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Pastor and People.

Fog Tux CANAUA PagsavTRriAN,
THE LURD'S PRA YRR, PARAPIHRASED.
BY JOUN TMRIE, TORONTO,
& Y Qur {.«t&cr. which art (v Acas
m‘ .
Father of Lights and God of Love,
Thrice holy is Thy name;

‘Thou King of kings, enthron'd above,
Thou ever art the same,

8 “lHavoond & Thy name” !

Yorever hallowed be Thy name,
By hosts In carth amd heaven s

In heathen lands make known Thy fame,
And saving mercy given,

3 Dy Kimnlom come’
Thy kingdoms stretch from pole to pole,
"hroughout earth s utmost bound ;
Till gathicresd in cach blood-hought soul,
That on the carth is found,

& TAvevill ke done on earth as it
1 {n Reavin
Th& wil! be ours from morn till night,
hedient to Thy Word ;
Then shallf our {ulh be clear and beight,
And sin shall be abhore’d,

5 “Gm.:“ this day eur dally

That man shall nothing be denied,
\Who truly secks Thy face ¢

QOur carthly wants are all suppliet
With bouniy, love and grace.

0. “ And forpite us onr trespasses”

Our sins and (ailures we confess,
On bended knee entreat ;

Thus, tresting to Thy tenderness, \
We'll worship at Thy feet.

7o Y As ree forxriee them that trese
Aass agarnst us.”
And may Thy love our heartsincline,
To mercy Lend our car;
To pardon athers who combine
To cause us needless fear,

& * Awd Lrad csnot into tempration,
but deliver xs from evil.”
¥rom Satan's tempting snares of sin,
Thy tright hand shall Jeliver ;
Our God shall kecp us pure within,
Though hell’s fodndations quiver,

Q. For Thine is the kinpdom, the
Aoucr and the glovy, forever.
Thine are the kingdoms of the eatth,
And thine the glory ever ;
This world did own ‘T'hee at her birth,
Thou everlasting Giver.

10, S Ament™

Amen famen§ so et it be,
God's counsel faileth never ;
The Truth of God is pure and free,
And shall prevail forever !
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PRACTICAL METHODS OF SOUL SAVING,
BY REV. WALTER M. ROGER, M.A.. LONDON.

But how are these views to be reduced to practice
amid the multiplicity of & minister’s ordinary engage-
ments? Plainly, as there is a_limit to his powers, so
thepe is to his obligations. If relative importance is
to be the test he will casily free himself of much of
the “serving of tables” which exacting usage has
fastened upon the ministry. If saving of souls is his
chosen business, soul saving will take pre-eminence in
his plans, and, at whatever cost, time for it will be
found. With corrected aim improved method will be
Jjoined, and surprising resuiis will follow. Agregos,
why not gradually work up to an inquiry meeting
for persondd dealing at the close of cvery Gospel ser-
vice? Every carnest preacher felt the need of
such an opportunity to clinch the nail he has been
trying to drive home, ard many of his hearers have
longed for it tco. But timis \ity, unbelief and procras-
tination prevent. Mr. Moogy’s wvay_ of putting it
shows us at once the propriety of the idea and the
absurdity of anything else if soul saving is the end in
view, ¢ For many years,” he says, I have never
cast the Gospel net without haulirg it in to see what
I have takern.” No doubt, all men are not equally
adapted for this kind of work and therefore, as a
matter of course, all are not equally responsible for it ;
but the question is this, is it not onc of the functions
of the Gospel minister? Why are we not trained for
this, as for other departments ot ministerial work?
Is'it not a reproach to the Church that, with all her
colleges, ivshould be necessary for men like Spurgeon,
Guinness, Talmage ao+ Moo? , at much expense and
with 2 measure of riva.ry, to start separate institutions
for this object? It is a good sign of the times that

leading men of carnest and Liberal spirit are begin.
ning to seek collegiate reform in this direction.  Why
not recognize the gifts of the great Head of the
Church and sct apart, to assist and train others, those
specially gifted for evangelistic. work? The great prin.
ciple o(’ divisian of labour and employment of speuial-
ists for special work is appreciated by common scnse
in the Church as well as out of it, why not extend it
in so thoroughly scriptural a line as this and meet the
desires of a growing proportion of nunisters and
[;co le? Thus aided we would all feel freer and
older in inpressing upon the members of tne Church
at large that the work is theirs as well as ours, and
in this new dispensation approaching the ideat of the
greatest prophet of the old : *Would God all the Lord's
peol)lc were prophetst” .

However otherwise 1s the harvest of the world to
be reaped? In this way the gathering of followers
to Christ first began, and we have more than a hint
that only thus will it be complered. A preacher for
every hearer, and cvery hearer in turn a preacher
crying “Come!" * Gathering them one by one” as
Andrew, Sumon, and Philip, Nathanel, till no longer
shall “every man say to his brother, Know the Lord,
for they shall all know Hun from the least unto the
greatest of them.” 1f we are sincere and intelligent
in our protest against Plymouthistic crrots, and if our
vaunted motto, * The world for Christ,” is to be rea-
lized, we must be * all af st and always at i¢!" Our
zeAl must learn an intensty yet httle dreamed of.
When Zion travals, theh shall she bring forth clal.
dren; then shall nations be born in a day.
time permit it [ would like to have enlarged upon
other methods by which the soul-saving forces of the
Church might, with sacred ingenuity and enterprisc,
be multiplied many fold—such as

IV. ZThe Gospel Epistte. — The private letter, by
which the eager and loving friend, tmid or slow of
:_-pcech, might find utterance, and reach and win for

hrist some friend not otherwise accessible. Such
methods we all, probably, have known employed with
the happiest results ; but how rare are they compared
with what they might and ought to Le¢  Lruc, many
have not the pen of the ready writer; but none need
plead inability when welive in an age happily provided
with a fith method of reaching the uns:\vc({ suited to
supplement the deficiencies of the least gifted. Our
King has made it more than ever true that “a willing
hand need never want a good weapon.” He has fur-
nished our armoury with weapons of precision of such
variety and perfection that tEc rawest recrit may at
once become a sharpshooter in the forefront of the
fight, 1 refer to the

V. Gospel Tract. — With a little trouble, and at
little or no cost, he may find what will exactly suit the
case of his friend, and give luis personal weight tost by
delivery with his own hand, or send it anonymously
or otherwise through the post. To what marvellous
perfection has lier Majesty’s mail service been brought
—one of the wonders of this wonderful age—why
should not every one of its millions of packages carry
the missives of the King of Kings? Whynot? If
this be not idle romance, is it possible to cxaggerate
the good that might thus be done and the regret that,
with such simple means at command, so little of it is
attempted? And once we have started the printing
rress in our service (and we may yet find that we
lave done little more), why stop short of any and
every service it may render to the holy cause with the
help of consecrated enterprise, stimulated by an
enthusiasm we dars not limit.  The ¢hildren of the
world understand their busincss and compete for the
vacant expanses and hand-breadths of our streets.
The devil makes our deadwalls reck with his obscene
poison.

V1. Gospel Placards.—Why'should not the Church,
as weil as the world, deal in mammoth posters, and
while the walls ccho back the voices of modern Jonahs
innumecrable, let them also, in the loudest -of type,
from morning to night, address warnings to the heed-
less, offer purest joy without alloy to the pleasure
seeker, honour to the ambitious, finest gold and
vastest wealth to the needy and the greedy ; so that
however intent upon the gerishing things of time, he
that runs might read and haply read to run—why not ?
Why should the children of the world always be
wiser in their generation than the children of hight ?

VII. Gospel Song.— One moie method. We are
just now learning something of what was taught long
ago in holy writ of the value of sacred song to reach
the heart, and even the head, by an avenue hitherto
little tried. Instead of tens why should we not have
thousands of such swect singers of Isracl as Sankey
and Bliss and our own White Brothers? It is said
that Moody credits Sankey’s singing of the Gospel
with as many and as precious iuvsults as his own
grcacbing of the Gospel. The devil and the world

ave gifted soloists by the battalion, who do them
syren service by the highways of life. Oh that the
Church would arouse and give Christ a chance to
show what He could and would do ca the field of
battle ! (I speak it reverently.) He would show the
world bow H~ could play the captain, plan the can.
paign,marsha the host and lead them to victory. With
what consununate skill He wonld blend these various
agencies and instrumentalities to achieve His blessed
conquests. He gives us occasional glimpses in times

Did.

of great anakening and inspiting cffurts as when a
money maker in Manchester ameng lis correspon-
dence one day found two letters from business friends,
one 1n Glasgow and the other i Dublm, urging him
to scek the Saviour whom they had found to be
weaous,  The sceond decoled lum to go and hear
‘klood that ni;ihl, and in the mnquiry room he was
bmugfu to Christ. Ol for more faith and holy efan.
“8aid 1 not unto thee that if thou wouldst belicve
thou shouldst sce the glory of God.” * Because [
have said these things unte thee, believest thou?
Thou shalt sce greater thiugs than these,  Thank
God they are coming, Let us lend our help and
many of us may live 1o see them!

For TiE CANADA PRESMY TRRIAN, .
A PERPLENED CLASS,
BY TIE REV, W T, M'MULLEN,

There is a large, and in manf’ respects, an exempe
lary class of persons in the Church—though not in
l‘ul? fellowship- -who arc holding back from professing
faith in Christ, at Ilis holy table, because they feel
unfit to take such a solemn, significant and decisive
step,  They are waiting in a kind of 1entative faith to
fcel worthy, and discover in some way that their faith
is accepted, before committing themselves to a full
profession of faith. Such persons are entitled to all
the sympathy and assistance that can be given them,
They negd to discover that their perplexity arises
from their inverting the order of things, and thereby
putting some of the fruis of faith before faith itself.
They fecl restrained from acting faith in Christ until
they are conscious of the affects of faith,  They are
waiting in hope, s0 find i. themselves the true ground
- as they think - on which to base a public profession,
instead of basing such profession sol¢ly on what faith
finds in Christ. Instead of making the divine invita-
tion and testimony the warrant of faith, they are wait.
ipg and hoping to find the warrant in their own feel-
ings. As they dread sclf-deception, and despise
hypocrisy, they feel clear in their conviction that it
--ould be unsafe to venture on any other ground, Tell
them that the sick person’s fecling of being healed
cannot precede the taking of the remedy that_heals,
and they will rc[:l)- that such transparent inconsistency
is not chargeablesagainst them ; that theirs is the
case of the man who, taking the remedy, will
not say or profess that he is recovering till he
feels that he is recovering. 1 would remind
such persons, that the testimony of the Great Physi-
cian is mcre reliable than their feelings. Often has
the patient told me that he was recovering, whereas
the doctor told me that the man was dying. 1 be.
lieved the doctor rather than the man’s feelings. Again,
a patient despairs of recovery, and tells me he isa
dying man; bLut the physician tells me the man is
recovering.  Who would think of questioning the
reasonableness of Lelieving the physician in such a
case, rather than the feelings of ‘the patient? A per.
son may feel better and yet be worse, and he inay
fee) worse, and in reality be better. This holds good
in the spiritual sense also. And yetthe persons whom
I have in vicw persist in putting their feelings above
the Word of God, and in reposing a confidence in their
own feelings which they \vin not put in the testimony
of the Great Physician. He pledges His gracious
and infallible promise to heal and save all, without
exception, who comumit themsclves to him. Submit
yourselves, thercfore, unto Gad. Your own feelings can
never save you. Beware of making a Christ of either
your feelings or your faith.

SUFFERING AND SYMPATHIZING,

He who has passed through tnial can feel most tens
d=rly for those who are similarly afilicted. This isso
true that the inspired writer has said even of Jesus :
“ In that He Himself hath suffered, being tempted,
He1s able to succour them that are tempted ” ; and,
indeed, in onc aspect of it the very necessity of the
incarnation is found in the prinaiple which 1 have just
enunciated. To have a sympatgizing God we must
bave a suffering Saviour, and there is no true fellows
feeling with another save in the heartof him who has
been afflicted like him. Nay, more, the having sufe
fered like another impels us to go and sympathize with
him, Those of us who have lost little children feel a
prompting within us to speak a word of comfort to
every parent whe is passing through a similar expe-
rience.

\We cannot do good to others save at a cost o oure
selves, and our own afilictions are the price we pay
for our ability to symipattuze. He who would be a
helper must be a sufterer. tie who would be a Saviour
must sumewhere and somchow have been upon a
cross ; and we cannot have the highest happiness of
lifein succouring others without tasting the cup which
Jesusdrank and submitting to the baptism wherewith
He was baptized. Every real Barnabas (son of con-
solation} must pass «0 his vocation through seasons of
per “nal sorrow ; and, so, again, we see that itis true
that = by these things men live,”

The most comforting of David’s psalms were pressed
out of him by suffering ; and if Paul had not had his
thorn in the flesh we had missed much of that tender.
ness which quivers in so many of his letters.




