Societies
belonging to the various denominations. Besides, we, as a Society
were Auxiliary to the Foreign Mission Committee of our Church and

could not, or rather should not, afliliate with the ¢ National Council of
Women,”

Your Loard felt that in order to fully understand the needs of our
schools in the North.West, we should ha've some more definite informa-
tion in regard to the amount of the Government maintenance, ete.
The Foreipn Mission Comnmitteo granted permission to correspond
directly with the North-Weat Comnittee, and certain questions were
put to and answered by Mr. Daird ; but that matters pertaining to our
schoolk may be better understood and managed, the proposal of send-
ing oue or wore ladies to visit thewm has heen favourably entartained by
yourr Board, and they de<ire to bring the subject before you for con-
sideration. .

Under the impression that our Saciety held a large surplus, a
request came from the Eastern Division, that we should aid them in
their time of difficulty, to the extent of six thousand dollars. It was
felt that this request cauld not be granted, as our estimates for the cur-
rent vear were likely to be very heavy, and in any case the Board could
not pay over such a large sum without the sanction of the Society.

Co-operation with the Woman’s Conference, held during the
Warld’s Fair, was not deemed to be advisable.

In June the Board had the privilege of greeting Dr. Marion O1° er,
of Indore, at present home on furlongh. At her request, and for the
purpose of saving the strength of your wissionary as much as possible,
it was decided that the Board should make all arrangements for meet-
ings to he addressed by her.  Miss McWilliams, late of India ; Miss Mec-
Intosh, of Okanase, and the ladies who have recently gone out to the
foreign field, have, at, various times, been present at'our weekly meet-
ings. It has also given us pleasure to welcome friends and follow-
workers fromn wmany of our branches, .

The weeting for epecial prayer on behalf of Forcign Missions,
under tho anspices of the Board, was held dnring the weck of praver,
was largely attended, and, we truat, may be the means of quir* .ning
and strengthemng the interest 1n this part of the Master's v-,. .

And now in clesing the record of the eighteonth year of our exis-
tence 28 a socicty, let us look back with thankfulness over the past
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and farwand to futnre work, earnestly desiring our Gud to give us new
sower and faithfulness and 2eal.  Let us in the caming year with grace.
ul hearts, show * our faith by our works,” amd give moro constant aud
earnest praver, rememhering that (3.l 1lessing alone can give puwer
and efliciency to any human effort.

FOREIGN SECRETARY'S REPORT.

The report of the Fareign Secretary, Mrs, J. L. Harvie, comes neat.
It woes aver in detail the whule field of the work of the Society,  Fro,
it wo gather that Christian work 1 carried on awmong the Indiana of th
North-West and British Columbhia by Lnuatriai{Schools, superintend. |
by oue or more teachers and a matrun at the fullowing points . Aller.
ni, B.C, File Hills, Round Lake, Lakesend, Recina, Crowstand,
Purtage 1a Prairie, and Birtle. At the following places there are only
Dav  Schools ©  Mistawasis Reswrve, Prince Alvert, and Okanase
Reserve, At Bird Thail, Pipestone, Sioux, and Rolling River there an
10 achools but & missionary ia at work at each place.

In China work is carried on at Forinosa and in the province
Honan at two points  The chief scene of the foreign work of the
society is in Central India.  Here the chief seats of wark are Indore
Mhow, and Neomuch. ‘I'he operations of the saciety at these points
are varied, wmeluding a college, medical mission work, visiting tie
Zenanay, conducting sehnols and preaching regularly at central pomie
anl in the villages during ovaugelistic tours. In connection with alt thi.
work the Foreign Secretary, speaking generallv, says

The general features of the wark ascomplislied by the tuissionacie

of our Society in heathen lands, and among tho Indians of our cwn
land, vary but little fram year to year. Iu hospitals, dispensaries and
the hawes of the notives; tn zenanar, villages and xchools 3 in Rilde
clrases, woman’s meetings and Sunday schools : in industrial tran.
ing of all kinds, our mixstonaries, teacl ers and helpers with faithtui.
ness and patience sow the seed of the Ward beside all watees.
... Much of their work iz educational, therefore preparatory ; and as
it is impossiblo fully to understand the ecope of efforts thys largely
educptwe, it is also lmpossible to sum up with aceuracy the frui.
bearing which must assuredly follow seed-nowing of thl!_klll(l. ..

We can give figures and say what our imissivnaries (physicians,
teachers and zenana visitors) aim to do, and the means emploved, L
the real results are written, not only in the Lord's great Book .f
Remembrance, but in the_changed lives, the happy homes and the
improved connunities which, by the blessing of God, nte sprivging v
in heathen Iands under the fostering caro and through the Christian
teaching and consistent examplo of our missionaries, .

But while much attention is naturally given to the training of the
young in the various fields, woman’s work in all ita departments, medi.
cal, zenana and evangelistic, is steadily carried on, and always with
more or leas encouragement. .

It need scarcely be stated that the wefire interest and effortaof nu
Society are centred maialy in the fields of Central Indis, Honan, Fur
mosy, and tho North-West and British Columbia in our own Dominion,

Again with gratitude we refer to the great cncuumgen‘\ent: in_our
work given us from time to time by the members of the Foreign Mis
sion Committee and the North-West Committee, and their kindnexs in
assisting us with wise counsel on varions necasions, . .

In this record there is much that calls for thanksgiving, and again
much that should lead to humble and thenghtful self examination. We
praise Him who by His blessed Spirit first ‘»mmntcd this great move.
ment, for the lovivg service, the self-denial, the patience and the prayer
given to the cause of missions by the women of the home land. We
praise Him for the untiring lahnurs, the devotion and the faithfulness
of the workers in Foreign fields. But when we hear of * open doors’
which canunot be enu:rea. when we see our missionaries breaking down
from overwaork, as wa listen to the call for more helpers, we humbly
acknowledge the feebloness and the inadequacy of our efforts.

May the time speedily come whon, in reference to the evangelizatiun
of the warld, 1t may truthfully be said of every Presbyterian woman
—**She hath done what she could.”

We hope from timne to time to deaw the attention of the church t.
many of the interesting details of this valuable repurt.

After the very full and comprehensive repurt of Mrs, Harvie came
HOME SECRETARY'S REPORT,
presented by Mrs. Shortreed.

In some respects we cannot report the advance of previous year
in the Home Department of our work, but faithfulness and activity,
self-denial and devotion have, un the whole, characterized the efforts
of our menhera.  No Jarge gifts reached our treasury, but there
has been growth in systematic offering and ordinary giving, ‘The
envelope system has been more genorally adopted, and many of the
reports emphasize the fact that their funds were raised wholly by
voluntary giving.

Business depression throughout the country told in some
measure upon our work, hut nat to the extent our weak faith led
us to fear. One Secretary writes: ‘*It has been a hard year,
especially in the farming districts, yet the muney seems to have
come in so willingly.,” From another we learn that, ‘‘on account
of the depression in cowmmercial circles, many left the city, conse-
quently our society suffered bnth as regards numbers and means.’
Auxiliaries and  Bands in the langer cities seem to have suffered
most, but, notwithstanding difficulty and loss, the careful gathering
of small sums by the *“willing hearted ™ has resulted in a  total
greater than that of any previous year.

the

PRESBYTRRIAL SOCIETIES

report many item~ of interest which speak for themselves. The
oflicers, as in the past, have done faithfnl service, visiting and
encouraging the workers within their bounds. Lo their kind and
judicious oversight much of the success of our work is due. Several
of our experienced officers have, through force of circumnstances,
been constrained to give up Preshyterial duties for the present. We
very wmuch regret the loss of thesu efficient helpors, but feed sure
they will still tuke an intorest in and aid the work as opportunity
offers, While regretting the loss of these tried and valued officess
we extend a cordial welcomae to thase who bave undertaken to hid
the vacancies, and congratulute them on having been ealled to such
honourusble position in the Mastér's service.

ne Presbyterial Society mourns the death of an esteemed
President. Other loved officers have been called to rest from earthly
service, and those accustomed to look up to and lean upon them,
sadly miss theie laviug counsel and help, Wa deeply sympathize
with the sorrowing ones, and pray that Divine comfort and guidance
may be granted them.

AUXILIARIES.

A little more than & year ago it was our privilege to welcome
to our ranks an_Awiliary from outside our own denomination—the
‘‘ Farringdon,” Brantford. Their first report evidences deep interest
and activity and gives us reason to rejoice that they are co-workers
with us in this service of love,

The Auxiliary reports are, on the whole, full of encouragement.
In a few, b-wever, we ftind_ the disheartening words: ** Wo have
dishanded tor the present.” Varied reasons are given, and some-
times_the words are accompanied by a small remittance, which, past
experience leads ux to fear, -+ill prove the dying effort of discourage?
ones. We know that many of our workers have great difliculties in
their way, and with all such we truly sympathize : but we would
most earneatly urge them not to dishand without at least making
known their difficulties to Preshyterial or Home Secretary. In nnt
a few instances where this hus been done the suggestions received
have _encourzged them to continned and successful service.

Should the difficalties prove nsurmnuntable hindrances to meeting
a8 an Auailiary, there is still the possibility of keeping in touch with
the work as “* Scattered Helpers.”

Only those who have passed thre *zh the experienco can have any
iden of the discouragement it is to learn from the roports, for tho first




