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evenlng ho toit an lnward Impulse te re.eaiter tht
bouse rîotwlthstand aag bis motler's declded ordor.
When hier son venturcd kIlo tht sick mon, tlie poor
woman held cut lier baand te hlm, saylng, "I eil, my
son, I shail respect your convictions% white you wil
respect mine ; stay with tre to c lote my eyes." Tht
rc>,on adds ont detail more. In tbat straiggit betweon
bisi convictions anti affection for liii moîher, the
thougît that lisi refusai te rectic idolatrous prayers
nniglit cost lti tht lots ot laus.patrimony did not once
cross liis minai.

sciiools.
At Catanla morethaan 300 pupls aimait ail Roman

Catîholici, aiten-i the day school, and tht greater
number tht Sunday school aio. Tht schonis et Rio.
Marina, were spcciaiiy blessed list year. Atter a cuire-
fuI examiaion a raember of Parliament expressed
bis great saisfaction ta the government inipector who
replled, IlYes, wo owe much ta the \Valdenstan
Church, for the benefit shte lias bestowed upon our
country by lier schools, in which aur chidrer recoivcd
a good educatlon." A Roman Cutthoiic mother who
had bten present at oue of the Illes, sald tin reference
ta the files of the communal school, ' How cold ihest
lites appear to le wlthout a liymn, wilh notlgig of
the lave of God in them.' *'W Vecntrust our chidren
t0 yoaa wtthout fear," was the avowrai of some Neapoi-
tan Caîhlil paie*. 1., I because we are sure tbat in your
ichools they "I learna nothing but what is good. WVe
know you teacli them te love God, their home and
thoir ecaunlry, and tbat you put theta on their guard
against blaspliemy and falschood."

cOLPORTAGE.
An important part of tht mission of trit colporteurs

is to act as pioneers for tht evaragelss ; in conse.
quence, tliey have somelimes to neglect tht sale of
books for a lime, and te liait wherever a lattie nucleus
of persons can bc found desarous o! reading and
hearing tht %Vord of God. In consequence many
new stations have been opened. A Bible wa«'O, as
employed te perigrinate tht provinces an Italy, and
the nunibers who have botard the Gospel in conse-
quence of this agency, may be reckoned by îhousands.
la is said ta be a costiy meais, but ont which succeeds
wbere ether plans fait. Tht Bible ireaders and Bible
wonen employed at Venice, Milan and Naples, act
an important part an the work of Italan evangeliza-
tion. Taking tht lowest estimat et the sait o! Bables
durang the past thirty years of religious liberty, they
mill aneunt, at thetolast to ôooooo copies. At Milan
a mothers' meeting bas been commenced and lias
been biessedj but tht report stautes that tbis as a
work of specual delacacy, and requares a tact whadh
every ont dots nlot posssess. 'lWlat a glorsous thang
wouid it be, and liow advantageous le our mission,"
concludes tbis interestang stcry, Ilcould we have
a Bible woman o! the raglit sort an ever town.'»

Dreiçden, ,tyih Marih, t88î. T. H.

THE DISTRIBUTION 0F PROBA TICAIERS.

MRt. EDi)ToR,-The sclieme propoundeaid in THE
PRESSYTERIAN et tht iizîth mît. for the distribution cf
prolationers lias ont féature most worthy cf corn-
inondation, viz , that it cortemplates tht formation of
synodical committes for thus purpose. This step at
decentralization cannot fait, if adopted by tht Assen-
biy, 10 give satisfaction lotI to the Chur2li at large
and te tht parties intereted. Sucli committ ".s wîIll
certainly be acquaintcd with tht circunstances of tht
congregahions requiring supply, and in course of lime
with tht supplies themselves. Their fields will,
besides, be sufficientîy extensive to afford variety
of conditions and means ot adaptation to mecî tht
respective cases ci coaigregations and prolationers.
Il will aiso timait tht distance and tht cesî of bravel,
whicli gave sa mucla disaiisfactien in the pas.. An-
other goed fecature cf the plan is that Preshyteries are
nos required, or as tht ternis are, " may dedline," se
put any particular vacant congregabion on tht list.
TItre are congregations, tspcialy in our cilles, that
wili, under any circurasstanLes, insist on flnding their
own supply, anid thore is nu reason why they should
net have this liberty, or why Preslytcries shaculd flot
grant sessions Ibis liberty. Tht session bas indeed a
constitutional riglit te thus liberty. Anothercommend-
able tenture is abat ne congregation shalh bc required
to accolât amy supply that nay bc se=t thean. In
nany instances great izijury bas been dont and mnucli
discontent created ly ableinaîs at forcing unaccept-
able supply tapon vacancies

WVhite ailewlaag these goed points lin the propesed
plan, thtre are aller feataires which appear objection-
able, and which it las in commun with tht old plan.
Why shouid thet ime, during which prolationtrs and
mInisters withaut charges cari lc placed on troc roll,
be limiîed to îwe years, or one year, or bclilmited aI
ail ? I presume that this riaite nicans tIaI after a piro-
bationer lias Iota two ytrs, and a minisler cnt year
on %nu .il thelrpjarmts are dropped unlesi a request
cames trou- a Preslytery that they îliould le euhi fur.
ther retained. But tht meaning of this rule le by aue
monas cicar. WVlatever le tht meanlng of it, is il
juil cither to tht prolationer or te tht minister with.
eut a charge? Dots It nlot by a sort o! sidt wind de.
prive themn cf tht liberty and pewer Io preadli? Dots
II not place thorm vlrtualiy beyond tht pale of tht
Church ? Dots It net inflfct wlthout trial, and it may
bo witlinut cause, tht severcît censure on moue who
have spent the best part o! their lives, and a large
capital hesides, ini prtparig for tht woik et tht nain.
isîr> « Neuther the motlier Churcli of Scotlarid, nor
tht Fret Church, nor the Churci lIn tht United
States, have sudh a severe law ai. thus. They leave
to Providcnce the dctermnaation cf a man's fitnesi for
the minibtry, and find no trouble arising oul ot sucli a
course TIare are men iar'w lin tht Churcli filang cf-
fectively important postz-a who have been longer
far on tht probationers' list aur two or double two
years. Net tnfrcquenbly wilb' It happen that a licen.
tinte dots not find bis power or met wth the accept.
ance wlicli biis talents and lisi pîety justify, bill sont
years aller his license. WVly tIen slouid we place
ibis discouragemnent and humiliation in tht paîli o! tht
mniustry ? More supply of an eligible kind is, il is
said, wanted. Is it an inviting prospect for a sbudent
to conlemplate that tht long and severe course et lis
traning may pessahly be sacnficed and himself
slielved by thc anis fortune of not obtaining a cai within
îwo years? or abat lie sliould le aI tht mercy o! a
Prtsbytery for conbinuing bis minisbry for a period of
more than two years P Or is it dealiog faîrly wtl a
minister who may le thrown eut of a charge ly cir-
cumsbances over whicli lie may have no contro], that
lis prospects o! oltaining anoîlier should an like mari-
ner le bounded by tht short space cf ont vear ? Bet-
ter far, nbolisli tht plan fer tht IlDistribution o! Pro-
hationers" altogether than lnflict such an injustice on
honourable and innocent men. If any plan necessa-
tates sucli a condition, botter the plan slicuid perash
than tht unjuly ledone. Tht Fret Churcli etScotlaad
lias for sont yeaxs been considtring ibis question, and
tht plan tliey have adopted niglit le found te suit us
aiso. They have a bureau tu which probat..ners
give their nanes, 4nd ta which Presbyteries and
churches wanbirag supplies can apply. Tht plan is
simple. It steems to work weL Wliy flot try it and
loave tht vacant ministry aI liberty, as long as Provi-
dence wilI permit, te find the vacant places abat alter
mudli probation may be reserved for thean, and in tht
neantime te preacli Christ whenever and weee
an apportuaity offers? No cnt wiîl deny ta hs
who art seeking te devise an acceptable plan fer the
distribution o! prolationers aie aniaaîated by tht hagli-
est and kundest motives. It may, howcver, an this,
as in some more important things, le found lIaI the
la.iiez /aie, or something akin ta it, is afttr ail the
best. __________A.

CAN A MINIS TER PLEASE EVERYB0Dyr

M.EDir-ui,-In an article lately pulshed an
THE PRF-,sïî 1 EkIAN yau answer tht abeve question
by saying that a minister should not try ta ple
everybody. You aven go further and say lie should
try t0 plcase nobody. You quote Paul and Christ an
support cf your position, and muake cul a vcry god
case, and you ouglit to le rigit ; but who docs not
know ahat what shoiald be and what reaUy as are two
widely différent thungs.

]Practically, a manister in the Canada Preshytenan
Chjrcli is expected ta please evtaybody. When a
cangregatioti lecomes vacant tht Church stnds theni
candidates-jeven year if necessarýr-tiI1 onetas feund
that pleases the whole ceaigregation, both menibers
and adhcrents, and especialîy lie nust pie=s tht
young. It is not enougli ahat hie shoulai please. a ma-
jorily hbut tht congregation nuit bc laboa ajary-u.nani-
nous, or nearly se. If there should le any consîd.
erable nmnority opposed-say onet4ourth-the cati
nust bo set aside, and a new nman found who, wll
please tverybody. This is the condition cn whach a
minister enters talon bis charge, and it must bc kept

up. Thougl iIn large and influentiai congregations lin
townl and ý:aties, where thore te a good session of
eiders Io hold up the hands ci the miniter, bis poi.
tion may bu sutlcîontiy securo to enab.o hlm te te-
buko offenders witbout any great danger tbis posi-
ton. It is wadeiy different lin sinaii suppierainted
congregations. Lot a manister attempt te rebuke a
man who pays Szo out ot the $.4oo webIch is tatstd
towards lis saiary, for drunkcnness or profanity, or
any other practtce lin which lie may sec fit ta indulge.
and lie had better have arother home ready te sheiter
bis tamliy. The ministers lin sucli congregatlons are
compietely at the mcrcy of one or two sucli meni, and
under the proscrit systemn there as no heip for it. The
mînister must trust to Providence and do bis duty.
lIn mission stations the state of thingsi s much worse.
1 will gave a truc case by way -if example. A charge
was brouglit agaist the missionary prectsely similar
ta the ont briught against Rcv. blr. ]3eattie, of Brant-
ford. The Prem1Iytery, aler a thorou.glài nvestigation,
found the charges to le complcecly groundicis, and
the resuait of maice. But tht conduct cf Pilate was
repeatcd ; after declanng offt,-taliy that tliey couid
fand no fautt lin bia, they1 discliarged laim te pltast thre
lew who were opposed to bamn. Two other mission-
aries wcre scnt with the hope that they would please
botli parties, but tbis polacy provcd a failure. The
best part cf the congregation stuck te the first minais-
ter. It was only a lew of the disaffected who would
go te hear any other. Tht Prcsbyaery was nt last
forced te rt-appoint tht tirst- simply because it was
fouand abat alter ail the~ sianderous atîacks on lisi char.
acter hoe couid please the greatest number. This at-
temps of tht Presbytery te please ail parties cost this
poor missionary two ycars' salary, besides; ail the
trouble of mind, and was near ruaning the congrega-
tien. There was another case of a missionary wlio
had laboured îliree years on a very dafficuit field. He
attempted to admontsh soano members who bac! got
diunk and eaigaged at a ftct fight. Ont of %htem who
ad paad tain dollars per ycar towards thc stipend,

could curse the minister te lits lace and put him t0
defiance, and exercise enouglio ai nfluence waîli the
session aaad Prtsbytery ta get tht engagement %or-
minated two montlis before ils time of expary, and
turn bain wlîh a sack: watt and heipless family, out on
tht world on a month's notice. The Presbytery gave
tht missionary a flatterang testimonafl. as ta tht zeal
and d;ligence with wich lie lad discharged his
dunues, but they said hie lad proved unacceptable, viz.
hae had Iailed to please everybody, and thougli during
tht three yeacs hoe bad laboured on the field more
money had been raised than liad betin promised, the
Presbytery feared that if a few of tht dasaffected
should refuse te pay thear rsubscrpmons il wouid le
required ta malte up the defaciency for those two
months. Rallier than ron tbat risk, the Presbytery
ternnunated the engagement, cutting the minuster out
cf Sa co. Now, t may behi naste's duty toadmionish
and rebuke wlien duty demands, under ail circum-
stances, but as the Church doitag its duty whea it
places ils ministers s0 completely at the anercy of
those whom, îley attempt te discipline. What, you
asr, as tole thtremedy? ats sîmply aretun 1goed
old-fashioned conservatave Presbytriaism, i.e., every
Presbyîery should hc expected to se that every con-
gregation within its bouads as under pastoral care, in-
stead ef allowing tîli as at present taobe scattered as
slieep having no shepherd, and that cvery manister is
employed an pastoral work, instead et going or beang
sent throughoaat tht length and breath of tht Churcli,
hke se many tramps setk-ang employanent. It is le-
cause tht Methodasts recognize thas principît in deal-
:ng wash their churches and minaisters, ahat they are
se successful. If we would oaily recognîze il and act
on il the work of our Church would lc carried on
muLli more efhctentdy. A Mietladist mintsîtex itels
fret te exorcise discipline when necessary, and liow-
ever many enemies lie may make, lias Conference sus-
tains hain. Ail friction as avoîded ly lits removal at
tht end ot tht year. Tht Presbyteraan manaster bias
no such protection. For a faathful dascliarge cf his
duties lis congreation may bura hain out on tht road,
and there as no redress. I would flot advocato any
change at present which wauld interferc wath settlcd
charges, but il as really high tant that the so-calied
Methodist systein was applied te ail the vacant cen-
gregations and vacant minasters. 1 know of nu inter-
est thal would suifer by the change except tht railroad
companats and the Methods Church. A Metbodast
rninistcr teld me latcly abat they profited largcly by


