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WESTERN GENERAL AGENT.

MR. JOUN MACAULEY i our authoriied Agent for Tnm
Canata Pansoytanan  He will collect ountanding accounts, and
take names of new sulscrilers.  Frends are invited to rive anuulu-
l‘ut:n in their power to Mr. Macauley in all the congregations be may
visit,

————— e R —— - L
TORONTO, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15, 1883,

MR. C. BLACKEFTT RumiNsuN returned last week
from an exiended tout tn lntain and on the continent
of Europe,

THERE was a fine gathering at Embro the other
day. [t consisted of the professional men given to
the world by the Z nira congregation and its off shoots.
The number is sixty t{wenty-nine clergymen, twenty-
one dortors, and ten lawyers, A large proportion of
the sixty were present. The re-union lasted two days
and seems to have been very successful. \Wedoubt
very much if another congregation in the Dominion can
show such a record. Presbyterianism and ediication
always go together. The typical Scotch Presbyterian
nearly always sends a boy to college. Now, that this
re-union has been held, we have a suggestion 14 make
to the men of Zorra. \Would it not be a fine lbl'jzg to
continue the celebration a little longer, and fet the
closing part take the form of raising about three thou-
sand dollars fa> the Knox College Endowment, How
many of these twenty-nine ministers were educated at
Koox? A majority if we count right. There were
some good speeches at the re-.union—some very good
poetry quoted. Now let the whole township give one
rousing speerh— THREE THOAUSAND DOILARS FUR
KNOX CoLLEGE. That speech it well delivered will
wake up the Zirra boys as far west as the Rocky
Mountains.

SCARBORO' i3 a fine old township. One of the
best things about Scarboro’ 1s its Presby}cr’ ism
Our congregations there have been ministered %o by
excellent and able pastars for many years. Scarboro’
bas had some noble elders whose intelligence, piety
and zeal, made them men of icfluerce among the
people. Good preaching and good government when
brought to bear on surh material as the S~arboro’
men always bears fruit  Part of the fruit < $2 coo for
the endowment of Knox College. DBut wly shouid
Scarboro' lead among rural congregations in this en-
dowment? Scarboro’ is not an exreptionally rich
township nor is it very thickly peopled with Presby
tepians. A bundred townships could be nrmed qoite
agwealthy and in which there are as many Presby-
- tetjan people. We hope many of these will respond
as promptly and liberally to the call for endowmep* as
did Scarbore’. \We believe many of +“em with Some
of the Scarboro’ men put down their bundred detars
without a word of discussion. They knew thercause
is good one and acted accordingly. We are persuaded
that many more of our wealthy western farmers will
do the same thing 1n the same handsome manner.
We have two or three Presbyterian townships in our
mind's eye that we think will head off Scarboro’. Go
on Gentlemen, THE PRESBYIERIAN wil watch the
record.

‘I MUsT stay at home this summer,” says many a
weary tailer.  You should be very thankful if you have
a bome Yo stay 1n. A holiday trip 1s not all pleasute.
Once upon.a tume a respecter’ minuster of our Church
was spehding 7 few days ;. a hotel n an Ontano
summer resort. Une eve.ung he remasked to his
companions that he thou:;bt of taking a croquet mallet
to hisroom. The mallet was needed for offensiye and
dsfensive purposes. There was company 1 that room.
Thege may not have bagn “ milhions 1n 1t,” but t!y;re
were very many. They attacked the mimster, and
would neither allow him to meditate norsieep. A man

who stays at home bas at least the satlsfaction of
knowing that he may retire without a croquet mallet.
Then he avoids dusty cars, crowded steamboats, and
other inconveniences that usually (all to the lot of the
man who has holidays. He also saves his money, If
you cannot get a holiday abroad do the next best
thing—-come as near taking one at home as you can.
Slack off a little in the wotk; don't worry, don’t get
exsited ; keep cool, and enjoy li{eas much as possible.
Sleep all you can, and don’t give your brain zny se-
vere exertion. Take an occasiopal dav or half day's
recreation, There may be as nlccn&:cu to visit within
o few hours' ride of your home as\§me of the places
your neighbours will travel several hundred miles and
pay a bundred dollars to see. Don't sit down and
mope because you *“can’t go this summer.” Your
turn will come. Be thankful you have a home to stay
in. -
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A KEEN discussion in the press always brings the
truth to the sutface. Since lastg;\lay the religious
journals in the United States have been vigorously
discussing the ' ministerial famine” So far as the
Presbyterian Church is concerned, it 15 proved by
figures that cannot be explained away, that such
famine does exist. The pnacipalgauses, too, are now
well known, and can be stated in a condensed form,
They ate. (1) inadequate sapport. A few have
princely incomes, but the many-are b..ely able to
support their families, and of these a large number are
supported by meaas that are degrading to an honour-
able man ; (2) unemployed ministers become indiffer-
ent and disheartened ; (3) *“ the gossipy criticism and
twaddle " to which a candidate and minister’s family
are subjected disgusts self-respecting men ; {3) skornt
pastorates ; (5' the dead line of fgty.; (6) the solution
of every httle d fii. ulty that arises between pastor and
congregation by asking the pasier to 0. Hemust
make all the sacrifices and not the congregation,
Now, we ask any candid and intelligent man if most
of these causes are not at wurk inour Chutch 2 [ so,
myst we not expect that similar causes will produce
similar results in Canada? Our state of society be-
comes more like that of the Unired States every day.
The old country element is fast dying out, The fore.
going are at work here and must, il not checked, pro.
dure the same results.  Scarcely & anonth passes that
we do not see the sixth cause in operation, Presby-
teries may think they *“make peace’ by making va.*
cancies, but they may make a famine at the same
t'me, Young men fit to be ministers will hesitate to
enter the ministry under such humiliating conditions.
Who can blame them ?

CHRISTIAN BROTHERHOOD.

HERE is a currer! impression that Christianity as
it was embodied in tbe average practice ot the
apostolic age was about perfect in its macifestations.
\We look bark to the beginning of the Christian era
to seek for the highest excellerca of dortrine and
practice. ‘There is a reasnn for this. The Sacred
Scripture contains the inspred@ body of Christian
doctrine.  The churches of those days enjsyed the
inest'mable privilege of apostolic teaching and guid-
ance. In the truths revealed and in the method of
government in the early Church, we have most valu.
able principles *o guide us stll It is, however, a
mistake to suppose that in the practical every day life
of Christians in the apostolic agg there was th~ “ean
ideal of Christian excellence. The devotion and sell-
denial of the early Christians r\chohed an elevation of
moral subhimity that no subsequedt age can surpass,
The separation between the Church and the world
was more distinctly marked then than it has ever been
since, But even during the hife-time of the apostles
many dark shadows brought the brightness of Chris-
tian perfection into bolder relief.

No careful reader of the Nef Testament-.2pistles
needs to betold that serious delections from thq better
spint of a pure Christianity matked-the cheqderzd\life
of the early Church. The igbariable conditions cf
human nature and the pecuhiar circumastances of the
first converts, <urronnded by pagan neighbours and
heathenism mwriught in all the associations of the
past and the usages of the presegt rendered it difficult
for many to attatn to a high sta A of conformity with
the requirements of the Christi &auh. The actual
conditiens ¢: social life and t§d ttaditions of the past
were powerful obstacles to be dvercome by those who
would live soberly, nighteously and godly.

From the earliest ages of Chiistianity the saylng ar.
tributed to its enemies has comedown ;: * behold how
these Christians love one another.” Thepredominance
of thia characteristic and essentinl Christlan virtue
¢voked the wonder and admiration of all who beheld ity
manifestation. It is ever so, No moral or spiritual
force has such power to touch the humar heart asagen.
ulng and sincere affection.  Foeg might controvert its
doctrives and dispute its claims, but the embodiment
in actual practice of the principle of Christian love was
{rresistable.  The exercise of this beautiful characte
istic was however far (rom being universal in the
primitive Church, The New Testament makes it
plain that less worthy exhibitions had a place in the
worshipping assemblies in early times. Tbat frag.
ment of the New Testament which Luther too hastily
chatacterized as a straminica ¢gistole, the lntensely
practical Epistle of Jumes, gives o vivid picture of a
trait of human nature noticeable 14 those primitive
days. It is not very much change- in our own times,
but is a little,  We can still see come into our assem.
biles ths man with a gold rag, in goodly apparel, but
somehow we do not often see the poor man in vife
raiment among the worshippers of these days, not at
least in faskionable churches, Both in conversation
and in print these rigid distinctions prevalent in the
Christian society are frequently remarked upon,
Their existence is not denied, Is in fact undeniahle
\What is more hopeful it is admitted asancvil, Many
wlo reccgnize the evil strive more or less to overcome
it. The retmoval of those discriminating lines {s &
problem that seriously presses for solution  T'o accept
as inevitable the present condition of affairs in this
respect would be to misunderstand the spirit of the
Gospel and to misinterpret the teachings of th= Master,
It no earnest effert ts made to remedy this palpable
defect, matters, if left to themselves, will soon become
worse, not better. One mode of solution attempted
has been the erection of chapels for the poor, and
gorgeous cburches for the rich, This, however, is
only a temporary cvupedient. In the nature of things
it cannot be pcrmanent. Pity if it could be, It may
arise paturally out of our artificial civilization, but with
an ideal Chnstian state it has no congruity, Said a
high-toned New York professor of *fashionable”
Christianity . * It 1s dreadful to ride 1n the street cars
with these greasy mechantcs.” ** But,” he was asked,
* will you not have to associate with them in the luture
life?” * No! thank God,in my Father's house are
many maastons,” A truth worthy of remembrance,
not by bigoted exclusives alone but by all of us,
especially in connection with our Chnstian principles
and practice is—~* The rich and the poor meet together
and the Lord is the maker of them alL”

Arbitrary rulesfor the removal of this acknowledged
evil are not of very much value, Here, as elsewkere,
there is plenty of room for the display of mesningless
cant. It is not the ostentatious shake of the hand,
voluble inquiries 1n tender falsetto afier the healih of
each other, and the sweet but artificial condescension
of expert manpensts ; much more than thess ate re-
quisite.  We must learn to thick much less of our-
selves and a great deal more of each otherthanitis
at present customary to do. Let us not forget the
common brotherhcod of humanity. There is the
higher unity of Christian fellowship uniting us by the
bond of faith to the Elder Brother. The cultivation
of the Chnist hke spunt will belp greatly the removal
of an anomaly that repels many from Chnstian society
and disfigures the life and beauty vl the one family
named 1n heaven and earth,

AND ITS CAUSES.

a CRI%E
TERRIBLE“rime was committed on a Toronto
sireet last Tyesday at midnight. A young man,
named Marongy, in Bumble circumstances, but indus-
trious and tespecdsﬁ', was shot down by a lawmless
ruffian, The victim of this urprovoked crime was the
~chief suppost of 2 widowed mother. Accompanied by
}a friénd, he was returning from his work, The young
men stood for a few minutes talking at the corner of
the street. A man, an entire stranger, accosts them
and invites them to driok with him. This {nvitation
the young men decline, whereat the aggressor takes
oflence. Instantly a scufile follows, and the accursed
sevolver flashes in the light of the gas lamp, The
inoffensive youth is shot, and death is almost in-
stantaneous. A policeman at hand rushes to cap-
ture the red-handed murderer, The officer has a

parrow escape for his life, for the reckless crimisal



