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THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

@UR ONTRIBUTORS,

PRESRYTERIAN PIONEERS.

MR. EDITOR,—[t must bo a matter of interest to
our Church at large, and especially to the future his.
torian of Presbyterianism in Canada, to obtain any
information available respecting the origin of congre-
gations in various parts of tlfe ¢ountry,

Scveral years-ago, when conversing on this subject
with a very dear fricnd and devoted minister of our
Church—tho late Rev. Alex, McLean, of Nairn, in the
Presbytery of Hamilton—bhe informed me that he had
in his possession a collection of old family documents,
several of them bearing on the state of Presbyterian-
ism at the end of the last and beginning of the present
century; and he left them to my care to extract oll
that bore on the subject, and to preserve those facts
which would be of interest to our Church.

‘The box of papers contains chicfly private letters to
Mr. hicLean’s grandfather, Alexander McLean, and
from lum and his son Robert to their relatives and
other fricnds, scveral of them speaking of the destitu-
tion of religious ordinances, and of their efforts to obd
tamn supples.  These letters extend from 17837to 1806,
and a few of later date to Rev. Alex, McLean, i

1 find by these, and especially by a letter from!
Thomas Cnchton, Esq,, of Paisley, to Rev, Alex, Mc-

Lean, tn January, 1842, then a student at Edinburgh
University, that his grandfather, Alex. McLean, and
others, emigrated from Paisley in jMarch, 1774, and
settled at Elizabethtown, county of Leeds, or Eastern
Distnict, and that they were for many years without a
pastor or regular means of grace. This Alexander
McLean was cvidently one of the leading men of the
community, and rclated to Alexander Morris, the
father of the Hon. Whlliam Morris, of Brockville.
There arc thrce cummissions from three different
governors in 1808, 1817, and 1839, to John McLean,
—father of Rev. A. McLcan—as Lieutenant, Captain,
and Major in the Leeds Militia, with muster roll, cte.
Among the letters there is one from Rev. Thomas
Bevenidge, dated Argyle, York State, 20th February,
1795, warning the Presbyterians against giving up the
testimony of the Secession Church of Scotland, and
advising them not to be led away by every wandering
preacher that might come their way, about whose
soundness in the faith they could have no evidence,
saying that he and his fricnds were considered narrow
and bigoted, and complaining that no ministers were
willing to come from Scotland to Elizabethtown; also
a letter from Rev. David Goodwillie, Barnet, U.S.
(315t Oct., 1795), of the Associate Church, recommend-
ing the Presbyterians of that settlement to form them.
selves into societies for worship; speaking also of the
difficulty of getting 2 minister from Scotland; and a let-
ter from Rev. James Marr, of the Associate Reformed
Presbytery of Washington, dated Galway, U.S,, 24th
Dec., 1797, in which hc speaks of the correspondence
about supply of gospe! ordinances, and the great diffi-
culties in the way of sending them such supplies, and
complaining of the apostacy of many from the truth,
On 17th July, 1797, Robert McLean, son of Alexander,
writes to a friend in Paisley——an extract of
which letter was published in the “ Missionary Maga.
zine,” January, 180o—bewailing the spiritual destitu-
tion of the Presbyterian settlers, and that all their at-
tempts to obtain a pastor had been in vain; also not-
ing the number of sccts in Canada. He writes again
on 13th Sept., 1798, stating that they had been favored
with a visit the previous year by Rev. David Good-
willie, of the Associate Presbytery of Pennsylvania, to
whom they had some years before applied for assist-
ance, but had failed to get any regular supply. He
also states that a missionary of the Dutch Reformed
Church, of York State, had lately visited them, with
whom they were greatly pleased, and that they had
the prospect of Igctting a minister from that Church.

I find a petition dated March, 1795, by Alex, Mec-
Leanand cothers, to the Honorable the Representatives
of Upper Canada in parliament, complaining that the
marriages performed byno Protestantministerbut Epis.
copalians were legal or valid, and praying that this great
injustice might be removed from the statute books of
the Province, declaring their loyalty to the British
Crown, but claiming that there should be no political
distinction on account of Jifferences of religion, as that
was a personal mstter between cach individual and
his God, and that such distinction tcnded to alienate
the people from the government and from cach other.

Thig shows ong.gftho Ericvances which the founders
Bf Preshyjerianism in Canada had to endure, long
sinco happily removed.

Next comes a subscription paper dated Elfsabeth.
town, §th Nov, 1799, for the support of ordinances
among them, being $97 for oceasional supply.

In Macth, 800, John Holms,a tiephew of Alex.
McLean, writes' from Palsley that he will send him
Gray's Sermons, Boqth's ¢ Reign of Grace,” and Guth-
rie's works. It would Appear that they hag taken the
advice previously given, and met regulatly for worship
on the Sabbath, the excrelses being reading the serip-
tures, singing and prayer, and probably réading pub-
lishcd sermons ard other devotional works—at least
this wag done years after by the elders in East Toronto
township when the pastor was absent, -

In May, 1800, Alexander Morris writcs from Paisley
that two misstonaries of the London Missionary So-
cicty had sailed for Canada in April previous—one to
be settled at Quebec, the other at Montreal-—and that
he had made application to the Edinburgh Socicty,
and hopedto get aminister sent out niext spring (1801),
and that he was negotiating with Mr. Alex. Morrison
to go out; asking the people at the sametime whether
they would be willing to pay bis passage, and what
they could give for his support,

On 1gth Secpt., 1800, Robert McLean writes home
that there were but two Presbyterian ministers between
Kingston, and Lower Canada, a distance of 130 miles,
and that they needed the attention of the Missionary
Socictics of Scotland more than Quebec or Montreal,
as in both of those places there were Episcopalian and
Presbyterian ministers. A memorandum by Alex. Mec-
Lean about 1800 states that the Reformed Presbytery
of Scotland contained 15 ministers; Burghers, 115;
Anti-Burghers, 117; Relief Synod, §-Presbyteries and
§5 congregations. Synod of {reland, 3Y; Secession,
22; Anti-Burghers in Pennsylvania, N. America, 1o;
do. in Nova Scotia, 2.

I find a petition endorsed by Rev. Alex. McLean as
in 1800 from his grandfather, Alex. McLean, and
others, to the classis or Presbytery of the Dutch Re-
formed Church at Albany, York State, fot supply of
preaching, and declaring their determination to adhere
to the Presbyterian Church, addressed to Rev. Dr.
Romeyn, the clerk of the Presbytery, and stating that
they had been organized about three weeks before by
Rev. Robert McDowell and Rev. Wm. Manley, their
missionaries, and that if they could obtain the services
of the Rev. R, McDowell they would have a numerous
congregation; that other denominations, especially the
Episcopalians, were endcavoring to draw away their
people; and pleading with the Presbytery to send
them a missionary. This shows that all their cflorts
toobtain a minister from Scotland and from the Asso-
ciate Church in the United States had failed, hence
they turn to another faithful and then more flounishing
hranch of the Presbyterian Church in the States,

There follows a letter from Dr. Romeyn, 220nd July,
1800, stating that he had laid their application for sup-
ply of preaching before the Classis at Albany, and as
the resuit recommending to them Rev. Thomas Kirby

s a worthy minister. Next, a letter from Rev. Thos.
Kirby, daled Staten Island, 2nd Dec., 1800, promising
to be with them by next spring.  This letter is address-
ed to the Consistory of the Dutch Reformed Church of
Augusta, Yonge, and Elizabethtown, Upper Canada,
showing that the congregation embraced at least three
stations in as many townships. And in proof that
they were using proper means for the support of the
expected pastor. we have an old yellow subscription
paper, dated 17th Sept., 1500, to assist Thomas Kirby
to build a dwelling-house if he should become their
minister, containing over £33, worth probably four
times 2s much as now, and another subscription for
his support. (A previous subscription is dated 4th
Nov., 179, for the support of a minister should one be
appointed for the Dutch Reforméd Church, in Eliza-
bethtown, and ranging from 42 to £6, a very liberal
subscription in those days.) Soon after, Alex. McLean
writes Dr. Romeyn that Rev. Thomas Kirby was
laboring acceptably among them. On oth Jan., 1801,
Rev. Robert McDowell writes from Fredericksburgh
to Alex. McLean—Mr. McDowell being one of the
first Presbyterian ministers settled in Western Canada.
The lctter is only on private and family matters. An-
other setter from the same to the same, t4th July, 1801,
and another from do. to do, 9th Aug., 1801, contain re-
flections on religious topics. Then come the minutes of
a meeting of Consistory or Session at Elizabethtown,
12th Sept., 1806; present four elders and four deacons;

Aldxander Morris, president, and Robert Mcleap,
clerk. ‘They resolved to meet every SabbattiTor pyb-
lic worship at the house of Alex.. McLgan, to .condget
worship by singing psalhd or -hymps; reading tho
Scriptures, and prayer, and two ¢f their nusmbes wz:c
appointed at a mecting of Consistory to speak to.an
crring brother who hiad for some time; neglected o ju
tend Sabhath services; thus performing the functions
of a Chusch. Put up with the same g‘per’, but.with-
out date, is a’ subseriptioni papes by fnembers of the
Church of Efigland, to assist in tHe support ofthe Rev.
R. McDoyxll, signed by Captainl Joha Jones, Joseph
Tessup and others—-aninteresting docunieht, as show-
ing the harmony exisfing among the eatly seitlers and
their desire to enjoy the.meins-0f grace, aver théugh
hdt'in eofnection with their own Church. They sdy
itis to have tho gospel of salvation through Christ
preached to them,

The Intest document of the old recordy is a “pub-
scription paper dated Dec., 1808, for the shippott of
Rev R. Sheriff as pastor, should he accept theis call,
the amount belng $286. 1 find another intercsting
letter from: Thomas Crichton, Esq,, Paisley, father of
J. Crichton, of Caledon West, who came to Canada
about 1819, and an eldet of Dr, Burns, dat¢d Daisley,
13 May, 1842, to Alex. McLean, student, congratulat-
ing him that he had been appointed to collect books

“Yor the library of Queen’s College, Kingston, referring
also to the opening of that College, February, 1843,
and the addresses then given by Rev. Principal Lid-
del and the Hon. William Morris, Mz, McLean’s
cousin, and stating that as a mark of his intzrest in
that Institution he had selected ferty volumes from his
own library as a donation to it, and expressing very
great interest in the success of the College; also an-
other letter from Mr. Crichton, dated Paisley, 22na
Oct., 1842, to Rev. Alex. McLean aqcr his return to
Canadz, and about to getlicense at Perth, 1 find also
an interesting essay on the rise and history of the Me-
Leans, written by Alex. McLean in 1841, while a stu-
dent at Edinburgh; and other essays written there,
extending from 1837 to 1842,

The Rev. Alex. McLea.. was one of the most ami-
able and devoted ministers of our Church, ever seck-
ing to lead sinners to the Saviour and to edify God's
people, and he was greatly blessed in his labors. Our
interviews, especially at Communion seasons, were
most refreshing to my own soul, and those seasons I
will never forget till we meet again in our Father's
house above.

We have no gencral history of tho-rise of Presby-
terianism in the Dominion. The only thing as yet
available is the excellent report drawn up in 1866 for
the Synod of Canada in connection with the Church
of Scotland, by James Croil, Esq,, which, however, re.
lates only to the origin of certain congregations; and
two or three articles in ‘the memoirs of Dr. Bums,
letters of Andrew Bell, from Perth, Ont., and a few
stray articles in magasines and papers. But no manual
on the nse of Presbytenanism in Canada has yet been
prepared. I trust that the great want will soon be
supplied by some one of the professors undertaking a
collection of facts and documents and weaving the
whole into a connected history, with original docu-
ments, when very valuable, given in an appendix, 1
understand that Rev. Professor Gregghas undertaken
such a history; if so, it will doubtless be well executed.
This work has been well done by the Presbyterian and
other Churches in the States; and as so few now re-
main who have cven met with the founders of our
Church,thereisnotime tobelost. Ifthesclinessupply
any facts or hints to the writer of such a history I will
be amply rewarded. ROBERT WALLACE,

Toronto, February, 18578.

THE GREAT COMMISSION.
HATT. XX¥IIL 35, 200

To whom was this commissiongiven? And in what
capacity did they to whom it was given receive it?
To the first question the answer is found in verse 16,
The commission was addressed tothe eleven disciples
(Mathetai), and in Acts i. 2, 8, and Mark xvi. 14 they
are seen to be the eleven apostics.

In what capacity, then, did they recciveit? Was
it gua apostles or gwa disciples? Our High Church
controversialists find here what seems to them an im-

. pregnable argument in faver of Prelacy. The arpu-

ment may be stated thus:
The commission was given to the cleven gua apose
tles, and the promise of Christ's presence with them



