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olatavaetineg,  As hath clerggmca are still ®in the bodyM
W 10d speaking for themselves, it would seem almost unnces.
B qry to say aoything about them, as they are well known

. B (hroughout the Church and even outside the three kingdoms,
'on o8 As was natural to suppose, when by the lamented death of
W Dr. Cooks May Street pulpit became vacant, many were the

tse P misgivings lest the power and prestige of that puipit might
00 3 peqin to wane, but in a short time the attention of the con.
o o gregation was turned to Connor, in the county of Aotnim, the
ud B pastor of the congregation there being the Rev. J. S, Mack.
of M iosh, now Dr. Mackintosh, of Philadelphia. He was
00 & panimously chosen as pastor of the vacant charge. Connor
1€t BB ¢35 then and is still one of the largest congregations i the
a0 B8 chorch, and was blessed with the ministrations of such ren
he B ¢ tbe sainted David Hamilton, father of the disinguished
ut president o¢ Queen's College, Belfast, and the late Rev. Dr.
B Moore, nf Elmwood, Belfast, besides it was in this congre.

a gation where the great revival ot 1859 commenced under the
"* N ministry of De. Moore. It is true that Cooke and Mack:n.
;n S tosh were different types of men, but the times in which
¢ @ hev lived were different, and the questions which catled
," forth the peculiar and powerful talents of Cooke were largely
- R seitled before his death, and might bs aumbered among the
%2 4 iogs that were. Mackintosh commenced his mumistry 1n
e M Lvival times, and the important and no less useful Geld
, & vhich opened up before him was that of pastor and preacher,
':' B Mackintosh was not long seitled in Belfast when he at.
:; & racted attention as an eloquent speaker, who sustained the
@ b bigk reputation of May Street pulpit. His name soun be-
¥ ame known outside the Green Isle, and when he responded

B tothe call from Philadelphia he left amid the regrets of a

ot 3 lirge and prosperous congregation. To-day he is among the
1 M 005t eloquent and prominent qunisters in the Uaited States.
o 3 \fay Street Church was agaia vacaat, the ranks of the lead-
oz men were being thinned, and the difficult question agamn

td  ame up, who will be minister of May Strecet ? The atten-
3 S iion of the congregation was soon directed to the Rev. R. J.
't Miyad, B.A., of Berry Street Church, who, after some hesita-
it W toa, accepted the call, and was duly installed successor to
B Dr. Mackintosh. Mr. Lynd is the son of a respectable

's Wumer. He was born near Coleraine, in County Derry.
't I From early life young Lyod exhibited more than ordinary
ly B ihility, but it was the year of grace 1859 that brought to
d & rolice the eminent talents which were afterwards so widely
2 B cognized. When at college as a reader and elocutionist he
o- «cupied a foremost place, and during the excitement of a
‘s S nvival bis evangelistic addresses were subjects of general
% Bemark and admiration. His studies were prosecuted in
*% I8 Queen’s College and Assembly College, and when licensed
" Wbyihe Presbytery of Belfast he was soon settled in the im-
W portant congregation of Whiteabbey, one of the suburbs of

* B Befast. As a preacher, lecturer and reader he pushed at once
I Biothe front, aod, what was very unusual in those days for
's' ll oung men, he was often asked out with Dr. Cooke to take an

K evening service for charitable purposes, and there were very few
B any Church who could draw such audieaces. When the
Home Rule agitation commenced, Lynd took the “ Unionist ”
M side, although all his life he had been a Liberal and a sup-
B orter of Gladstone, and his speeches on this qiestion were
¥ imong the most powerful and convincing which bave been
B delivered.

In recognition of his learning and abilities the senate of the
W colleges of Belfast and Derry conferred on him the degree of
k Doctor of Divinity, and the General Assembly called him to
¥ occupy the Moderator’s chair, the duties of which were dis-
B tharged with ability, dignity and taste. On the occasion of
W oy visit to May Street Dr. Lynd occupied the pulpit, and the
W discourse, both as regards matter or delivery, was in every
way worthy of Dr. Lyund's high reputation as a preacher.
B His manner is pleasing and impressive, probably quiet to a
Mholt. As a reader of the Scriptures Dr. Lynd is a model ; a
Bt of our service I may here say which is sometimes
firther slovenly executed, and his devotional exercises were
¥ioth interesting and profitable. 1 will not soon forget the
f sevice which 1 attended in May Street Church. [ could not
W belp recalling the days of old when the great preacher of the
fChurch occupied that pulpit, and with a power and pathos
B stich brought conviction to the minds of his hearers. He
Héefended and enforced the doctrines of the Reformation, und
" Bontended earnestly *‘for the faith which was once delive, ~d
* Wothe saints."

B2 Men pass away, but the work goes on, and as one wave
Bofthe ocean follows another, only to be broken on the rocks,
B0 one standard-bearer follows another in rapid succession.
" Our fathers, where are they ? and the prophets, do they live
' Rlcrever 2 The praise service wasconducted without the aid
Blcf an instrument ; the precentor, as of old, stood with his
Phaton and tried to keep time. This seemed the dull part of
ibe service, - . . . e e
B Inthe evening I weut to Duncairn: Churchy where the
Hite Or: T, °Y. Killen laboarzd- for 30 -many years. Thete
ras a large congregation present, which ehtirely filled: the
Bchorch. The setvices were conducted by the pastor, the
[Rev. Mr. Jackson. The sermon was an excelleat one, and
§cridently enjoyed-by the. large congregation. The .subject,
§‘Unequal Marriages,” one of a series-on -the: book of
"BiGenesis, was treated in-an effective manner, and listened to
Butentively. M. Jackson seéms fo b Ymong the mbst popu-
fur of the younger ministers, and 1 was told that his fame
£hd even travelled across the:channel, and that his sexvices
Berere coveted by an important congregation in Scotlind. He
e son of the mange.  His‘father was the Rev. Moffat Jack-
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son, ot Sligo, and he is another convincing proof of the ab-
surdity of the stories abaut ministers’ sons.

Duaring my stay in Belfast I had the pleasure of attending
the Baplist Conference with some friends. The proceedings
throughout were intercsting and instructive ; indeed, the ad.
dresses of the several speakers were above the average and all
brimful of a leving and free salvation. Oae there was above
all others, a scrmon by the Rr. Dr. Brown, of Dublin, which
captivated the audience, [ understand that Dr. Brown was
a leading barnster in the capital, and gave up a lucrative
business to engage n preaching the Gospel, and right well he
cando it

Another nterest attached to that meeting was that one of
the delegates, the Rev, Robert Haldane Carson, M.A., of To-
bermore, son of the great Rev. Alexander Carson, D D,, L.L.D.,
of the same place, whose polemical writings bave been read
not only throughout the three kingdoms, but throughout this
continent. Rabert Carson, as he likes to he called, is a tal-
ented man, and has writlen several able treatises on polemi-
cal subjects. He is the pastor, in succession to his father, of
a large and attached congregation, and is uncle of the late
De. A. T. Carson, Gerrard Street, Toronto, whose death was
recently announced. The Rev. Dr. Carson, whose writings
on the Baptist controversy and other subjects are well known,
was once a4 Presbyterian clergyman, and when he chaonged bis
view3 on the suhject of baplism, gathered a congregation
which at that time would probably include one fourth of the
members of his denomination in Ireland The cburch in
which he preached s still standing, and is in the immediate
neighbourhood where I was born. Oan the question of bap-
tism Dr. Carson was liberal. He did not make it a test of
membershio, and dispensed the communion every Sabbath.

1 have sat down at that table, which was then, and still is,
spread for all Christians, Dr. Carson was an extensive
author, and as a preacher and expouader of Gospel truth
would be 2 man of a century It was felt as a great loss that
he had not left a commentary on some book or books of the
Bible. I heard the late Dr. Witherow say that * Carson on
the Psalms would bave been a precious book.” His two
greatest worl:s were on * Church Government " and ** Bap-
tism,” the latter probably his greatest effort, His pamphlet
on * Transubstantiation * is unanswerable, and bhis little vol-
ume entitled * The Knewledge of Jesus the Best of the Sci-
ences, ” will be read for many years to come, and will go to
postenity on a level with the writings of Baxter and Bunyan
and others which the Christian world hald in high esteem.

Another delegate to the Conference was Surgeon Major
Waters, of Tobermore, whom 1 have known since boyhood.
He has attained great eminence in his profession. When
under twenty-one years of age Dr. Waters passed the Civil
Service examinations, and since then has visited Africa, In-
dia qnd other foreign countries, where he has rendered valu-
able services to his Queen and country. His great abilities
and high personal character brought him under the notice of
his sovereign. Dr, Waters some years ago retired on full pay,
and is still in the prime of hife and quietly enjoying the fruits
of his labours. He 1s brother-in-law of the Rev. William
Anderson, M.A., Bobcaygeon, Ont. With such a pastor
and such a deacon Tobermore congregation should praspsar
both temporanly and spiritually. One important member of
the Convention was missing, whom as a student and teacher
1 knew well, the genial and accomplished Rev. W. J. Wilson,
who was called to higher service, and whose sudden death
was a cause of much regret, and was not only a loss to the
Baptist denomination, but to all others in the neighboarhood,
where he was always ready to supply for any brother, and
whoze services were always very acceptable aund highly ap-
preciated.

Mr. Wilson was the son of a wealthy builder in Belfast,
and, although an ounly son, the father gave him to the
Church. He was intended for the Presbyterian ministry, but
when his studies were finished and before takiog license, he
changed his views on the question of baptism and joined the
Baptist Church. Mr. Wilson held charges in Whitehaven,
London and other towns in England. He was a cultured
and acceptable preacher, and some years ago, retiring from
active work, he returned to Belfast. He was a man of high
rersonal character and deep spirituality of mind. His death
was regretted by a wide circle of friends and acquaintances,
He left a widow who laboured with him in the Gospel, and
sevea children who are following in the footsteps of a worthy
father.

Ia my next I may make some reference to Dublin, the cap-
ital of Ireland.

Toronto, 1891.

THE ROOT OF POLITICAL CORRUPTION.

MR. Epi1tor,~You said recently that Presbyterian mims.
fers in‘deating with politicalcorruptiowent1o * thi root ofthe
matter ¥-when they said politicians were what the people tnake
-them. There isno'doabt-of the fact that if the peoplé asa
whole weredot ‘corrupt-or dishonest, their chosen représenta-
tives would be honest ; and if accasional instances- of corrup-
tion cropped upy the peoplé would-soon make short work of
them. But I-for one very inuch fear that-that statement dozs
ot -go “to theroot -of thematter”’ ‘Political corruption is
‘but one of the symptoms of-the- diseased condition' of public
morals. We have-corruption or dishc -sty, atd-that coun-
stantly increasing, 1n-the-whole business world, ‘Witness: the
adulterations: carried.-on: in almost -everything ; witness the
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barefaced lying n buying and selling; witness the efforts
made in every direction to cheat and take advantage of one
another for money. Life is made a burden because of the
constant effort required to avoid being made a prey of by the
dishonest and corrupt.  How many men are there of whom 1t
can be said that their word is as good as their bond? How
manv contractors or mechanics are there to whom you can
say. * do that job lor me aud I skall pay you,” and who will
do it as if they were doing it for themselves and charge an
honest prize? Does anybody nowadays trust a man the
more because he belongs to a Chur-h? Do not thousands go
from communion tables on Sabbath from all sections of the
Christian Church and dehbetately he on Monday and say
“business is business " and “ religion s rehigion,” and then on
Tuesday vote for the brewer or siloon-keeper to represent
them in Parliament, and sead petitions to them to grant pro-
bibition of the liquor traffic!! How much of the * golden
rule " is observed by members of Chnstian Churches who are
in combines or syndicates? I rather incline to the opinion
that commercial corruption is more rampant than political
corruption, but we are more accustomed to the one than the
other  Suppose, all this admitted, 1t wili not yet bring us to
‘‘the root of the matter.” 1f Chnstuanity means anything
practical, it means truth and righteousness. Bat 1s not the
Domirion full of Christian mimsters and members of Chns-
tian Churches? Cestainly, Then there must be something
seriously wrong if by their fruits you are to judge them. Take
the Bible as the standard of commeicial and pobitical hite and
how few believe it or live as if they did. Or take it as the
standard of Church or Christian life, and how many believe
it? Heace the popularity of all the efforts made to weaken
its testimony by friends and foes. The Church, spzaking
oroadly, is saturated with the spirit of the world. There s
luttle if any difference between them. Money rules wn both.
Success, no matter how achieved, is glorified n both. Money
and numbers are the test of success in the Church. We shall
get “to the root of the matter " when the Church 1s thor-
oughly reformed; when the promises of the Head of the
Church are really believed ; when the work of the Church is
done on Scriptura! lines ; and when discipline is restored to
the Church.

Our Churches are “dedicated " of course by the man who
can bring in the most moaey ; then they are turned nto con-
cert halls, and there is more faith in the preseace and power
of a star singer or player than in the presence and power of
the Holy Ghost in converting sinners and edifying the body of
Christ. Churches have come to be mere socal clubs and
places of entertainment, where an infinite amount of nursing
and coddling is requirel to keep them together and increase
their numbere especially from among the wealthy., 1tis very
much to be feared that the first chapter of Isaiah but too
truly describes the condition of the Christian Church to-day.
There is plenty of service, multitudes of meetings and soci-
eties, and very mrny contributions. * But to what purpose 1s
the multitude o’ your sacrifices uvato Me? saith the Lord,
etc, etc. “ Y ash you, make you clean, put away the evil of
your doing s from before mine eyes ; cease to do evil ; learn to
do well,” 2tc. How long would the damnable liquor hicensing
traffic last if professing Christianus were in earnest? What
means this Salvaiion Army work, and the Forward Movement
among the Methodists in England, but a somewhat violent
effort to get back to the true principles of the religion of Jesus
Christ. What means this eager welcome to the preaching of
such men as Spurgeon, Moody, and McNeill but 2 condemna-
tion of the sham and cant of prevailing Church life and the
cry of the heart of the common people, as of old, hungry for
something real and satisfying ?

Is it, therefore, too much to say that the Church is not
ouly responsible for the prevalence of corruption in social,
commercial, and political life, but is also very largely respon-
sible for most of the agaosticism and infidelity of the day, be-
cause of its formality, worldliness, and hypocrisy. Here are
two quotations from recent numbers of your owa paper ; the
first is from a writer of large experience in Burmah, who thus
describes Buddhism :—

. Wbile the same old reverence exists for Buddhist law and reli-
gion which existed in its best days, yet dead worldliness almost uni-
versally pervades daily life.  Religious rites are observed but they
are mostly of a formal character. Popular religion is a life of easy-
go]i;':g go}zformuy t'lghomwalt_d observances accompanied by practical
self-indulgence. e application of any strong correct riaadpl
has been lost. Y § conective ¢

Substitute Christian religion for Buddhism and where 1s
the difference? The sc:ond quotation is as follows ;~—

At the preseot time the Cburch cannot exert her lepitimate power
over tbe kingdom of Satan, because she is herself worldly. She ought
to feel that she is enlisted under Christ, to follow His orders and fight
the battles of her Lord. Too long and too much the world has
shaped the life and ways of the professing Church, agd too long the
Church has consulted the world’s ideas. It is her worldliness that
gives the kiogdom of Satan its strongest hold on earth to-day. .

‘And,-Mr. Editory'the melancholy part of it all-is thatitis

-thought-a sufficient reply to- occasional plamn speaking ikte
thistacdll put: “Ohl he is 2 crank or pessimist1” - That
settles the whole question—this question ‘of life or death.
You need not troable to give the subject a moment’s considera-
tion-after such a crushing tepiy -as that.

Anywhere City, Oct., 189r. REVELATION M1 14-22.

Mzs. WRITE, after completing the training prescribed, and haviog
been a probationer in thé Rayal Infirmary, has been ordained us dea-
coness in the Barony Church, Glasgow. Sbe is to Iabour at New- .
mains in conbection with Mrs, Houldsworth'’s mission,” 7 '



